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REAR ADMIRAL THOMAS J. BIGLEY, UNITED STATES NAVY

Thomas Joseph Bigley was born in Everett, Massachusetts, on Sep-
tember 16, 1927, son of William C. and Mary T. (Burns) Bigley. He at-
tended the Immaculate Conception School in Everett and was graduated
from Everett High School in 1945, In August of that year he enlisted
in the U. S. Naval Reserve and was assigned, as a Seaman, to the Naval .
Training Station, Bainbridge, Maryland. He attended the Naval Academy
Preparatory School there during the period January to June 1946, when
he entered the U, S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, on appointment
from the Naval Reserve. He was graduated and commissioned Ensign on
June 2, 1950, His appointment in the U. S. Navy was terminated on Octo-
ber 6, 1955 and the next day he was appointed Lieutenant in the U. S.
Naval Reserve. He subsequently advanced in rank to that of Rear Admiral,
to date from July 1, 1973, having returned to the U, S, Navy on October

19, 1956.

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1950, he joined
the USS ENGLISH (DD-696) and while on board that destroyer participated
in the first and second Wonsan invasions (1950-1951), the Hungnam evacua-
tion (December 1950) and the invasion of Iwan (1950) in the Korean
area of hostilities. Detached from the ENGLISH in December 1951, he
next had submarine training at the Submarine School, New London, Connecti-
cut and in June 1952 joined the USS AMBERJACK (SS-522). He was Divi-
‘ sion Engineer on the Staff of Commander Submarine Division ONE HUNDRED
TWENTY-ONE from November 1954 to March 1955, when he transferved to Ube
Staff of Commander Submarine Squadron TWELVE to serve as Squadron Secre-
tary. He was released from active duty on November 3y 1955,

Returning to active naval service, he reported in October 1956 as
Operations Officer of the USS ATULE (SS-403). During the period January
1958 to March 1960 he was assigned to the Officer Detail Section, Bureau
of Naval Personnel, Navy Department, Washington, D. C., after which he
served as Executive Officer and Navigator of the USS TANG (SS-563). 1In
October 1961 he assumed command of the USS BREAM (S8-243), which, under
his command, participated in operations in the Quemoy and Matsu Islands
area in January 1963, and in July 1963 became Flag Secretary and Aide to
Commander Submarine Force, U. S, Pacific Fleet.

In June 1964 he reported for postgraduate instruction in International
Relations at American University, Washington, D, C., and from July 1965
to August 1967 had duty as Personal Aide to the Chief of Naval Operations,
Navy Department, Washington, D. C. He next attended the National War Col-
lege, Washington, D, C. and in 1968 received the degree of Master of Arts
in International Relations from American University.
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In May 1968 he assumed command of the USS SAMPSON (DDG-10). He
was awarded the Navy Commendation Medal and cited, in part, as follows:
"...Despite the handicap of having many inexperienced officers and men
in his crew, and the additional burden of heavy operational require-
ments placed on his ship, (he) so inspired and skillfully led his of-
ficers and men that the SAMPSON was maintained at an extraordinary high
state of preparedness..."

In February 1970 he reported as Assistant Head of the Europe and
North Atlantic Treaty Organization Branch, Politico-Military Policy
Division, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department.

In June of that year he became Executive Assistant and Senior Aide to
the Vice Chief of Naval Operations and "for exceptionally meritorious
conduct..." in that capacity was awarded the Legion of Merit. The
citation further states in part: "...With keen foresight and intellec-
tual awareness, (he) consistently exhibited a complete grasp of complex
issues and geopolitical considerations in a highly sensitive, rapidly
changing enviromment, and provided the Vice Chief of Naval Operations
with sound counsel, essential facts and recommended courses of action
in matters of the greatest importance...”

In July 1972 he assumed duty as Special Assistant to the Chief of
Naval Operations and the Vice Chief of Naval COperations for Deecision
Coordination and in December of that year reported as Director of the
East Asia and Pacific Region in the Office of the Assistant Secretary
of Defense (International Security Affairs), Washington, D, C.

In addition to the ILegion of Merit and the Navy Commendation Medal,
Rear Admiral Bigley has the China Service Medal; American Campaign Medal;
World War II Victory Medal; Navy Occupation Service Medal, Asia Clasp;
National Defense Service Medal with bronze star; Korean Service Medal;
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (Quemoy and Matsu) and the United Nations
Service Medal, He also has the Korean Presidential Unit Citation Badge.
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