CAPTAIN CARLTON H, CLARK, U, S, NAVY

Carlton Howard Clark was born in Corbin, Kentucky, on June 17,
191k, son of Themas V, and May Flowers Clark, He attended Western
Kentucky State Teachers College, Bowling Green, Kentueky, from 1934
until 1938, majoring in Methematics and Physieal Edueatilon, He en-
listed in the U, S, Naval Reserve at St, Louls, Missourl, on August 15,
1938 and, appolnted Avietion Cadet, was sent to the Naval Air Station,
Pengacola, ‘Florida, on September 15, that year, Completing flight train-
Ing, he was designated Naval Aviator on Oetober 19, 1939, and commis-
sloned Ensign, USNR, on November 24, 1939. Through subsequent advance-
ment end his transfer to the U, 8, Navy, he attalned the rank of Cap-
tain, USN, to date from Januery 1, 1959.

Detached from the Naval Air Statilon, Pensacola, in November 1939,
he reported in December %o Patrol Observation Squadron TWENTY-THREE .
based at Pearl Harbor, T, H,, end served as a Pllot and Agsigtant Gun-
nery, Navigation: and Operstilons Officer of that Squadron, In June 19kl
he was transferred to ‘the Neval Air Station, Keneohe Bayy where he had
similar duty prior o and after the Jepanese attack on Pearl. Harbor on
Decenber 7, 194L. In September 1942 he was imprisoned by the Japanese,
after he had particlpated 1n setion at Pesrl Harbor, Mldway and in
the Solomons, and remalned s Prisoner of War in Tokyo, Japan, through~
out the remaining war period. He was repatriated in September 19L5,

He was awarded the Navy Cross "For extraordinary heroism as Com-
wander of a Patrol Plane during action against enemy Japanese forces
in the Solomon Islands Area from August 5 to September i1, 19hz,,."
The citation further states: "In addition to partieipating in the
seizure of Ndeni on August 5, Lieutenant Clark, durlng the initial
battle of the Solomons, flew a total of fifty-six hours, condueting

patrol, reconnalssence and emergency flights. On September 6, with

the aid of another patrol plane, he severely damaged and probably
destroyed a Japanese four~engined borber, then contributed effective
asslstance toward resecue of the erew of a patrol plane which had

been forced down &t sea. While preparing to attack a hostile seaplane
‘tender on September 11, he was fired upon by numerous. Japanese fighters
and wag himself foreed Lo effect an emergency landing on the water.

His cool courage, proficient skill and relentless Tighting spirit through=
out these actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of the
United States Navel Service," : :

From January to .June 1946 he was s Refresher Student at the Naval
Air Station, Pensacols, Florida, and the next year completed instruc-

- tion at the General Line Schocl, Newport, Rhode Island., During the per-

1od July to November 19#7:he1hadlaﬂyancéd;imaiﬂingaat“thc Naval Air
Station, Whiting Field , after which he served as Exeeutive OFficer

of Training Squadron IV st the Naval Air Station, Pensacola, for seven
months. During that period he also had Operational Training at the
Naval Alr Station, Jacksonville, Florida, '
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Decenber 1948 found him on duty as Executive Officer of Pighter
Squadron SEVENTY~TWO, whlch he commanded from June 1949 until June
1950, During the year to follow he was Fighter Training Officer on
the Staff of Commander Air Force, Atlpotic and in July 1951 reported
for instruction at the Armed Forces Staff College, Norfolk, Virginia,
Completing the course there in Janusry 19524 he next served as Training
Officer on the Staff of the Chief of Neval Air Reserve Tradning, with ,
headquarters at the Naval Air Station, Glenview, Illinois, He reported -
“In October 1953 =g Commander Carrier sir Group SIX, :

Between November 195l and Novémber 1956 he was VP Treining Qfficer
on the Staff of the Chief of Neval Alr Training, with heedquarters st
the Neval Air Station, Pensacolas, Florida, He wus next attached to the
Staff of Commander Air Foree, Pacifle and in Jemwmry 1957 reported as
Executive Officer of the USS YORKTOWN, In March 1958 he Joined the
Staff of Commender Fleet Alr, Whidbey, headquartered at the Navel Air
Station, Whidbey ITsland, Washington, where he remained untll June 1959, .
Following an assignment as Assistant Chief of Staff for Logistics on
the Staff of Commander Naval Forces, Merlenas, he assumed comwand in
October 1959 of the Naval Alr Stetion, Agena, Guam,

In September 1961 he joined the Staff of the Armed Forces Staff
College, Norfolk, Virginia, and in July 1963, was assigned to the San
Francisco (California) Navel Shipyard. He was ordered detached in August
1964 for duty es Commending Officer of the Naval Alr Technleal Training
Unit, Naval Air Stetion; Peunsacols, Florida.

In sddition to the Nevy Cross, Captain Clerk hes the American Dee
fense Service Medsls Asistic«Pacific Campaign Medal; World War II Vie-
tory Medel; end the Netlonsl Defense Service Medal,
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