REAR ADMIRAL BENJAMIN COE, U.S. NAVY, RETIRED

Benjamin Coe, son of the late Louis Johnson Coe and Lydia
Williamg Coe, was born in Springfield, Illinois, on March 19, 1906,
He graduated from Springfield High School, and wae appointed a mid-
shipman from Illinols, enterlng the United States Naval Academy, ,
Annapolls, Maryland, in June, 1926, He graduated and was oomm1881oned
Ensign in 1929, and was promoted in rank thereafter to that of Captain
(temporary) dating from March 30, 1945, His transfer to the Retired
List of the Navy became effective on September 1, 1950, when he was
ddyanced in rank to Rear Admiral on the basis of combat awards,

Uoon graduation in 1829, he was assigned duty in the USS &ARATOGA
aid served until October, 1930 aboard that carrier. The following
vear he wasg attached to Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Florida, for
instruction and flight training, and was designated Naval Aviatory
In November, 1931 he returned to the SABATOGA, and scrved wlth Tor—

pedo Squadron 2B until December, 1953,

From December, 1955 Untll July, 1936 he served aboard the USS
YARYLAND, based at 8an Pedro, California. Ordered to Pearl Harber,
Hawaii, he had duty attached to the Fleet Alr Base there, from July: -
1936 to May, 1938. Returning fto duty at sea the following menth, he -
served in the USS SOUTHARD, flagship of Destroyer Division 8, Battle
Force, U, S, Fleet, later flagship of .Mine Division 5, Base Force, av -

“an Diego, . Ga11¢orn1aq

In January, 1942 he transferred to the USS HOPKINS and served
&3 Commanding Offlicer. He was awarded the Silver Star Medal, and
cited as follows: ¥Por conspicuous gallantry and 1ntrepldity as
Commanding Officer of the USS HOPKINS during action againgt enemy
Japanese forces in the Solomon Islands on August 7 and Septoember 7.
1942.  Participating in the initial attfack as a screcening and minsa
sweeping vessel, the HOPKINS . . , frequently re-entered the Guadal-:
canal-Tulagi Area, despite persistent opposition by Japanese aircraft,.
in order to. escort and protect vessels carrying reinforcemeﬁts and !
supplies to the United States Marine forces established on the island -
shore, . » (His) gallant fortitude and consclentious devotion o duty
contrlbuted materially to the success of a vastly 1mportant m1581on.q

In December, 1942 he commanded the USS CRAVEN for one monch, and,
the year January, 1943-1944, he scrved consecutively with the Bouth
Pacific Force and the U.S8. Paoclfic Fleel, after which he assumod cdem- -
mand of the USS8 ROSS, destroyer. The RO3S was survivor of two dew
gtructive mine explosions, 286 air raids, an enemy aerial strafing, i
a typhoon, and finally, a kamikaze orash, when the rugged ghip reached
Mare Island Navy Yard to undergo overhaul. He received a Gold Btar
in lleu of the gecond Silver Star Medal, and the Bronze Star Medal
with combat distinguishing device, V, the citatlons stating in part:

. Gold Star in lieu of second Silver Star Medal:  V"For consplcuous
gallantry and intrepidity as Gommanding Officer of a destroyer damaged
when 1t struck two floating mines lmmediately prior to amphiblous '
landings in the Philippine Islands, October 19, 1944, Subjectsd to
relentless enemy bomblng and strafing during resoue and salvage Op- ;
eratlons carrled out in the dark of early morning, (he) courageously
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" - directed his crew in fighting off the savage attacks and, by his
cool, decisive leadership and intelligent efforts, ‘gsucceeded in
: stopping leaks, corrgcting the 1llst and arresting further damage on
! the seriously crippled and unsupported vessel, An inspiration to his
. men throughout the -hazardous period, Captain Coe was responsible in
large measure for the .saving of his gallant ship and her CrEWe o o

Bronzc Star Medal with Combat Vi~ "For meritorious service as -
Commnanding officer of the USS BOSS during action against enemy Japan-
ege forces in the Palau, Marlanas and Philippinc Islands Areas from
June, 1944 to March, 1945, Directing hls shlp with skill and age.
oresgiveness, (he) provided an effective screen for egcoryv carricrs.
at Salpan and later conducted shore bombardments at Palau, Ulithi,
and Homonhon. . . Subgsequently conducting an effective defense in the
narrow, rostricted waters of Surigao Stralt, he boldly fought off the
attacking hostile alrcraft and, despife hils mine-damaged ship, suc—
seeded in blasting three enemy planes out of the sky. o o

In April, 1946 he was ordered home, and thereafter until July,
1347, ‘he gerved as Director of Pergonnel Digtribution, First Naval
N strich, Boston, Massachusetts. From July, 1947 to February, 1948,
he had duty in command of Destroyer Divieion 82, Atlantic Fleetl. He
rgsumed duty in the First Naval District 1ln august, 1948, ag Assistant
Cnief of Starf for Administration, and was so sorving when relieved of
active dubty ponding his retirement, September 1, 1950, '

In addition to the Silver Btar Medal, Gold Star in lieu of a
scoond Silver Star Medal, mnd Bronze Star Medal with Combat V, Rear
Admiral Coe has the Ribbon for and facsimile of the Navy Unit Com-
mendation awarded to the USS HOPKINS; the Amerlcan Defense Service
Medal, Fleet Clasp; Agiatioc-Pacific Campaign Medal: Ameriocan Campalgn
Medal; World War II Victory Medal; and Philippine Liberation Ribbon -
with btwo bronze engagement gtars, :
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