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John Howard Cassady, born in Spencer, Indiana, April 3, 1896,
attended Spencer High School and before hilg appoinbtment to the
U, 8, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from the Segcond Dilstrict
of Indiana in 1915, prepared at the Army Navy Preparatory School,
slso located in Annapolis, As a Midshipman he participated In
baseball and basketball, Graduated and commissioned Ensign on
June T, 1918, with the Class. of 1919, he reccived temporary pro-
potion to Iioutenant (jg), during World War I, wae commissioned
in that pank July 1, 1920, and subsequently progressed 1n rank,
attaining that of Viece Admiral to date fron January 15, 1950, He
served in the rank of Admiral as Commander Waval Forces, Eastern
Atiantic and Mediterranean, with date of vank, april 7, 1954, and

was retired in that pank on May 1, 1956.

_ Following graduation in 1918, he was aboard the Uss VIRGINTA
for a month prior to reporting in August to the USS CASSIN, operat-
ing with the degtroyer forces pased on Quesnsbown, Ireland, After
the Armistice he joined the UsSs OLYMPIA, flagship of Commander,

U. 8, Naval Forces, Bastern Mediterranean, and remained in that
gruiszer between Decesmber 1918 and March 1920, He next had consecu-
tive duty antil June 1922 in the USS WILKES, USS. DIXIE, and UB3S3
PRUXTUN., Transferred to the USS McCORMICKE, flagship of Commander
Destroyer Detachment Naval Forces, BEurope, he served later as Ex-
gcutive Officer pefore he was dotached in February 1924,

: Returning to the United States, he was assigned to the 0ffice
of Naval Communications, Navy Department, Washington, D. C., from
March 1924 until February of the following year, when he reported
ag District Communication Superintendent with additional duty as
Radio Material Officer of the 9an Juan Communieation Pistrict, San
Juan, Puerto Rico. In September 1926 he joined the USS AROOBTOOK,
and in March 1928 was detached for flight training at the Naval
Air Station, Ponsacola, Florida, Degignated Waval Aviator on De-
cowber 8, 1928, he served with Seouting Squadrou 2 based on the
USS SARATOGA until May 1930, and the following vhree years had
duty at the Naval Air station, Pensacola, Florida.

He reported in October 1955 for duty in connection with the
fitting out of the USS RANGER, and reported atoard that aivceraft
cavrier upon her commissionlng, June &, 1934, In June 1935 he
assumed command of Scouking Squadron 4, based on the ailrcraft car-
picr LANGLEY operating with Adreraft, Battle Trorce, and from June
1936 to May 1937 was attached to the Naval Alr Statlon, Naval
Operating Bare, Norfolk, Virginia. He then became Aszistant Naval
Attache and Assistant Naval Attache for Air at the American Em-

bassy, Rome, Italy.

Returning to the United states in July 1939, he assisted in
the fitting out of the USS WASP (cv 7), at the Bethlehem Shipbuild-
ing Corporstion, Quincy, Massachusotts, and served as Aly Officer
of that aircraft carrier from ner commissioning April 25, 1940,
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until April 1941, He joined the staff of Commander, Airveraft
(later designated Commander Carrievs), Atlartfc Fleet, as Opera-
tione Officer and was 1n that capacity when tis United States
entered World War II, December 8, 1941, From ¥ay 1942 until

. March 19%3 he had duty as Chief of Staflfl and A'de to the Chief,

Air Operational Training, Naval Air Station, Jacksonville, Flori-
da, after which he was assigned to the Tyaining Division, Bureau

‘of Aoronautics, Navy Department, Washington, 2, C. In the latter
agsignment he also served as the Navy's Representative on the
Joing Committee of Air Training in North America.

On August 22, 1943 he assumed command of the USS SARATOGA .
Under his command that carrier operated with a Tagk Force in a
geries of successful raids on enemy bases throughout the South

"and Central Pacifiic, taking part in the Treasury-Bougainville

pperation, October 28.December 15, 1943; the Gilbert Islands Op-
eration, November 20, 194%; Ococupation of Eniwetok Atool, Febru-
ary 17-March 2, 1944; the Sabang Raid, April 19, 1944 and the

Soeraba ja Raid, May 17, 1044,

He was awarded the Legion of Merit for "exceptionally meri-
torious conduct in the performance of outstanding services to the
Government of the United States as Commanding Officer of the USS3
SARATOGA during action against enemy Japanesae forces in the Buka-
Bonls Area, Bougainville, British Solomon Tslands, on November
lwgé and against Rabaul, New Britain, on Novemwber 5 and 11, 1943
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He was also awarded a Gold Star in lieu oi a third Leglon of
Merit, with Combat "V," for outstanding servicos as ", ..Commander
Task Force FIFTY EIGHT POINT FIVE with the Brinish Ragstern Fleet
and sg Commanding Officer of the USS SARATOGA i action against
enemy Japancse forces in the vicinity of Sabarg, Sumatra, and
Soerabaja, Java, from March 9 to May 20, 1942, ,.(enabling) air
attacks by the atir groups of the USS SARATOG and the HMS ILLUS-
TRIOUS to inflict extensive damage on enemy witlitary and naval
installations in this area with a minimum of ‘nudes H0 our person-

nel and equipment..."

On July 24, 104k, after his return from the Pacifilc Area, he
reported to the 0ffice of the Chlef of Naval Operations, Navy De-
partment, for duty as Director of the Aviation Planning Dlvision,
and was later desiﬁnated Assistant Deputy Chief of Naval Opera-
tions (Air). For "exceptionally meritorious conduct...as Direc-
tor of the Aviation Planning Division under the Deputy Chief of
Naval Operations (Alr) from 2% July 1944 to 5 Qctober 1944, and
as Assistant Deputy Chief of Naval Operatlons (Air) from 5 October
1944, ,," he was awarded a Gold Star in lieu of the Second Legion

of Merit,

Tn October 1945 he became Commander Carrier Division FOUR,
Atlantic Fleet, and continued to serve in that command until Janu-
ary 1946, when he was tyansferred to duty as Commander Carrier
pDivision ONE., From April 1947 to June 1948 he served as Comman der
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Fleet Air, Quonsct Point, Rhode Island., He ity returned to the
Navy Department to serve as Asgistant Chief of Naval Operations
(air), remaining there antil July 1949, when he reported as Comm=
mander Fleet Alr, Jacksonville, Florida.

Page 3

. With the accompanying rank of Viee Admirval, he agsumed the
duties of Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (Airs on January 25,
1950, When detached from that assignment in May 1952, he reported
for duty as Commander SIXTH Fleot, and on March 19, 1954, he became
Commander in Chief, Naval Forces, Bastern Atlantlc and Mediterra-
nean with the rank of Admiral. e was transferred to the Retired

List of the U, 5. Navy on May 1, 1956,

tn addition to the Leglon of Merit with two Gold Stars and

. Combat "V," Admiral Cassady has the World War T Victory Medal;
Destroyer Clasp; the american Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp,
American Campaign Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with
four stars, World War II Victory Medal; National Defense Service
Medal. He alsc holds the degree of Honorary Commander of the
Military Division of the Most Excellent Order of the British Em-
pire, Companion of the Order of the Bath, awarded him by the
Government of Great Britain, and the Order of Phoenix (Grand Offi-
cer), awarded by the Government of Greece.

one of the Navy's most experienced carrisr aviators, Admiral
Cassady has made numerous speeches on Naval niv Operations, and
has participated in Naval-Civilian Orientatlioc vourzes. -
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