CAPTAIN EARNEST G, CAMPBELIL
UNITED STATES NAVY

Earnest Goodrich GAmpbell wag born in Psrtland, Oregon, on May 28,
1911, son of George Camphell and the late Mrs, Amy Goodrich Uampbell.:
He attended Lincoln High School 1n Los aAngeles, California, and en-
listed in the U, S, Navy in June 1928, He studled ot the Naval Acads.
ey Preparatory School, Naval Training Station, San Diego, California,
and was honorably djﬁohqrged to antor the U, 5, Naval Acadomy, Annapoé
1is, Maryland, on June 29, 1929. ' Completing the ¢ourse wilth the Class
of 1935-A, he was graduqted and . comm1351oned Ensign in the Supply .

Corps on June. 1, 19)5.-

On. Ju]y 15, 19)5, he requested %o be returned to the Iilne of the |
Navy, pursuant.to the Line Personnel Bill, pasged by Congress on June -
25, 1935 primarily to permit Line offjoers to transfer to the Supply °
Corps. His request was approved by the Noavy Department in October
1935, . He was relieved of hig Supply Corpg duties in November, and
started performing Line duties in Degember 1935.  On Eebruary 5, 1926
he was appointed an Ensign in the Navy.to rank from June 1, 1923, As
far ag is known, he ig the only officéer who has ever: taken advantage -
- of thig law to tranQIer Trom the Supply Corpu to the Llng of thc Navy, -

: st aarly cue":*vice Whlle 1n fho %uyply Curps of the N vy, lncludedr'
ingtructicn aboavd thc USS. OKLAHOMA ‘as Assistant to the Supply -0fficer,
until Februavy 1934, and duty as Assistant for qubuP31ng and A°31st-:j
ant to. the Supply. Offacer of ‘the. USS ﬁLTAIR bender for Destroyers,-_f,
Battle Porce, unti] November 1935 . R SR

In~ January 1056 he wos assxgued to the USS MINNEAPOLLS, flapshlp
of Cruiser Division SIX Scoutlng Force, Heo remained in the UssS MINNE--
APOLIS until May. 19%8. - Hé next served in the USS CUSHING operating -
wilth Destroyer Squadron %, Battle Foroe, from May 1938 to July 1940,

He was then smsgigned to the USS DETROIT, a light cruiseJ, until July -
1941 when he was trangferred to the U, 3, Naval Academy for duty. He -

reported to the Naval Academy in August 194i where he was first ag- +
signed asg an ingtructor in the. Depnrtment of Seamanship and Navigation,
On the formation of the Reserve Midshipman School at the Naval Academy

in December 1941, he was reagsigned to the Executive Department, first..7

88 a company offlcor for the Reserve Midshipmen's School and later as: i
Executive Officer of the R@serve Midshipmen's School. -

On completion of his two vears duliy at the Naval Academy, he was
ordered to a two weeks coures of Ilnstruction at the West Coast Sound =
School, San Diego, and then to the USS PERKINS to relieve ag command-
ing 6fficer One day after he reported abeoard, and before he had
taken command, the PERKINS was sunk off New Gunnea. On December-13,
194%, after belng rescued and returned to Milne Bay, New Guinea, - he
took command of the USS MAHAN, He remained in command witil the MAHAN
was sunk on December 7, 1944, by the first of the multi- kamikaze ‘at-
tacks, The MAHAN at the tlme of her loss wags acting as o rqdqr Dicket -
vesssl 1In support of the landing of the 77th Divisgion, U, 5, dwmy, -~ o
behind the Japanege lines at Crmoc Bay, lLeyte, Pbllipplne iglands. o
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He received a Letter of Commendation with Combat "V," from the
Commander in Chief, Pa¢ific Fleet, for "excellent service in the line
of his profession while serving as Commanding Officer of the UdS MA-
HAN during participation in the bombapdment and asgault landings at
Arave and Cape Gloucesgter, Nevw Briftaln, on December 26, 1943.,." He
was commended for entering the veefs and explornng the channel prior
to the entry of the landing eraft,; and for 'pombing shore positions
in support of the landings while in dangerous proximity to enemy shore

batiteries

He wae also avarded the Sllver Star Medal "For consplcuous gall&ne
try and intrepidity as Commanding Officer of the US3 MAHAN, in aectlon :
against enemy Japanesa forces in Ormoc Bay, Layte, Philinpwne {glands,
December 7, 194%..." The citation continues in part; "During the #
ghore bombapdment and f1ve support -of oup troops (he) eontributed ma- :
terially to the success of hla vessel In-screening the -assault area
and in performing fighter director: dutips. Tater yhén his vessel was |
attacked almost simultansously by nine enemy bombers and: fighters, :
he directed the anti-alrcraft defonses of his ghip and. gucecdded in -
degtroying three enémy planes and. damaglng geveral others. Although .
the MAHAN. was geverely ‘damaged when threc hostile: alrcraft craghed
her, he worked tireleesly to save his vesmel, giving the" order to '
‘nabandon ghlp only after the maga?ines began to explode..."'

‘He returned to the Unlted States in D@cember 1944 and after brief
temporgry duty in the Bureau of Naval Pergonnel, “he had instruction. 1q
February and March 1945 at the Fleet Sonar- bchooi, Key . West, Flornda,?l
and the Naval Training Center, Norfolk, Virginis. He then fltted out -
the' USS LEARY, snd asgumed command of thdt degtroyer on May 7, 1945.;;
He remained in that ocommand throughout the last few months ol the war,
vhile the LEARY, converted to a radar picket after her shakedown, :
~trained 1n the Atlantmc. After the Japanese surrender, tho LEARY was:
ordered to duty in the Pacific in connection with occupation of the

Japanese home islands,

 fThe . LEARY left for Japan afterp partlclpating in the PrOQ1dont1al
Review in New York Harbor on Navy Day 1945. She arrived in Japan in @
Novembor, and in April 1946 was reassigned to Task Force T, operating
in the Western Pacific, In July 1946 thoe LEARY returned to Pearl Hapr-
bor, where, on July 17, he was detached and returned to the United :
States for a year of instruction at the Industrial College of the
Armed Forces, Washington, D. C, He remalnéd at the Industrial Col- :
lege for two additional years as a member of the fagulty, first work-.

ing in the. field of manpower moblllization, and thon touring the United. .

Stateg as a member of an Industrial Ooliege team lccturJng on problems
of economic mobilization. _

In June 1949 he was dotached from the Tndustrnal College for ap-
- glgnment to the Staff of Commander, U, S, Naval Forces, Germany, as - =
Loglstics Officer. He wag detached from this duty in August 1952 and -
now commands Degtroyer Divislon 322, PR ot
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: In addition to the Silver Star Medal and.the Commendation Eibbon
with Combat "V," Captain Campbell has the American Defonse Service
Madal with stars the American-Campalgn Medal; the European-African-
Middle Eastern Campaign Medal; the AsiaticsPacific Campaign Madal witlh
three stars; the Phillppine Liberatlon Ribbon with one star; the World
War IL.Victory Medal; and the Navy Occupation Service Medal, Asia and
Burope C1asps. [ e : '

" He 1s a;member:of_the Ug S.tNéyal;lnstitute{
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