CAPTATN MAXIM W, FIRTH, U, S. NAVY

Moxim William Firth was born in Bemnington, Vermont, on June 22, 1908,
gon of William Charles end Mildred TaFountain Firth., He attended Bennington
High School and had one year as Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts, before entering the U. S. Naval Academy, Annapolis,
Maryland, on appointment firom his native state, oh June 14, 1927, hs a Mid-
ghipman he particlpated in lacrosse, crew and tosketball, Graduated with
the degree of Bachelor of Seience on June 4, 1931, he was commiggioned Ensign
in the U, 8, Navy from that date, and subsequently sdvanced to the rank of
Captain, to date from June 1, 1950, ' :

 After graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1931, he was agsigned
to the USS MIIWAUKEE, and served as a Watch snd Junior Division Officer on
board that cruiger until Detober 1933, During the next eight months he had
duty as Communication Watch Officer on the Staff of the Commander Battle Foree,

and from June 193/, to June 1935 had commmnication duties on the Staff of the
Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleel. ‘

During the period June 1935 to July 1938 he had successive gea duly as
Wateh and Communications Officer of the USS WASMUTH, Watch and Torpedo Offi-
cor of the USS REID, and Watch and 1gt, Lieutenant of the Ugg SIRIUS. He was
a student st the Naval Pogtgraduate School, Annapolis, Maryland, during the
next nine months, completing the General Iine Course, and in June 1939 joined
the USS BROOKLYN for duty as Watch and Division Officer and Agsistant Gunnery
Officer, Yo was serving in the BROOKIYN at the outbreak of torld War II, in
Dacember 1941 and, detached in February 19/2 wag ordered to command the USS

SPRY (PG-54}.

in command of that gunbost, and later commanding the USS FLAHERTY (DE-
135) from May to Cctober 1943, in the Ablantic, Caribbean and South Atlantic
Areas, he served as Commander Fscort Division 37 from November 1943 until
August 1944 Under his command that Division operated in the South Pacific
and Southwest Pacific Areas, and participated in the New Guinea Campaign. He
ons doteched with orders to command of the USS CLAXTON (DD-571), assuming com-
mand in November 1944 and commanding that destroyer throughout the remaining
period of hogtilities. Participating in amphibious operations in the Philip-
pines and Okinawa, he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat '"V," and
(later) the Silver Star Medal., The citations follow, in part:

Bronze Star Medal:  '"For meritorious achievement as Commanding Officer
of the USY CLAXTON prior to and during operations against enemy Japanese for-
ces on Corregidor Island, Philippine Tslands, from February 15 to 26, 1945.
Maneuvering his ship in waters made Gangerous by shoals and enemy mlhesg, Com-
mander Firth closed Corregidor Taland to Point-blank range and directed gun-
fire in support of Army forces engaged in the recapture of the ISLAND. Under
his direction the guns from his ship neutralized enemy offensive and defen—
sive strength, and inflicled heavy material and personnel cagsualties on the
Japanesea.a(He) was largely responsible for the successful operation of his
ship toward the recapture of Corregidor..." , '
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Silver Star Medal: M"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as
Gommanding Officer of the USS CIAXTON, in action against enemy Japanes forces
during the capturc and defense of Okinawe Shims :.and outlying islands in the
Ryukya Chain, from May 16 to August 12, 1945. Stounchly aggressive in combat,
. Commander First fought his ship gallantly in urgent fire support, screening
and radar picket duty despite the savage attacks of Japanese torpedo, bombing
and kamikaze planes and, skillfully countering the repeated onslaughts of
viciously diving enemy aircraft with the devastating firepower of his heavy
guns, exccuted adroit evasive maneuverg which enabled him to proceed expedi-
tiously in the furnishing of timely warnings to our. vital shipping concentra-
tiong without sustaining msterial or personnel casgualties on board his vesgel.
Under hig able direction, the CLAXTON's gunners shot down five of the attack-
ing planes during thig critical period of operationg...”

In October 1945 he reported to the Nayy Dopartment, Washington, D. Cuy
for a tour of duty in the Office of Industriel Relations, later transferring
to the Naval Transportation Service. Detached from the latter in January
1948, he became Executive Officer of the USS TOLEDO. He gerved on board that
cruiger until June 1949, being in command from October 1948 until January 1949,
In July 1949 he reported to the Staff of Commander Atlantic Reserve Fleet,
serving as Ordnance Officer and Assigtant Material Officer wntil April 1952,
when he was ordered to the Staff of Commander Cruiger Division 6, as Chief of
Staff, He remsined on duty in that capacity wntil August 1953.

A student at the ¥aval Waor College, Newport, Rhode Island, until June
1954, he completed the course in Strategy and Tactics, then served for 18
months as Logistlics Officer on the Staff of the Commander Naval Forces, Ger-
many, In December 1955 he assumed command of the USS ESTES (AGC-12), and in
Mareh 1957 he was detached for duty as Commanding Officer, Naval Administra-
tive Command, U, S. Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, California, '

Tn addition to the Silver Star Medal and the Bronze Star Medal with Com-
bat “W," Captain Firth has the American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp;
American Campaign Medal; Buropean-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal; Asia-
tic=Pacific Campaign Medal with silver star (five operations); World War IT
Victory Medsls Navy Occupation Service Medal, Asia Glasp; China Service Medal
(cxtended) ; National Defense Service Medal; and Philippine Liberation Ribbon

with one star.
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