Wardd

CAPTAIN GORDON CAMPBELL
UNITED STATES NAVY

Gordon Campbell was born in Washington, D. C,, on October 1, 1905,
son of Brigadier General Archibald Campbell, USA (Ret.), and Mrs,
(Julia Defrees Sample) Campbell. He attended Punahou School in Hono-
lulu, T. H., while his father was serving as Adjutant General, Hawai-
ian Department, and later attended Swavely's Army and Navy Preparatory
School in Washington, D. C., and Marion Institute, Marion, Alabanma.
Entering the U, S, Naval Academy on June 16, 1922, he was graduated
and commissioned Ensign on June 3, 1926, and through subsequent pro-
motione attained the rank of Captain, to date from August 30, 1944,

Assigned first to the USS PENNSYLVANIA, he served aboard that
battleship, flagship of Battleship Division 3, Battle Fleet, from
July 1926 until May 1929, when he was transferred to the USS OKLAHOMA,
another unit of Division 3, A year later he was detached to the USS
COLE, operating with Destroyer Divigion 3, Scouting Fleet, and re-
mained aboard that destroyer until December 1931, From January to
June 1932 he had submarine instruction at the Submarine Base, New
London, Connecticut, and for ten months thereafter waos attached to
the USS S-17, based on Coco Solo, Canal Zone,

He returned to Annapolis in July 1933 for general line instruction
at the Naval Postgraduate Schoo}, and for 2 year, 1934-1935, he had
duty at the Naval Training Station, Norfolk, Virginia. For a year he
had successlve duty in the submarines S-43 and S-30, of Submarine
Force, Pearl Harbor, On May 1, 1936 he assumed command of the USS
S5-23, also attached to Submatine Force, Pearl Harbor, and detached
May 19, 1938, was assigned to the Submarine School, New London, as an
instructor. He joined the USS BASS in June 1940, and from September
of that year, when shewas reactivated, until May 1942 commanded that
submarine,

On June 7, 1942 in the early period of the United States partici-
pation in World War II, he was assigned to the staff of Commander Suh-
marine Squadron 3, as Operations and Gunnery Officer. A year later
he transferred for brief duty on the staff of Commander Submarine
Force, Atlantic Fleet, and on August 2, 1943, assumed command of Sub-
maﬁine Division 53, and remained in that command until October 23,
1944,

On November 18, 1G44 he was designated Commander Submarine Squad-
ron 45, with additional duty as Commander Submarine Sguadron 52. "For
exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding
services to the Government of the United States as Commander of vari=
ous Submarine Divisions from September 1943 to September 1945, and as
Commander of Submarine Squadron FORTY FIVE during operations against
enemy Japanese forces in the Pacific Ocean Area from December 1944 to
September 1945..." he was awarded the Legion of Merit. The citation
states that he "supervised the training of submarine crews and the
general readiness of his command, thereby contributing to the success
of our submarine forces in destroying many thousands of tong of hos-
tile shipping..."



Capt. Gordon Campbell, USN Page 2

Upon his return to the United States, he reported to the 0ffice
of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, Washington, D, C.,
vhere he was Chief of District Affaire until August 1948, In S%p-
tember he joined the staff of Commander in Chief, Pacific, and Y. S,
Pacific Fleet, and served as Asgistant Chief of Staff for Administra-
tion until the summer of 1950, when he reported to the Industrial
College of the Armed Forces, Washington, D. C., as a student. Com-
pleting the course in May 1951, he served in the Bureau of Naval
Personnel, Navy Department, until ordered in March 1952 to duty .
afloat in command of the USS COLUMBUS, In February 1953 he was de-
tached to return to the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations,
where he currently assigned.

In addition to the Legion of Merit, Captain Campbell has the
Silver Life Saving Medal, awarded by the U, S. Treasury Department
for rescuing a man from the USS PENNSYLVANIA on May 3, 1928, at the
Navy Yard, Puget Sound, Washington; and a Letter of Commendation from
the Secretary of the Navy for meritorious service .on the same occa-
gion, He also has the American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp;
the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal; the American Campaign Medal; and
the World War II Victory Megdal.
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