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Abraham Lincoln Baird was born 1in Cleveland, Ohio, on July 7,
1907, son of Frederick and Mamie (Zangerle) Baird. He attended
"public schools and Shaw High School in Cleveland, and Cornell Uni-
versity, Ithica, New York, before entering the U. 5. Naval Academy
on appointment from Ohio on June 16, 1925. Ae a Midshipman he
starred in Water Polo for four years, and received a prize for first
standing in Engineering and Aeronautics, Graduated second in the
Class of 1929, he was commissioned Ensign on June 6, 1929, and by
subsequent promotions attained the rank of Captain to date from

March 30, 1945.

After graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1929, he had
regular line duties (navigation and gunnery) for a year in the USS
COLORADO, and brief duty in the USS BARATOGA. In October 19350 he
reported as a flight student at the Naval Air Station, Pensacola,
Florida, and designated Naval Aviator on August 5, 1951, was assign-
ed to Patrol Squadron 8-5, attached to the USS ASTORIA. He remained
at sea until 1936, on duty with Fighting Squadrons of the aircraft .
carrier RANGER, and fer three years thereafter had duty under instru
tion in aviation engines at the Naval Postgraduate School, Annapolis
and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachu-
setts, receiving the degree of Master of Science in Aeronautical
Engineering from the latter in 1939.

After two years'! service with Bombing Squadron 4, based on the
RANGER, he reported during the early perliod of World War LI to the
Bureau of Aeranautics, Navy Department, Washington, D. C., where he
served from 1942 through 1944. During the last year of the war he
had duty afloat as Aircraft Material Officer on the Staff of Com-
mander Air Force, Pacific Fleet. "For meritorious service (in that
capacity) during operations against enemy Japanese forces in the
Pacific War Area from September 1944 to October 1945..." he was
awvarded the Bronze Star Medal. The citation continues in part:

"Demonstrating outstanding ability, (he) skillfully coordinated
the introduction of new types of aircraft and equipment, analyzed
gervice difficulties and initlated corrective measures, thereby con-
tributing materially to the high quality of aircraft material avail-
able to operations forces..,."

On November 16, 1945, he was ordered to duty on the S3taff of
the Army -Navy Staff College, New War Department Building, Weshington
D. C., and completing the course the following May, he returned to
the Bureau of Aeronautics, Navy Department, to serve again in Power
Plant Degizn until April 1949, Since that time he has been on duty
ag Overhaul and Repair Officer, Naval Air Station, San Diego, Cali-
fornia. Undcr orderes of May 25, 1952, he returned to the¢ Bureaou
of Aeronautics, where he now serves 28 Head of the Power Plont Di-
vigion,
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In addition to the Bronze Star Medal, Captain Balrd has the
American Defense S€rvice Medal, the American Campaign Medal, the
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, and the World War II Victory Medal.
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