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COMM/NDER WYI®I'}{ T. MWMEN, U, S, NWY, RETIRED

Willinm Thomas fmen was born in Seotia, Californin, on November 8, 1919,
son of Willinm Frederick and Violn Robocem {Thwmagl Swon. Ho wmangived his
early oducation {n €alifornin, and ~fésr n yonr nt San Jose State Colicps —wa
two yonrs (1937-1940) nt Humboldt Stote College, wns ongnged in genernl offico
work. Hc wns nppointed Avintion Cndet in the Voluntcor Rescrve on May 1, 1941,
and designated Naval Mvintor on January 15, 1942, having teen ccumiesionod M-
glgn, U, S. Navnl Regerve on October 8, 1941. By subscquent advancement and
his transfer to the U. S. Navy in October 1945, he attaincd the rank of Com-
?agder, to date from Jonuary 1, 1954. He was retired in that rank on July 1,

962,

Ordercd to the Naval Mr Station, Corpus Christi, Toxas, for duty, he
served as n Flight Instructor there from Janunry 16, 1942, until Novomber 15,
1943, then wns nssigned to Compositc Squndron 82, based on the USS ANZIO (CVE-
57) until April 15, 1945, He wae awarded the Air Medal and n Gold Star in lieu
of thc Second Mr Medal "For meritorious achievement in norinl flight ns Pilot
of a Fighter Planc, attnchod to the USS ANZIO during oporations ogainst onemy
Japancse forces in the vicinity of Volenno Islands..." during February and
March 1945, when he participnted in five missions eachy in support of amphib-
ious operations agninst Iwo Jima, and "eontributed matorially to the success
of his squadron..."

He had bomber~fighter training with VBF-74, VF-39 nnd VF-81 from April 15
to November 15, 1945, followed by service as Exocutive Officer of Fighter Squad-
ron 81, nssigned to the Atlantie Flect. From July 1946 until May 1947 he was
n gtudent at the U, S, Navnl School, Genornl Line, at Newport, Rhode Island,
and from July to Docember 1947 served as Iiaison with the Arry Wr Foree nt
Headquarters, Flight Service, Mr Transport Commend, He next had a tour of
duty in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operntions, Navy Depnrtment, Waghing-
ton, D, C,, where hc was Head of Avintion Research, in the ‘viation Plans Divi-
sion, until June 1949.

In July 1949 he roported to “the USS PHILIPPINE SEA for duty as Executive
Officor of Fighter Squadron 111, anhd from February 1950 until Junc 1951 served
as Commanding Officor of that Squndron, which had combnt sorvice in the Korean
Aren from August 1950 until March ‘1951, whon roturnod to the United States on
board the USS VALLEY FORGE., He was detached from VF-1ll atFleet /dr Detnchment
nt the Naval Adr Station, San Dlego, California, in July 1951, then sorved until
May 1953 as fsgistant Fxporimental Officer nt the U. S, Naval Ordnanco Test Sta-
tion, Inyokcrn, Californin,

Ordered to the Precommissioning Detnil of the USS RANDOLPH (CVA-15), in
Junc 1953, he served ns Mssistant Operations Officer and Air Operations Officor
on board that aireraft carrior from July 1, 1953 until September 1954. He then
became Alr Tacticg Officer on the Staff of Commander Operational Development
Forece and sorved in thnt capatity until August 1957. During the noxt five
years he was stntioned at Beeville, Texns, serving first ns Assistant Officer
in Charge of Advanced Training Unit 213, Reval Awdiiary. Ay Station, Chage
Ficld, later as Officer in Charge, ATU 203, and Mreraft Maintcnance Officer,
Chase Field. On Junc 30, 1962, ho wns relieved for transfor to Retired Iist.
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"For extraordipary heroism and meritorious achievenment in nerisl flight
in operations against the cnemy in the Korean Thpater fron 5 ‘ugust, 1950 to
1 February 1951..." he was nwarded the Distinpuished Flying Cross: The cita-
tion states thnt ag Squadron Commander, he participated in 35 strike missions
over eneny territory. Gold Stars in lieu of four ndditional Air Medals were
nlso awarded hin for participation in five missions ench ngaingt North Korean
and Chinese Communist forees in the Korean Aren in 1950-1951,

In rddition to the Distingmished Flying Cross, the Mr Medal and Gold
Stars in licu of five additional awards of the Mr Modnl, Cormandor Amen has
the /mericnn Defense Scervieo Medal; Yerican Cnmpaign Medals Asiatic-Pacific
Campaign Medal; World War II Vietory Modnl; National Defense Service Modnlj
Korean Service Medal; and the United Nnticng Sorviee Medal.
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