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CAPTAIN WILLIAM E, CALDER, III
UNITED STATES NAVY

LA

: William Edward Calder, III, was born in West Medford, Massachu-
setts, on October 20, 1908, son of William E, Calder, Jr., and Mrs,
Julia Marcellena (Fuller) Calder. He attended grammar and high school
in Medford, and received the degree of Bachelor of Science in aeronau-
tical engineering from the University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa, Be-
1928 and 1930 he had duty with the Massachusetts National Guard, serv-
ing from April 18, 1930 to July 16, of the same year with the ONE HUN-
DRED AND FIRST Observation Squadron. He was honorebly discharged for
buginess reasons.

On May 5, 1936 he enlisted in the U, S.Neval Reserve, and on July
10 of that year his enlistment was terminated to accept an appointment
in’'the U, 8. Naval Reserve. Appointed Aviation Cadet the next day,
he was commissioned Ensign in the U. S. Naval Reserve on July 27, 1937,
and on July 29, 1S46 he transferred to the U, 8. Navy. He subsequently
attained the rank of Captain, to date from July 1, 1956,

- Upon receiving his appointment in 1936, he had flight training a
the Naval Air Station, Pensacbla, Florida., Designated Naval Aviator m
August 23, 1937, he joined Bombing Squadron SIX, based on the USS YORE
TOWN snd later on the USS ENTERPRISE. In July 1940 he was assigned to
the Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Florida, where he remained until re-
lieved of all active duty on September 4, 1940, ;

: ¢ Ordered in active Naval service, he had duty between January and
November 1941 at the Reserve Aviation Base, Squantum, Massachusetts,
Following a year's assignment at the Naval Alr Station, Anacostia, D.G
he reported in January 1943 for duty on the staff of Commander South
Atlantic Force, "For meritorious achievement while participating in
aerial flight as Captain of a Transport Plane at Panamirim Field,
Brazil, on June 16, 194%,,..." he was awarded the Alr Medal. The cita-

tion continues in part:

'"When the right engine of his plane was suddenly enveloped in
flames shortly after teking off and prompt application .of fire extin-
guishing equipment proved ineffectual, (he) skillfully maneuvered the
transport back to the airfield on one engine and effected a brilllant

emergency landing.....'

*  In December 1944 he joined the staff of the Commander in Chief,
U. 3. Atlantic Fleet and for “meritorious achievement as Officer in
Charge-of the Flag Aviation Unit....during operations against enemy
fqrces, from December 1944 to September 1945....." he was avarded the
Bronze Star Medal. The citation further states: '

? . ....Commander C&8lder rendered valuable assistance in planning
and eonducting administrative flights for the transportation of the Cam-
mander-in-Chief, United States Atlantic Fleet and members of his staff,
As Aviation Alde, he effectively performed numerous special duties and
wvas of great assistance to the Commander-in-Chief in all aviation mat-
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From October 1946 until June 1947 he was Assistant Bureau of
Aeronautics Representative at the Pratt and Whitney Aircraft Divi-
sion, United Alrcraft Corporation, East Hartford, Connecticuf, ai-
ter which he had instruction at the Naval School of General Line,
Newport, Rhode Island., Completing the course in May 1948, he at-
tended a refresher course at the Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi,
Texas, and in September 1948 assumed command of Patrol Squadron 2k,
When relieved of command of that squadron in January 1950, he re-
ported for a tour of duty as Deputy Director, Airborne Equipment
Division, Bureau of Aeronautics, Navy Department, Washington, D.C.

: From April to October 1952 he served as Operations Officer
of the USS SHANGRI-IA (CV-38), and for a year thereafter had siml-
lar duty on board the USS TARAWA (CV-40). He then served for two
gears on the Staff of Joint Task Force SEVEN, and since October
955 has been assigned to Tagk Force FORTY-THREE, Operation DEEP-

FREEZE, the Navy's Antarctic Expecdition of 1955-1957.

In addition to the Bronze 3tar Medal and Air Medal, Captain
Calder has the American Defence Service Medal; the Amerilcan Campaign
Medal; European-African-Middle Eastern Campaizn Medal; World War II
Victory Medal; and the National Defense Servicec Medal, He has also
been awarded the Order of the Southern Cross, rank of Cavaller, by

the Government of Brazil,
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