REAR ADMIRAL WILLIAM ¥, FITZGERALD, JR.
UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

, William Francis Fitzgerald, Jr,, was born in Brooklyn, New York,

. on Novenber 29, 1900, son of William F. and Emily Alice (Brown) Fitz-
gerald., He attended Scott and Waite High Schools in Toledo, Ohio, and
entered the U, S. Naval Academy, Amnapolls, Maryland, on appointment
from the Ninth Chio District in 1917. While a Midshipman there he had
service during a period of World War.I on board the USS MAINE of the
Atlantic Fleet. Graduated with the Class of 1921 on June 5, 1920 (course
accelerated due to Natlonal Emergency), he was commissioned Ensign in
the U, 8, Navy from that date, and subsequently progressed to the rank
of Captain, .to date from June 20, 1942, Upon retirement on July 1,
1950, he was advanced to the rank of Rear Admiral on the basis of a

citation for combat,

After gradustion from the Naval Academy he was assigned to the
USS DELAWARE, in whieh he served from July 9, 1920, until May 26, 1921.
He served for a year on board the USS MADDOX, and on June 2, 1922, was
transferred to the USS MeCORMICK, whieh during the Greek~Turkish War
operated in the Mediterranean snd Black Sea and evacuasted refugees
from Smyrna. Detached in January 1024, he served briefly on board
the USS SCORPION and USS PARRCTT, returned to the McCORMICK for four
months! duty, then served in the USS KEW YORK from November 1924 until
November 1926, - On Janvary 3, 1927, he. joined the USS MIIWAUKEE, and
while serving on board was a member of the Landlng Force in Nicaragua

from February to May of that year.

,On Auvgust l, 1927, he returned to Amnapolils, for instruction in
General Line at the Naval Postgraduate School, and from June 1928 until
May 28, 1929, was a student at the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode
Island On July 2, 1929, he became Alde and Flag Lieutenant on the
Staff of Commander Yangtze Patrol, and had Yangtze service alsc as
First Lieutenant of the USS TULSA and as Executive Officer of the
USS SIMPSON in 1930. He remained on board the SIMPSON until November
1931, and in February 1932 returned to the Naval Academy for duty un-
1l May 1934 as an Instructor in the Depariment of Seamanship and

Flight Tacties,

For nearly two years he served as Alde and Flag Secretary on the
Staff of Commander Battleship Division ONE, Baittle Force, after which
he had simllar duty on the Staff of Commander Battleships, Battle
“Force, from Merch 30, 1936, untll April 13, 1937. He then returned
to the Naval Academy for a tour of duty as an Instructor in the De-
.partment of Seamanship and Navigation, and while on duty there ac-
compahied the Midshipmen aboard the USS WYOMING during the summer
cruise of 1938, In June 1939 he assumed command of the USS CASSIN,
and for his work in comnection with salvage and resgcue of a eilvilian
eraft during a storm off the coast of California in September of that
vear, recelved geveral letters of commendation,
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Tn Januery 1941 he was detached from command. of the CASSIN for
duty as Alde and Flag Secretary on the Staff of Conmander Battleshlps,
Battle Force, and later served as Operations Officer on the Staff of
Commander Battleships, Battle Fleet, at pearl Harbor, attached to the
USS WEST VIRGINIA. He was awarded a Letber of Commendation, with Com-
vat "V," by the Secretary of Navy, for service during the Japanese al-
tack on the Fleet on Decerber T, ioki,

In September 1942 he was transferred to the Staff of Commander
Destroyers, Pacifilc Fleet, and served for & year as Chief of Staff and
Aide. Upon his return to the United States in August 1943, he reported
‘o Headquarters of the Commander in Chief, U, 5. Fleet, Navy Depertment,

Washington, D. C., where he was on. duty until March 1945. During this
period he vas & member of the Joint War Plans Committee of the Jolnt
Chiefs of Staff and In this capacity attended the Cairo Conference a8
a member of the United States delegation headed by President Roosevelb. .
On March 24, he assumed command of the USS BROOKLYN (CL-40), and was
Commanding Officer of that crulser, assigned to training duty on the
Fast Coast. She was moored in Newport Harbor, awaiting a Pacifie Fleet
assigrment when hostilities ceased in August 1945, : ‘

Rear Admiral (then Captain) Fitzgerald was named. Commander Phila~
delphia Group, Reserve Fleet, U. S, Atlantic Fleet, his pennant 1n the
USS BROCKLYN, and his title later became Commander Philadelphia Group,
Inactive Fleet,-Atlantic. He remained in that assigoment untll Feb-
ruary 1946, then served for a year as Chief of Staff and Alde to Com=

mender TENTH Fleet, at Headquarters, Waghington, D, C., the function
of which was to control United States anti-submarine operabions in the
Atlantic. Upon change of designation of the TENTH Fleet he became
(hief of Staff, Commander Naval Forces, Mediterranean, and served as
such in 1946 and 1947, He was then transferred to the Navy Department,
for duty as a Member of the Nevy Regulations Board, later serving in
the Office of ‘the Chief of Naval Operatlons.

- Under orders of June T, 1948, he became Port Director and Com=
manding Officer of the Port Director Office at Pearl Harbor, Territory
of Hewaii, and on March 2, 1949, was designated Chief of Staff and
Aide to the Commander, Hawallan Sea. Frontier. He remained in that
assignment untll relieved of sctive duty pending his retirement on

July 1, 1950.

Tn sddition 4o the Commendatlon Ribbon with Conbat "V," Rear Ad-
miral Fitzgerald has the Victory Medal, Atlantic Fleet Clasp (World
war I); the Second Nicaraguan Campaign Medal; Yangtze Service Medal;
American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp; Asistic=Pacific Campaign
Medal with one engagement starj American Campaign Medalj World War IX
Vietory Medal; and the Navy Ocecupation Service Medal, Europe Clasp.
He slso holds the Order of Fhoenix (Commander) from Greece.
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