CAPTATN BURDEITE E. CLOSE
UNTTED STATES NAVY

Burdette Bugene (lo8e wat porn in Moravia, Ney York, on April
92, 1910, son of Howar. Burdette and Sophie Clark ( Ercanbrack
¢lose. He attended Moravia High gohool and The Manlius dchool,
Manlius, New York, prior to his appointment to the U, g, Naval
Academy, Annapolls, Maryland, from his native state in 1928, As a
Midshipman he particlipated in Class wrestling, and was s membey of
the Masqueraderg, Cholr, orchestra, and the Naval Acadeuy 10 {dance
band), Graduated and commissioned Ensign On June 2, 1932, he sub-
sequently progressed in rank, attaining that of Captaln, to date

 from Janyary 1, 1951,

After graduation from the Naval Acadeny in 1932, he preported
on board the USS MARBLEHBAD, to selve snccescively ag Radilo Officer
Gunnery Officer and Agsistant Navigator antil May 1934. He was
then ordered to the Naval Air Statlon, Pensacola, Florida, and on
oetober 10, 1935 was designated Naval Aviator. The came month he
joined Patrol Squadron 51X, operating alternately from the USS

INTERPRISE and USS YORKTOWN,

JFuly 1938 he had instruction in bombsignt ot
the Naval Proving Ground, Tahlgren, Viprginia, after which he gBervel
for a year with Patrol squadron THREE (redesignated on July 1, 197
Patrol Squadron THIRTY TWO). Later that month he transferred to
Bonbing Sqguadron SEVEN, attached to the Uss WASP and UsS RANGER,
and. in June 19%0 joined Patrol squadron SEVENTY QONE, also operatlng
from ‘the USS5 WasSp, He continued duty in the WASP ¢rom July to De-
cenber 1041, when he wag ordered to return to the United States.

Between May and

He was pext agsigned asg Iield and Targ
tions Department at the Naval Air gtation, Naval Operating Base,
Norfolk, Virginia. In September 1942 he preported for duty in con-
nection with ndvanced Base Units, Atlantic Fleet (Operation TORCH
Allied landings in North and Western Africa), in the Office of the
Vice Chief of Naval operations, Navy Department, Waghington, D. C
Two monthe later he became Assistant Operations officer on the
otaff of the Commander Northwest African Sgg Trontielr and in Febru

—ary 1943 transferred in a cimilar capacity, to the staff of the

Commander Moroccaln 9ea Frontiel.

Returning ko the United States in Januarly 194k, he had fittin
out duty in the USS aTEAMER BAY at the Kaijser shipbuilding Company
Vancouvelr, Washington. He reported on board that escort aircraft
carrier as Executive Officer upon her commizsioning, April L, . 1944
Detached from the STEAMER BAY in July 19ll, he joined the USS
MATANTKAU as Executive officer, and for twenty-<Jyo days while the
MATANTRAU was being inactivated, he was in command. Betweel Augl

1046 and July 1949 he sevrved as Executive officer of B bmar
od theg Seniolt '001}1’&;.:

Dowal opment, Squadron oNE, after which he atiend
at the Haval Wex aoll=co, Mowport, Rhode Falande

et Officer in the Oﬁera-7 §
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In July 1950 he reported as Agsistant to the Head of the dSup-
porting Plans Section, Strategilc Pilane Division, Office of the
Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department. He remained in that
agsignment until August -1952; at which time he reported for duty
1n connection with the egtablighment of Tlest Alr, Bastern At~
Yantic and Mediterranean. Upon the establlshment of that actlvity
in September 1952, he became Chief of Staff to the Commander Fleet
Air, Fastern Atlantic and Meodlterranean, On March 18, 1955 he as-
cumed command of the USS CURRTTUCK, and in October 1955 wae ordered
to duty as Commander Waval Air Bases, Firet Naval District, with
additional duty ag Commanding officer of the Naval Air Station,
Quonset Point, Rhode Teland. TUpder orders of spril 23, 1957, hée wWee
debfched from command of the Naval Afr Baser, and commanc of the
Naval Air Stetion became his primary assisnment.

the American Defensce Sepvice Medal with
Bronze 'A"; the Buropean-African-Middle REastern Campaign Medal;
Asiatic~Pacific Campaign Medal; the American Campaign Medal; the
World War ITI Victory Medal; the Navy Occupation Service Medal,
Agia and Burope (laspe; the China Service Medal; and the National

Defenge Service Medal.
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