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CAPTAIN JOSEPH E, FLYNN, U, 3, NAVY

Joseph Edward Flynn was born in Long Island City, New York,
on November 28, 1907, son of Michael J, and Elizabeth Callan Fiynn,
He attended Bryant High Schaol in Long Islind City, and Columbia
University, New York 51923m1925), after which he entered the U, 8,
Naval Acadefiy, Annapolls, Maryland, on June 14, 1927, Graduated
and commissioned Ensign on- June ¥, 1931, he subsequently advanced
in rank, attaining that of Captain, with date of rank March 1, 1950.

' After graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1931, he was
agsigned to the USS CHESTER, in which he had junlor officer duties
from September of that year until Juné 1933, For a year thereafter
he scrved as Communications Watch Officer on the Staff of Commander
Scouting Force. In July 1934 ho entered Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts, as a student in Naval Con-
struction, and threc years later was graduated with the degree of
Master of Sclence, Having been appointed Assistant Naval Construc-
tor in 1936, his designation was changed to Idne (Engincering Duty
Officer) in 1940, following three years' service in the Planning
and Production Divisions of the Neow York Navy Yard, .

- Detached in October 1940, he reported the next fonth to the
Mare Island, California, Wavy Yard, vhere he served in Planning
(New Construction Planning Superintendent) until May 194%, During
. the eighteen months to follow, he was attached to the Long Beach

Calirornia, Naval Shipyard, his duty in Production, as Repair Sup-
erintendent and later Shop Superintendent, Ih January 1945 he join-
ed the Staff of Commander Service Force, Pacifle, ag Staff Mainten-
ance Officer, and continued service in that capacity at Ulithdi and
at Leyte Gulf throughout the rchmalning months of World War II and
during the Occupation of Korea in 1945 and at Shanghai in 1946,

Detached from the staff of Commander Servvice Squadroi Ten in
August 1946, he reported two months later to the San Francisco _
Naval Shipyard, There he again served in Planning and Production,
as Repalr Superintendent and Shop Superintendent, That tour of
duty ending in May 1950, he reported in July to the Navy Department,
‘Washingfon, D. C,, for duty ln the Buredu of Ships. Thers, among
his various assignments, he was placed in charge of the ‘salvage of
the USS ERIE at Willematad, Curacao, Netherlands West Indies,

He recolved a Lettor of Commendation, with Ribbon, from the
Secretary of the Navy, as follows: "For outstanding senvice while
acting as Representative of the Bureau of Ships ag Officer in Charge
of the salvage”of the US3 ERIE in Willlemstad Harbor, Curacao, Neth-

- erlands West Indies, during the period 1 Fébruaty to 16 December
1952, Charged with the responsibility of dirdcfing thé removal of
the submorged hulk of the ERIE in order to eliminate afi obstruction

t0 further expansion of the harbor, Captain Flynn carried out this
complex task wlth exceptional resourcefulness and Ingenuity and was
eminently successful in overcoming the difficulties.imposed 1n '
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raiging o ship sunk by encmy torpedo actilon some ten yedrs pre-
viously and contalning an unknown guantity of ammunition and depth
chargos, Although lacking the assldtance of a U, &, Naval Estab-
ligshment In the area, he ably ncgotiated contractural agreements
and the progurcment of materials vitally neceassary to the success
of the assignmont and efficiently handled all other phases lnvolv-

ing logistic support...'

Under orders of November 19, 1953, he was detached fPom the
Bureau of Ships, Navy Department, and reported for duty, in Janu-
ary 195%, at the Boston Naval Shipyard, Boston, Massachusetts,

He served as Planning Officer until July of that year, when he was
reassigned as Production Officer,

In addition to the Commendation Ribbon, Captain Flynn has the
American Deferise Service Medal; American Campalgn Medal; Asigtic-
Pdcific Campaign Medal; World War II Victo¥y Medal; Navy Occupa-
tion Service Mednl, ASla Clasp; Ohlna Service Modal (oxﬁendod?; the
National Defense Service Medal; and the Philippine Defense Ribbon.
He dlso holds the Order of Pao Ting and the Order of the Cloud and
Banner for the Nationalist Government of China; and the Order of
Orange and Nassau from the Netherlands CGovernment,
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