CLPTAIN SCARRITT ADAMS
UNITED STATES NAVY

Scarritt Adams was born in St, Louis, Missouri, on March 9, 1907,
son of H, Coolidgec and Louisc (Scarritt) Adams, He attcnded Saltus
Grammar School, Bermuda, ond the Massachuscttts Institute of Tcchnology
at Cambridgc (1925—19265, before entoring the U. S, Naval Academy,
Lnnapolls, Maryland, from thc stote of New York in 1926, As 2 Midship-
man he played soccer and plebe water polo, Graduated and commissioncd
Ensign on Junc 5, 1930, he subscquently attained the rank of Captaln
to datc from July 1, 1949, having scrved in that rank (tecmporary) from
Dccember 10, 1945 to December 1, 1947, ‘

Following groduation from the Naval Academy in 1930, he joincd
the USS MARBLEHEAD, and when detached in June 1932 returncd to the
Unitcd Statcs for fitting out duty in the USS INDIANAPOLIS, He was
aboard that cruiser from her commissloning, November 15, 1932 until
Junc 1934, when he reported aboard the USS GOFF. He rcmained in the
latter until August of the same year, when he was assigned to the staff
of Commandcr Destroyer Squadron FIVE, operating with thc Asilatic Flect,.

For a yecar from Junc 1937, he attcnded the course In General Linc
at the Postgraduate School, Annapolis, Maryland, after which hc had
instruction in intelligencc in the Office of the Chicf of Naval Opcra-
tions, Navy Department, Washington, D. C. Complcting the coursc there
in May 1939 hc reportcd as Gunnery Officer of the USS McDOUGAL, While
he was aboard that destroyer she transported the late Presidcat Frank-
1in D. Rooscvelt to the Atlantic Charter Conference; was on North At-
lantic Patrol; mode the first mail trip to Iceland after the occupation
and participated in pre-war convoy duty. In December 1941 he trans-
ferrcd to the USS MISSISSIPPI to serve as Alr Defensc Officer, First
Licutcnant and Damage Control Office, He is entitled to the Ribbon
for, and a facsimile of the Navy Unit Commendatlon awarded tho MISSIS-
SIPPI. The citation follows in part:

M eeeeohs Flagship of our battlc line during the historlic night
battle of Surigao Strait, the USS MISSISSIPPI led our forces in anni-
hilating thc hcavy Japancse surfoce units, For thirty-slx continous
combat days, shc conductcd bombardment missions to cover the Leyte
landings and, in the foce of vicious Kamikaze attacks with almost no
air support led out cmbattled Naval forces as they guarded our foothold
in thc Philippincs. In moking the daring initial penetration of Lin-
gayen Gulf on January 6, 1945, she fought off suicide plancs in their
suprcme. attempt to cripplc our hcavy ships and, for the ncxt forty
days, cffcetively bombarded shore installations, supportcd our am-
phibious forces on the landing beaches and provided a covering force
until Luzon was finally sccured. Undetcrred by either the continuing
Kamikazc attacks or by thc sudden and rapid fire from cnemy shorc bat-
terics, she again provided coffective firc support to our troops on the
Okinawa becaches. Climaxing her carecr by the brilliant three-doy bom-
bardment of the most strongly fortified position encountered in the
Pacific War, shc completely destroyed Shuri Castlc and cnacbled our

Marincs to capture this stronghold almost without opposition....."
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Detached from the MISSISSIPPI in March 1945 he wes assigned to
the Third Naval District, Noew York, Now York, as Dircctor of Discipling
with additional duty as Dircctor of Wclfarec, Ho- remained therc until -
August 1946, when he beeame Intelligoence Officcr, Tenth Naval District,
San Juan, Pucrto Rico. Rcturning to scrvicc afloat, hce commandced the -
USS WHITESIDE from November 1947 to Fobruory 1949, -when he rcported
as District Intclligence Officer, Sixth Naval District, Charlcston,
South Corolina. He is now undcr orders to the Naval War Collecgec, New-
port, Rhodc Island, for Instruction. : ;

In addition to the Navy Unit Commcndation Ribbon, Captoin Adoms
has the fmerican Defeonsc Scrvice Mcdal, Flcet Clasp; the Ancrican Cam-
paign Medal; the Asiotic-Pacific Campaign Medal with onec silver star
and two bronzc stors (scven cngagements); the Buropean-African-Middlc
Eastorn Campaign Mcdal; the World War II Victory Medal; the Philippinc
Liberation Ribbon with two bronzc stars; the China Scrvice Mcdal; and
the Navy Occupation Scrvice Medel, Aisia Clasp. :
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