VICE ADMIRAL LEON 8, FISKE
U, S, NAVY, RETIRED

~ Leon Sangster Filske was born 1n Bangor, Maing, on September
3, 1694, son of Frederick 0. and Minnie Leuretta (Mitchell) Filske.
He attended public schools 1n Bangor and. Thomaston, Maine, and - -
was appolnted Lo the U. S, Naval Acadqmy,.Annapolis,‘Maryland,f
from his native state in 1912. As a Midshipman he participated

in class athletics and wor clasgs numerals in soccer, Graduated
and commissioned Ensign on June %, 1916, he subsequently progresss -
ed in prank, attaining that of Rear Admiral to date .from August .7,
1947, On July 1, 1953 he was transferred_tc_the.Ratired.List_of :
the U, &, Navy and, was advanced to the rank of Vice Admiral on
the basis of combat clbtatilonsg, o I e

After graduation from the Naval Academy In 1916, he joined
the newly commissioned destroyer TUCKER (DD 57). Following the
United States! entry into World War 1, the TUCKER arprived in
Queenstown, Ireland, in May 1917, as a unit of the sgegond:destroyer
division to be sent overseas. He had duty ag Navigator of that

destroyor whlle she performed_antiwsubmaring,and,pgngogpaggiggf-
menta, operating out of Queenstown and Brest, France, and during -
his last six months &board'served*gSjEpgineer.Ofii;”;jffﬁ-~;ﬁﬁf :

* In August 1918 he réturned to the United Stat 3 and

to the Fore River Shipbuilding Company, Quincy, M
where the USS PAIMER wag. fitting.out. ~At the
the PALMER was conducting he¥ acceptance tric
Maine, and he continued duty as Engineer. _
from her commlgsioning November 22, 1918 unt
tached from the PALMER, he seérved variously a
Navigator, Bxecutive Officer, A ommanding 0P
destroyers HOGAN UL HAMILTON, MoCAWLEY

until August 19 Folloving an as |
of the Receivi San I
USS KENNEDY as.

He repcrfédfihiﬁéﬁ;l927f5$jlns..ﬁcﬁb?iinaﬁhe
Electrical Engineoring and Physics at the Naval Acade L
served in that capscity for a year, when he became Agsistant to..

my,- and.

the Commandant of Mldshipmen. ‘He remained there;unﬁilfqunejlgzo;,_»fp.ﬁ-

when he joined the staff of Commander Destroyers, Battle Force,
as Alde and Flag Secretary. Returning to the United States in
June 1934, he completod the course at the Naval War College, New-
port, Rhode Island, in May 1935, and continued duty on the staff

until May of the next year.

‘ Ho served ag Flrst ILieutenant and Damage Control Officer of
the USS COLORADO, and in April 1937, assumed command of the US3
ARCTIC, He commanded that fleet provision ship of the U. &, Pa-

cific Fleet, until June 1938 when he returned to shore duty in

the Central Division, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations,
Nayy Dopartment, Washington, D. C. Betwoen August 1938 and June -
1941 his duties included Departmental Administration for the Naval

Governments of Guam and Samoa,
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on July 2, 1941 he assumed command of the newly-bulld and
commisgioned fleet repail ghip VULCAN, While under his compand
the VULCAN stationed at Argentia, Newfoundland, and later at
Hvalfjodur, Iceland, durlng the fall .and winter of 1941-1942,
served as repair ship for American destroyers convoying ships
bound for England with lend-lease materials, During this period
the VULCAN aszisted in making repairs to the torpedoed deatroyer
KRARNY, which enabled her to proceed under her own power to the
United States for permanent repairs, For outstanding accomplish-
ment in assisting in the repairs of the KEARNEY, he recelved a
Letter of Commendation, with authorization to wear the Commenda-
tion Ribbon, from the Commonder in Chief, U:s S. Fleet, The clta-
tion follows in part: -

"pppreciating that the temporary repalrs werc mpldly ac-

complished In an open, notoriously rough harbor in lcy water at

a latitude and-season where the available hourg of daylight must
have been very few and when the dangers and difficulties of work-
ing within an kg@rovigsd calsson under such conditions were great,
the succegsful accomplishment of this feat of repairs merlis the
sincere admiration of all, and is an inspiration to those in the
Naval Service ashore who are building and repairing units of the

Fleet..."

Relieved of command of the VULCAN in May 1942, he transferred
in the same capscity to the USS SAVANNAH., That cruiser participat-
ed in the initial American landings on North Africs in Npovember
1942, and subsequently joined the FOURTH Fleet and engaged 1n
anti-raider and blockade patrol in the South Atlantic, He was
avarded a Letter of commendation, with authorization to wear the
Bronze -Star on-his Commendation Ribbon, from the Commander in
Chief, U. 8. Atlantic Fleet. The citation is quoted in part: "You
maneuvered the USS SAVANNAH akillfully and boldly in a manner
which ernabled her accurste and effectlive gunfire to assist in a
great degree toward the neutralization of hostile shore batteries
and the destruction of hostile mechanized columns,..'

. Detached from commend of the SAVANNAI in March 1943, he served
for a vear as Asglistant Director of the Base Maintenance Dlvislon,
Office. of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, Washing-
ton, D. C., where hls dutles included base defense mattewrs of
mine, netas, underwater detection, and passive defense. In Maych
194l he was ordered to the Pacific for duty asg Commander Service
Sguadron TWELVE instituted at that time to clear, reconstruct and
improve newly oécupied harbors in advance areas. Service Squadron .
TWELVE was nick-named "The Harbor gtpeteher,” and her functions
ineluded hydrographic surveys, placing of navigational aida, clear-
ing wrecks by salvage and demolition, removal of coral haends by
blasting, and deepenlng of channele, anchorages and dock aites by
dredging. ' :
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"For exceptionally meritorioug conduct...as Commander of 2
Service Squadron and Task Group in the Marianas, Weatern Caroline
and Volcano Islands, from May 25, 1944, tO-Agril 1, 1945,.." he
vas_awarded the Legion of Merit with Combat "V," "The citation
follows in part;, TAlthough handlcapped by an acute ghortage of
equipment and personnel (he) Immediately coordinated and utilized
every available facility and efficlently directed the clearance
of captured havbors, the salvaging of enemy and American materials
and the planning snd development of harbors in these BAPERE .y

For further services in command of Service Squadron TWELVE,
he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V," with the
following citatlon: "For exceptionally meritorious conduct...
from April 1945 to November 1945.,." The citation continues: M
Despite the lack of equipment and the shortage of personnel, he
continued toward the successful accomplishment of his task by
paking use of overy avallability and coordinating the facillties
- of civillan, Army and Navy forces. The installations ;at Oklnawa
were nearing completion when ti#e typhotns struck necessitating a
disecontinuance of operations due to the extensive damage inflicted.’
Despite theeavy toll of damage incurred by his operational force,
(he? successfully deployed his equipment and personnel to Naha
Harbor to materially aid the Army Torces in their initial opera-
“tions to effect.a transposition of this harbor into a vitally im-
portant Army Base,.,” :

. Tn November 1944 he was appointed Commodore (for temporary
service), and continued to serve as Commander Service Sguadron
TWELVE until the deactivation of that Squadron on March 2, 1946,
whon he was ordered to the United States for leave and reagslgn-
ment. He next reported as Special Assistant to the Commandant,
Eleventh Naval District, with headquarters in San Diego, Califore
nia, and on January 1, 1947, in the rank of Captain, became Chief.
of Btaff and Aide. :

He assumed command on February 28, 1047 of Service Sguadron
PHREE, which furnished lYogistic support to the Western Pacific
Fleet and to United States activities in China. Relieved of that
command, he reported on July 2%, 1948, as Deputy United States
High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of the Pacilfic Islands,
with additional duties as Deputy Commander, Marianas, and Deputy
Governor of Guam. He served twenty-four days as Governor of Guam,
and with the inauguration of a civilian Governor, thus became the
lagt of a succesgion of Naval Officer Governors over a perilod of

fity years. '

: " In October 1949 he transferred his headquarters and staff to
Pearl Harbor, T. H,, and on June 1, 1951, was relieved by a civil-
tan deputy. He was detached from duty with the High Commissioner
on July -1, 1951, incident to the transgfer of regponsibility for
the administration of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Iglands
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from the Seeretary of the Navy to the Secretary of the Interior
on that date. On July 5, 1951 he assumed command of the More Is-
land~-Vallejo Area, U. S, Naval Bage, San Franclsco. He continued
to serve in that capaclty until relieved of all active duty,

pending his retirement; effective July 1, 1953,

In addition to the Legion of Merit with Combat "V," Bronze

 Star Medal with Combat "y, " and the Commendation Ribbon with
bronze star and "V," Vice Adwiral Fiske has the World War I Vie-
tory Medal, Destroyer Clagp; American Defense Service Medal with
Bronze "A"; American Campaign Medal; Buropean-African-Middle Eagt-
ern Campaign Medal with star; ﬂsiaticéPacifio Campaign Medal with
three engagement stars; the World Wapr II Victory Medal; the Navy
Occupation Service Medal; and the China Service Medal.
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