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UNITED STATES NAVY
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cvelsoyilliam Rowell Caruthers wag born in Pine Bluff, Arkansag, on

“iJuly 20, 1906, son of C. K, and Lena Rowell Caruthers, He was

‘graduated Crom Pine Bluff High School and entered the U, S, Naval

. :Aoademy, Annapolie, Maryland, from hig native state in 1923. He

© - yag graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 2, 1927, and through
" gubgequent promotions attained the rank of (sptain, to date from

“March 20, 1945.

L After graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1927, he had
o 'sea duty until 1934, serving for two years in the U35 MARYIAND, a
. unilt of Battleship bivision 5, of the Battle Fleet; later in des-
troyers of the Agilatic Fleet (USS PEARY and US3 BARKER); and from
1931 in the USS NEVADA, of Battleship Divislon 3, Battle Force, He
. returned to Annapolis 1n July 1934 for instruction in Communica-
. tions and Applied Communicatlons at the Naval Postgraduate School
. .pnd, completing the course in 19%6,was ordered back to Asiatic Sta-
- itlon, where he served for two years on the staff of Commander Sub-
R @arine Squadron 5, on board the USS CANOPUS, flagship,
ERETIE

c During a fwo year period in 19%8-1940, he had shore duty as-
gigned to the Naval Examin; ng Board, Navy Department, Washington,
8 D, C, 1In the fall of 1940 he was ordered to sea duty, serving
" throughout the period preceding the outbreak of World War II in
the USS MONSSEN, a destroyer operating in the North Atlantic, On
November 22, 1941 he assumed command of the USS MACLEISH (DD 220),
. Under his command at Reykjavilk, Iceland, on Docember 7, 1941, when
" the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, that destroyer subsequently
__.gerved as escort for the British line QUEEN MARY, He served as
,;Fcnvoy Ezscort Commander, hils flagship the MACLEISH, during.trans-
“Atlantic convoys, and later -coastal convoys when the submarine ... -
" .menace in home waters became acute, The MACLEISH was credited with
A& probable kill when in May 1942 a submarine was discovered 1ln shoal

:L?f-iyater off the Florida coast.

oo He received a Letter of Commendation with Ribbon and Conbat

LUy, from the Chief of Naval Operations, which followe in part:

o "While serving as Convoi Eecort Commander in Atlantic Ocean from . .

2o May 1942 to February 1943, Captain {then Lieutenant Comnander )

.o UCaruthere displayed the highest qualities of leadership, courage,
. professional skill and sound judgment.,,All convoye under his .com--

-~ mand successfully completed their voyages, thuz making an outstand- .

. ‘ing contribution to the war effort during an extremely critical -

ivperiodj.ﬁ(while) involved in direct participation in combat opera-

otlong. ., o S e | ORI

St Opdered next to the staff of Amphiblous Forces (Advanced Group)
“4n North Africa, he participated in 1943-1944 ag Communications -
.Officer on the Amphibious Porce Staff, in the landings at Cela,
- 8icily and Salerno, Italy, .He received commendatory lettgrs from
- ‘the Chief of the Bureau of Naval Pgrgonnel and Commander Naval

-~ Forces, Northwest African Waters, for outstanding service 1n that
“agsgignment, S e T
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o He wae tranuferred in 1942 to the staff of the Alliled Naval
Commander in Chief, and took part in operations in Normandy, France,
e 'was awarded the Legilon of Merit "For excentionally meritorious
onduct 1n the performance of outstanding services.,,as Communica-
tion Officer, atbached to the staff of the Allied Naval Commander
~1n Chief, Expeditionary Force, prior to and during the invasion of
:iNormandy, France, June . 19&4..." The citation conbinues: "Exercis-
. -ing sound judgment in the performance of his complex and vital
Soa ssignment, (he) rendered inestimable service thvoughout this. cru-
;‘fcialuperlod and, through his thorough knowledge of communilcations
“land SYnidted States Naval operating procedure in general and his keen
. discrimination regarding matters contributing to United States
o dntereste, assisted materially in the formulation of a joint com-
%*gJ_munlcation plan in which the needs and intervests of the United -
. Btates were admirably met,..(and) was largely respongible -for the
gsuccegsful consumation of .the highly effcetive Communication Plan
fOI‘ the Operation' .. o A )

' n July 1945 he weq ordered to duty on the staff of Commander
n Sea Frontier, ~After more than a year in that assignment,
ved untll. June 1947 as Assistant’ Dlrector, Armed Forces Staff
e, Norfolk, Virginia, TFor a year in 1947-1948 he commanded
8’ OKALOOSA (APA 219), and for three years thereafter was Com-
g 0fficer of the Fleet Sonar School, Key West, Florida., In
951 he was ordered to duty as Force COmmunication officer on
aff of Commander Naval. Forces, Far East, He was awarded a

of Commendation from Commander Naval Forcec Far Ea t, for

_ a,He then took oommand of Deetroyer Squadron NINE, opereting a8
a’fast Garrier Tadk Forco Screen Commuander in the Western ‘Paclfic
"'untll Decenber 1953, when he agsumed hilp present assignment of .

;,ggﬁéeu CL:E Commanding Officer, U, s, Naval Statton, Guantenemo Bey,

'“gIn edditlon to the Legion of Merit and the bommendation Bib-
1 with star ‘and Combat "V," Captain Caruthers has the Yangtze -

' dals. American. Defense Service Medal,: Fleet Clasp; Euro- .
an-Middle antern Campaign Medal Americen Cenpaign Medal; -
1T Victory Medal; National Defense Service Medal: horean
Medal; and the Unlted Nations Service Medal, He. also haq
ed - the Croix de Guerre with star by the Government of.-
d.the Order -of the British Empire (Gommander Military

Y the Government of Great Britain. " _ -
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