VIGE ADMIRAL ALVIN DUKE CHANDLER U R,
UNTTED STATES NAVY, RETIRED B

: Alvin Duke Chandler was born in ichmond, Virginla, on August
18, 1902, a gon_of the late Dr. J.4.,0. Chandler, who died whlle -
serving as president Of_ths_Oollege.of‘William and Mary, Willlamsburg,
virginia, and the late Mrg, Lenore Burton Duke Chandler. He attended
John Marshall High School in Richmond, and woe an undergraduato the -
yoar 1918-1919 at Willlam and Mary Uollege, before entering the U,S.
Naval Academy . Annapalis;.Marylandd'in 1919 from Virginias “He was
graduated and oOmmlssioned.EQSign-on-June 7, 1923, and aubsequently
attained the rank of ‘Rear Admiral to date from July 1, 195l. Upon
transferring to the Retired }L__,i_.s_t_.(')f. the Navy on Novembor 1, 19561, he
wag advanced to Vice ‘Admiral on the basls of combat awards. !

Following his ‘graduation ip 1923, he was ordered GO the USS

WYOMING, a hattleship of the gcouting Fleet, U.S, Atlantic Fleet,
gerving oonseoutively,iﬁ_the WILLIAMBON and BARRY, destroyers. In May
1927 he was transferred:to.the Destroyer Force, Pacific Fleeb, aboard
the USS SHIRK until Februalys 1930, and the UBS ELLIOT until June,
1930, He returne@;to.the_U,S. Naval Academy for a two year tour as:
an Instructorlin'th@.Department of Electrical Enginecring and Physlgs.
While 80 serving,_he,assisted in the preparatlon of a textbook on
Physics, for use .at the Naval Academy .

Tn 1932 he Joined the SS OKLAMOMA for duty first as Electrical
Of ficer, then as gunnery officer of that pattieship., In 1935 he was
again ordered to the Naval Academy, Department of Ordnance and Gunnery
as an Instructor. He was algo eo-author of a texthook on torpedoes,

‘written at this time. In 1937 he had orders %o duty on the staff of

Commander, Battleship Division Two, as Opcratlons officor and Flag
Seerchary, and when dotached in 1938, he sosumcd command of the USS:

SOUTHARD, serving untll August, 194l

The yoear September, 1941-1942, he was attached to the Offlce of
the Chicef of Naval Oopcrations, Navy Department, Washington,; D.Ces and
wae then ordered 5o the Atlantic Fleet, as Commander, Destroyer Div--
jsion 4l. After particlpating in the African Campalgn; he was ordered
to the South Pacific ared, arriving ecarly in January, 1943, and took
part in the final capture of Guadaloanal and the Solomon Islands
campalgi. He also gerved in the Paclfioc as Commandeyr of Destroyer
Division 43; Destroyor fquadron 21; and Destroyer Squadron 58, guCCEs-
gively untll April 17, 1645, and was awarded the Legion of Merlt, '
Gold Star in l1lleu of a second simllar award, and the Bronze Btar
Medal, each with combat distinguishing devios, ¥, The citations

follow in parti

L. Legion.Of.MBPit; IFor exceptionally meritorious conduct + +
from January to November511945. - Charged with the regponsibile bask
of training all ships of ‘the division, (he) developed a unit to the
high 1eve1.of_Qombatjefficiency which enabled 1t to destroy numerous
enemy planes and*damagezﬁeverely or destroy three Japancge shbmarines.
Berving o+ -« .-asﬁScreen.Commander for various combab Task Forces
during this period, {he) also commanded a unit of three destroyers
which sank or damage@3manthQS$ilﬁ barges and gun boats atbempting .

to evacuate enemyJtrbops“fppm_KélOmbangara.“
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2, Bronze Star Medal: "For meritorious achievement as Commander”

" Degtroyer Division FORTY-ONE, operating ag a component of a Task

Force during combined minelaying expeditions and bombardment mlsslons
in the enemy-held Kolombangara and Now Georgla Areas, Solomon ISe
lands, the nights of May m and. 13, 1943, . . (He contributed)

materially to the guccess of hle divislon 1ln delivering devastating

pombardments against these heavily fortifiocd strongholds and in ©X- -
pedltiously mining aroas used extensively by Japancse gurface forces,
subsequently bringing hils units through without damage followlng '
each decisive action. . . The completion of these extremoly peril-
ous assignments wore esgential factors in the succegs of our 3
gustalned operations against the enemy 1n this vital theabter of war. .

3, Gold star 1n 1ieu of secdond Legion of Merlt: "For o « ¢
outstanding services as Gommander Deatroyor Squadron 21 frow April
to July 1944, and as Commander Destroyor Squadron b8 from August
1944 to April 16, 1945, « .« Leading Squadron 21 1n its assigned
mission, (he) rurnished effective fire support for the initial
agasault and capture of Altape, and 1n addition dlrected the bom-
pardment of Medina Plantation, Now Treland, destroying the enemy
shore emplacements and installations. subscquently he guccessfully
carried out his duties - . in the initial attack group of Iwo Jima
and assgumed an jmportant role in the scresning activitics during the

invagion of Qkinawa. + -«

He also has the ibbon for and facsimilc of the pPresidential
Unit Citation awarded %o the USS O!BANNON, his flagehips and in ad-
dition to the Leglon of Merit, Gold Star with Combat V, and the
Bronze Sbtar Medal, Vi1ce Admiral Chandlcr has the Second Nicaraguan
Campaign Medal; American Defonse Servioce Medal; Aslatic-Paclflc
Campaign Medal with one silver and four bronzo stars (9 engagements);

apd World War II yictory Mcdale

Tn May, 1945, when prelieved of command in the Pacific Fleet, he
reported to the Navy Dopartment, for duty in tho headquarters of the
Commander in Chief, U.8, Fleet, and later in the Office of the Chief
of Naval Operatlons. Upon completion of that duty in May, 1948, he
reported to Bethlohem Shipbullding Corporation, Quincy, Massachusetts,
in connection with fitting out the USS DE3 HOTNES, and was Commanding
Officer from her commissioning, November 16, 1948, The new crulser
at that time was the heaviest heavy crulssr in the world, When re-
1leved of that command he was oprdercd to the Amcrican Embassy, London,
England, to complote hls graduate work at the Imperial Defonse Collegc
in London, In January 1661 he returned to the 0ffice of the Chief’
of Naval Operations, wherc he served as Dircotor of the Logistic
plans Divislon until rolieved of active duty pending hlsg rotirement

on November 1, 1961.
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He is o moember of the Theta Delta Chi fraternity; Army-Navy Club
and Army-Navy Country ¢lub, both of washin%ton, D.C,s William and
Mary Alumni Association; and the American Club, United Services Club,

and the Nuffield Club, all of London, England,
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