REAR ADMIRAL ROBERT BEAMAN BELLIS, U. 3. NAYY, RETIRED

A native of Durham, North Carolina, Rear Admiral Ellis is
a graduate of the Naval Academy's Class of 1926, Early in his
-career he served in the Battleships PENNSYLVANTA and ARKANSAS,
and submarines of the Aslatic Fleet, the S-31, CANOPUS snd S-38.
After instruction at the Naval Postgraduate School, and a tour of
duty at the Naval Academy as instructor in the Department of Elesc~
trical Engineering and Physics, ke again served at sea, first as
Radio Officer of the cruiser ASTORIA and later; on the Staff of
Commander Cruiser Division 4, attached to the NORTHAMPTON,
flagship. '

In June 1939 he veported to the Navy Department for duty in
the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, and in May 1941 as-
sumed command of the USS SCHENCK., Under his commend, that
destroyer engaged in escort operations in the North Atlantic, and
was based on Tceland during the first six months of World War TT.
He continued escort operations as Commsnding Officer of the 0SS
HITARY P, JONES, convoying troops to the United Kingdom and tankers
from there to Curacao, then commanded Destroyer Division 58, with
pennant in the BULMER, engaged in XKiller Group Operations with the
BLOCK ISIAND, from October 1943 to March 1944,

During the eilght months to follows, he commanded Destroyer
Division 25, his pennant in the WOOLSEY: That destroyer was
avarded the Navy Unit Commendation, and he was personally awardsd
. the Bronze Star Medal and Gold Star in lieu of the second similar

avard for ajlr-surface, anti-submarine operations iIn North Africa
and Southern France in 1944, . A Gold Star in lieu of the Third
Bronze Star Medal was awarded him for trang-4tlantic convoy opera-
tions in command of Destroyer Squadron 3 and Destroyer Division 5,
during the early months of 1945,

In May 1945 he returned to the Navy Department to serve for
two years as Communications Officer in the Office of the Chief of
Naval Operations, and after two years as Assistant Chief of Staff
for Communications to Commander, Marianas, reported in May 1949
to the Navy Department, for a tour of duty in the Bureau of Naval
Personnel. On June 25, 1951, he assumed command of the cruiser
DES MOINES of the Atlantic Fleet, and a year later became Chief
of Staff and Aide to Commander SIXTH Fleet.

From July 1954 until November 1956, he served as Deputy Com-
wander in Chief, and Chief of 3taff and Aide to the Commander in
Chief, Waval Forces, Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean. On
December 11, 1956, he became Commander Naval Base, Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, and in September 1958 was ordered to duty as Commander ‘
Amphibious Group FOUR, He continued to serve in that capacity
until relleved of all active duty pending his retirement, effec-
tive Decerber 1, 1050,
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., Adm. E. B. Blllsj USN‘) Ret .

PERSONAL DATA:

Education: Salisbury (North Carolina) High School; Marion Miid-
tary Ingtitute, Marion, Alabama; U, S, Naval Acadeny
(BS 1926); Submarine School {1930); Postgraduate
School (Communications, 1935); Naval War College
Correspondence Course in Strategy and Tactics

PROMOTTIONS:

Midshipman, June 14, 1922

Znaign, June 3, 1926

Lieutenant (jg’, June 3, 1929

Lisutenant, June 30, 1936

Lieutenant Commander, November 23, 1940

Cormender (T), December 15, 1942 .
Commander to rank from June 22, 1938; August 7, 1947
Captain to date from August 1, 1943; August 30, 1944
Rear Admiral, to date from July 1, 1954

Retired, December 1, 1959

DECCRATTONS AND MEDALS:

Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V"

Gold Star in lieu of second Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V"
Gold Star in lieu of third Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V
Yangtze Service Medal '

American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp

American Campaign Medal

Turcopean-African~Middle. Eastern Campaign Medsl

World War IT Victory Medal

National Defense Service Medal

CITATTONS:

Bronze Star Medal: "For meritorious service as Commander of a
joint Air-Surface Anti-Submarine Hunting Group during the search
for and sinking of an erlemy submarine off Oran, Algeria, on May
19, 1944, Skillfully directing the opvosition of an attack group
composed of five destroyers and aircraft of the Mediterranean
Allied Coastal Air Force, Captain (then Commander) Ellis effsc-
tively coordinated the movement of his ships throughout a two-day




R, Adm., R, B. Ellis, USN, Ret.

CHRONCLOGTICAL TRANSCRIPT OF SERVICE:

search for the enemy, thereby placing his units in & favarsbic
position to locate attack with depth charges and finally z:ivw
thenhostile uanderseas craft by accurate and destructive zuntirs

Gold Star in lieu of second Bronze Star Medal: "For heroir sev
vice as Commander, Destroyer Division TWENTY FIVE prior to and
during the amphibjouz invasion of Southern France in August snd
September 1944, Engaged 1n action against enemy coastal posi-
tions, Captain Ellis led his ships in damaging raide againet
shipping and harbor facilities. in enemy~held ports and, dirsct-
ing numerous gunfire support missions, assisted the Alllsd ground
foreces in their advance along the right flank of the coastal
arsag...contributing materially to the success of his division

in supporting Allied operations in Southern France..."

Gold Star in lieu of third Bronze Star Msdal: "For meritorious
achievement during operations against enemy forces while serving
as Commander of a unit of ships of an escort group protecting
trans-Atlantic convoys during World War IT...Undeterred by enemy
opposition and adverge weather conditiong, Captain Ellis exps-
ditiously directed the ships under his command in fulfilling
difficult assignments, thereby contributing materially to the

guccess of his group in this area of operations...'

Cct 1926  May 1627 USS PENNSYLVANTA (Engineerin%)

May 1927 Aug 1927 USS ARKANSAS (Communications

Aug 1027 May 1929  USS GILMER

Jul 1929  Sep 1929 Submarine Base, New London, Conn, {In-
struction)

Feb 1930  Jun 1930  Submsrine Base, New London, Conn. (In-

| gstruction) :

Jul 1930 Mar 1932  USS S-31

Mar 1932 Aug 1932  USS CANOPUS

Aug 1932 dan 1933 U35 8-38 :

Apr 1933 May 1935 U. S, Naval Academy, Annapolis, M4, (In-
struction)

May 1935  Jun 1935  Submarine Base, New London, Conn. (In-

' struction)

Jun 1935 May 1936 U, 8. Naval Academy (Instructor)

Jun 1936  Jun 1938 USS ASTORIA (Radio Office)

Jun 1938 May 1939 Cruiser Division FOUR (Radio Officer)

Jun 1939 May 1941 Office of Chief of Naval Operations, Ravy
Department, Waghington, D, C.{Comm./

May 1941 May 1042  USS SCHENCK (Commanding Officer)

May 1942  Sep 1943  USS HILARY P. JONES (CO)
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, Aum, R. B, Zilis, USW | Ret.

set 194%  Mar 1984 Dertroyer Divieion B5U %G&}

: ‘ Nov 1984  Destroyer Divielon 25 Co)

Dec 1044  Apr 1045 Destroyer Sguadron THREEE {003
%dd%tional duty: Dsstiroyer Division ¥FIVH

cO

Moy lObs  Jun 1947  Office of Naval Operationz, Navy Depaii-

ment, Wasghington, D. C. {Uommunications
. Officer)

aug 1947  May 194¢  Commander, Marianas (Assistant Chief of
Staff for Communications) :

May 1040  Sep 1951  Bureau of Naval Personnel, Vavy Department

' {Plans and Policy Divieion) ‘

Sep 1951 Aug 1952  USS DES MOINES (co%

Aug 1952  Jun 1954 Comman%er STXTH Fleet (Chief of btaff ang
Aide .

Jul 1954 Yov 1956 Commander in Chief, Naval Forceg, Hastern
Atlantic and Mediterranean (Deputy Com-
mander in Chief, and Chief of Staff and

. Aide}
Dec 1956 , Waval Bage, Guantansmo Bay, Cubs (CO)
Dsr 1958 . Commander Amphibious Group 4
Dec 1959 Retired
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