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COILIANDER FRZD THOMAS BERRY, U.S. NAVY, DECZASLD

Born at Logan, Iowa, November 23, 1887, Commander Berry wvas
appointed a midshipman from Iowa, and entered the Navagl Academy in
June 1804. Upon graduation he served two years at sea in the USS
COLORADO, USS TRUXTON, nnd USS PAUL JOUZS before receiving his com-
mission as Ensign on June 6, 1910. He advanced in rank as follows:
Lieutenant (junior grade), June, 1913; Lieutenant, August 29, 1216;

Lieutenant Commander, February, 1918; Commander, June 1226. 2

Betwreen llay 1912 and October 1215. Commgnder Berry served in
the USS DALE, Asiatic Station, tra.sfsrred to the USS GALVISTON
and was gssigned to Engineering duty. He returned to the Naval
Academy for the postgraduate course in steam engineering in October
1215, and had successive duty from June 1816 to July 1218 at the
Navy Yard, Philadelphia as Assistant to the Officer in Charge of
the Fuel 01l Plant; as Assistant to the Naval Inspector of ilachinery
at the Works of Hew York Shipbuilding Company, Camden, Hew Jersey;
and returned to the Navy ¥Yrrd, Philadelphia, in connection with
fitting out the KROWPARIIZ "TILHEZLI (renamed the VON STEUBEN), and
on board as Engineer Officer when commissioned.

In July 1918, Commander Berry was ordered to duty with the
Destroyer Force in Zuropean waters aboard the USS BEALE, and in
“cptember at Queenstown, Ireland, he took command of the USS ilC CaLLs
21 when detached he had a brief duty as Englneer Officer in the
55 ARKAIISAS before assuming command of the USS CROSBY in January,

- 219, Between that time and October, 1921, attached to Flotilla 4,
.2 served successively in command of the USS BREZZE, the CROSBY
#2in, in command of Division 18 of Destroyer Squadron 4, Pacific
¥ieet. Returning to Philadelphia, he reported to the William Cramp
& Sons Co. for duty in concetion with fitting out the USS M4ACLEISH
and on board when commissioned, September 2, 1920. Attached to the
Jestroyer Force, Paciflc Fleet, he had consecutive duty in command
of the USS LIONTGOMERY, USS MACLZISH, USS SIUPSON, and in the USS
GRzZAT JORTHIRN, which returned him to the Atlantic Coast.

From September, 1921 until the following June, Commander Berry
served as Instructor in the Navigation Department, Naval Academy,
returning at that time to sea duty as Engincer Officer of Destroyer
Squadron 12, Destroyers, Battle Fleet, USS LITCHFIZLD, flagship.
‘hen detgched in April 1225, he took command of the USS FARQUHAR,
and served wutlil his return to the Javal Academy on June 2, 1927,
for two years duty in the Executive Department.

On June 15, 1929, Commander Berry reported to the Naval Air
Station, Lakehurst, New Jersey, for instruction and additional duty
in Rigid Airship Training and Experimental Squadron, and three
weeks later was designated Student Naval Aviator for lighter than
alr craft. The following February his orders read "duty involving
flying under instruction." In July, 1230, he was designated Naval
Aviator, and was assigned to the Experimental Squadron with addi-
tional cuty as Executive Officer of the Lakchurst Naval Air Station.
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In January 193L, Commander Berry had temporary additional guEy
in connection with Fleet maneuvers, attached to the USS LOS ANGLLES,
lighter-than-alr craft, and the following June, when relieved of
former duties, he was assigned to the LOS ANGELES, and took command
in February, 1932, From June to November, he was Executive Officer
of the Naval Air Station, Lakehurst, and in December assumed the
duties of Commander Rigid Airship Training and Experimental Squadron,
USS AKRON, with additional duty in command of Naval Alr Statlon,
Lakehurst where the squadron was based, this duty involving flying.
He lost his 1ife in the crash of the Airship AKRON off the coast of

Hew Jersey, and died at sea April 4, 1933.
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Comnander Berry was awarded the Navy Cross for services durlng
Yorld Yar I, with the following citation:

"For distinguished service in the line of his profession
as Commanding Officer of the USS McCALL, engaged in the
important, exacting and hazardous duty of patrolling the
waters infested with enemy submarines and mines, in escort-
ing and proteeting vitally important convoys of troops and
supplies through these waters, and in offensive and de-
fensive action, vigorously and unremittingly prosecuted

against all forms of enemy naval activity."
. also had the Victory Medal with Destroycr Clasp.

Destroyer DD-858 has been named USS FRED T. BERRY in his honor,
~»d is now with the Atlantic Fleet,
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