GAPTAL: GEOIGE 'I, ASHORD, U, S. AVY

George Yoodson Ashford was born in ntkinsville, Georgia, on February
18, 1908, son of 'illian Henry and Fallie Quillien Ashford. WYe ntiended
Athens (Georgia) Hizh School and had a year at the University of Goorgia
before ontering tac U. S. Naval Academy in 1925, As a Midshipraa he was
Captain of the Favol fAcadeny “Jrestiing Tean for two years. Graduated and
comiissioned Insimm on June 6, 1929, he subscauently advanced to the rank
of Captain, to date from March 30, 1945.

Afher graduation from the Haval Acadeay in Juns 1929, he had sea duty
on board the USS WEW YORK and USS UFAH, battloships oporating with the Battlo
Flect and Secouting Fleet, resncetiveiv, In 1930 he retuvraed to the Naval
Academy for brief duty as Assistant UYrestling Coach, and later that year was
ordetad. .foy flight training 46 the Haval Air Station, Penszcola, Florida. e
conpleted flight training and was designated Naval Aviator in Decembef 1930,
and duwring the five yearc to follow cerved with Fighting Squadron 3F, based
on the US8 LANGLEY, later cn ihe USS LINIHCITON, and with Patiol Squadron A,
operating from Coco Solo, Tamu. Zone, During that period he was a member of -
the Arerican Olympic esstling Squad in 1932,

Fron Jonuary 1926 mntil Junc 1938 he gerved in the. USS COLORADO, a unit
of Batitleship Divislon 4, Butile I'orce, and for a year théreafter served in
the USS BARRY, operating with Destroyers, Battle Force. 'le wag next ordered
to the Georpia School of Technulogy, Atlanta, Georgian, where he had duty in
connection with the Naval Reseive Officer Training Corps, and late.in 1940 was
detached for duty afloat. At the outbreak of Worid War Il he wns serving as
Flag Ideutenznt on the Staff of Gommander Support Foree, and continued duty
on that stalf nd as Flun Sscrpiavy on tho 38aff of Commander Task Force 24
until June 1943, ; :

He served during the remainder of 1943 and throughout 1944 ag Gunnery
Officer of the USS BILOXI, operating in the Pacific fren, and "For heroic
service {in that capacitys aupring action against encmy Jananese forces...on
October 13, 1944,..." was awarded the Bronze Star Medal, with Combat "V." The
citation continues: "Opening fire with all of his batteries when hostile air-
eraft came within range, he promwptly checked fire as the ronge was fouled by
other ships of the formation and commenced firing agnin as the range wos
cleared., By his procise control of his batteries, he prevented hitting any
ships of his formation and assisted materialiy in ropulsing the enony attack

n ;

“EBarly in 1945 he was transferred fron command of the BILOXI to duty
as Operations Cfficer on the Staff of Cormander Service Squadron SIX. He was
avarded a Gold Star in lisu of the Second Bronze Star Medal "For meritorious
service as Operations Officer on the Staff of the Commander of the Logistie
Support Group of the THIRD and FIFTH Fleets, during operations against eneny
Japanese forces in the vieinity of Iwo Jima, Okinawa, Honshu, Hokkaido and
- during the oceupation of the Tokyo Bay Lrea, frou Novenber 25, 1944, to Sep-
tenber 26, 1945...% The citation furthor states: .
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"..ofn able administrator, Captain Ashford rendered valuable assis—
tance in the furnishing of logistic support at sea to ships of the THIRD
and FIFTH Fleets engaged in amphibious opérations and; by skillfully di-
recting the support of fast carrier operations and earrier gtrikes, con-
tributed materially to the eminent success of the operations..."

: Remaining in the Far East during the occupation of Japan operations,

Captain Ashford returned to the United States late in 1945, and in 1946-
1947 served in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations (Publications
Panel), Navy Departwent, Washington, D. C. In August 1947 he assumed
command of the USS CANISTEO (A0-99), and when detached a year later re-
ported to the Fifth Navy Recruiting Area, Chicago, I1llinois, to be In-
spector of Navy Recruiting. Completing that tour of duty in June 1951, he
wes noxXt assigned as Director, racific Command Petroleum Office, Service.
Force, Pacific Fleet, and from March 1953 wntil July 1954 served as Chief
of Staff and Aide to Commander Service. Squadron 3.

"For exceptionally meritorious conduct...as Chief of Staff to Com-
mander Service Squadron THREE during operations against enemy aggressor
forces in Korea from 14 March to 27 July 1953..." he was awarded the
Legion of Merit with Combat "V," and citation which further states:

"Throughout this period, Captain Ashford discharged his many respon-
sibilities with exceptional skill and initiative and was highly successful
in solving the many preblems of rendering effective mobile logistic sup-
port to the SEVENTH Fleet...and assured the successful replenishment of
combat units by Task Force NINETY TWO despite the difficulties imposed by
changing conditions...A capab.e and rescurceful officer, he effectively
directed staff efforts in the integration of the logistic forces avail-
able to meet the requirements of continuous day and night operations, and
assured that all replenishment requirements in the combat area were ful-
filled, thereby permitting combat units of the SEVENTH Fleet to launch -
record offensives against ths onemy during the final days of the conflict.
By his outstanding professionsl ability, scund judgment and conscientious
devotion to duty, (he) contr.ruted in large measure to the combat readi-
ness of the SEVENTH Fleet...’

in October 1954 he assumed command of Destroyer Squadron 22, and
after his detachment in January 1956, was designated Chief, Navy Section,
Military Assistance Advisory Croup, Japan, arriving in Tokyo in March of
that year. Under orders of September 17, 1957, he currently serves as
Commander Military Sea Transportation Service, Gulf Sub Area £ Navy Con-
trol of Shipping Office, with headquarters in New Orleans, louisiana.

LY

In addition to the Bronzc Star Medal with Gsid Ster and Combat #V,"
and the Legion of Merit, alsc with Combat "V," Czpbtain Ashford has the
American Defense Service Medal with Bronze "A"; the American Campaign -
Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, with one silver and four bronze
stars (nine operations); the World War II Victory Medal; Navy Occupation
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Service Medal (Asia Clagsp); National Defense Service Medal; Korean Ser-
vice Medal; United Nations Service Medal; and the Philippine Liberation
Ribbon. He also has the Gold Life Saving Medal, awarded by the Treasury
Department for rescuing 2d. Iieut. H. D. Boyden, USMC, from drowning after
a plane crash off Pensacola in May 1930,

Captain Ashford is a member of Kappa Alpha Fraternity (University of
Georgia).

Navy Office of Information
Biographies Branch _

Tel, LI-46700, Bxb. 64646

23 Januars 1958






