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v . CAPBAFN JOSEPH RAPHAEL BARBARO
UNITED STATES NAVY

Joseph Raphael Barbaro was born on June 20, 1900, in Winechester,
Massachusetts, the son of James V. and Cantida (Iandoli) Barbaro, le
attended Winchester High ®chool, before recelving his appointment to
the U, . Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from his native state in
1917. As a Midshipman he participated in wrestling and e¢lass baseball,
Gpaduated and commigsioned Ensign on June 2, 1921, he subsequently at-
tained the rank of Captain to date from June 10, 1943. :

Following gmaduation from the Naval Academy In 1921, he had con-
secutive duty in the battleship UTAI and the destroyer REUBEN JAMOS, .
both operating with the European Squadron. Detached from the REUBEN .
JAMES in January 1923, he had instruction at the Torpedo School, New=
port, Rhode Island, and upon completing the course in May 19235, he join:
ed the USS HUMPHREYS, a unit of the Atlantic Fleet. Between January .
arnd June 1925 he had submarine training at the Submatine Base, New
Tondon, Connecticut, and after completing his instruction in June 1925
reported aboard the USS 8-37, operating on Asiatic Station, !

In September 1928 he roturned to the Nawval Academy to serve as an
Thgtructor In Marine Englneering and 3panish until June 1930, when he
was assigned duty with the Electoral Mission in Nicaragua. In December
1030 he jolned the USS MARBLEHEAD, as Assistant Gunnery Officer, and.
continued duty in that cruilser, operating Iln both the Atlantic and
Pacific, until June 1933, He then reported for a second tour of duty
at the Naval Academy as an Ingtructor in Spanish. '

. From Junc 1936 to February 1938 he had duty first, as Assistant
Gunnery Officer and later as Acting Gunnery Officer aboard the US3
PENNSYLVANIA, operating with the Battle Fleet, after which he trans-
ferred to the USS CONCORD,. He served as Gunnery Officer aboard that
crulser until June 1939, affer which he wasz again ordered to the Naval
Academy, to serve as Head of the Second Class Committee of Instructors
in Electrical Engineering. In July 1940 he was assigned to the War
Plans Division in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy . '
Department, washington, D, C. ‘ '

. Tn January 1941 he became Chief of the United States Mission to
fcuador, "For exceptlonally meritorious conduct.,... in this assign-

ment he was awarded a Gold Star in liecu of a Second Legion of Merit, -
with the following citation: "With a profound understanding of’ the
problems of the Fcuadoran Navy, the) skillfully developed mutual respec
and friendship between the United States and Fcuador and thereby cnable
the Naval Foreces of the two countries to operats with close milltary

cooperation.....
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He. received a sea command in January 1945, the USS THOMAS JEFFERSON,
and was commanding that high speed trangport during the invaslons of
Normandy, southern France, and Okinawa. He was awarded the Bronze otalr
Medal and the Legion of Merit, both with Combat "V." The citations
follow in part: : '

Brionze Star Medal -- "For meritorious S6TVICE, ... .in action againat
Pf the coast of France, June 6, 16ll, Handling his ship
with excellent skill and offectively coordinating his boat group and
control craft during the initial invasion of Normandy, (he) succossfull;
dabharked troops without loas and degpatched assigned lgnding craft to
ths proper besches desplte unfavoranle sea conditioqs....,"

enemy forces o

Leglon of Merit -- thop, ., . oubstanding services.....o8 Commanding
Crficer of the USS THOMAS JEFIERSON, prior to and during the amphibious
jnragion of Southern France in sugust 1944, .. .By akillful seamonship’
T2 ncoordination he brought his ship through prescribed routes to the
reoner unloading point and, when it became apparent that landiig was
‘mpogsible becausc of extensive undcrwater obstructions, carried oub
the disembarkation operations 1n the face of enemy resistance on an

alternate beach,eao

Relieved of command of the THOMAD JEFFERSON in August 1945 he ve-
turned to the United States to serve as Asgigtant Dipector of the FPan
American Affaire and Naval Missions Division in the Office of the Chief
of Naval Operaticns, Navy Department. Following a period of hogpitalil-
sation, 4pril to July 1950, he reported for duty on the Selection Board
and as a member of the Paysical Review Council, in the Bursau of Navil
Personnel, Navy Department, tie is now under orders to report as Naval
Attache and U, 8, Naval Attache for Air, at the American Embasay,
Caracas, Venezuela.

o the Leglon of Merit with Gold Star and Combat iy, !
"y " Captain Barbaro has the '
d War T Victory Medal, At-

Tn addition t©

docond Nicaraguan Campaign Medal; tho Worl
lantic Fleet Clagp; the smerican Defense Service Medal with ono star;
the American Campaign Medal; the Europeaarﬁfrican—Middlé Factorn Cam-
paign Medal with two combat .stars; the Asiatic-Pacific Campalgn Medal
with one combat star; and the world War IT Victory Medal. Ie has also
been awarded the Cross of Abdon Calderon by the Government of Ecuador.






