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REAR ADMIRAL FRED E, BAKUTIS, UNITED STATES NAVY

Fred Edward Bekutls was born in Brockton, Massachusetts, on Novem=
ber 4, 1912, son of Frank and Anne Bakutis, He attended Brockton public
sehools and after gradustion from High School there in 1930 was appointe
ed to the U, S, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, which he entered on
June 16, 1931, As a Midshipmen he was Captain of the Track Team 1935,
was & member of that team for three years, and for two years played with
the N, A, Ten, dance orchestra. Graduated and commissioned Ensign in
the U, S, Navy on June 6, 1935, he subsequently progressed in rank to
that of Rear Admiral, to date from January 1, 1963,

After graduation in June 1935, he was assigned to the cruiser USS
CHESTER, in which he served as & Jjunlor officer, later Division Officer,
until Januery 1, 1938, He then reported to the Naval Air Stetion, Pensa=
cola, Florida, where he completed flight training and was designated Naval
Aviator on Jamuary 10, 1939. Detached in Marech that year, he reported a
month later to Seouting Squadron 3, based on the USS SARATOGA, In Septem-
ber 1941 he returned to Annapolis for instruction in Aeronautieal Engi=
neering at the Naval Postgraduate School, but at the outbreak of World
War II he was ordered to the Naval Alrcraft Factory, Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania, where he served as Inspector of Arresting Gear and Ceatapults
from March until September 19u2,

In October 1942 he Joined Fighting Squadron 16, based on the USS
IEXINGTON, and had duty for a year as Executive Offiecer of that squadron
of FEF Helleats., In October 1942 he assumed command of & similar squad=
ron, VF-20, based on the USS ENTERPRISE, which with her Air Groups won
the Presidential Unit Citation for heroie serviece in the pacific Combat
area, Remalning in command of that squadron until February 19h5y he
served the remaining months of hostilities in the Navy Department, Wash=
ington, D, C,, attached to the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations
(VF Military Requirements Desk) and the Bureau of Aeronautiecs,

During the war he partiecipated in strikes on the Bonls, Yap, Palau,
the Philippines, Formosa and Okinawaj was shot down by a Jap destroyer
which he was attacking in an F6F, was adrift for seven days in a raft
in the Sulu Sea; and was picked up by the submarine HARDHEAD, transfer=
red to the USS ANGLER and taken to Perth, Australia, A Navy Ace, he is
credited with twelve planes shot down and much damage to shipping, ground-
ed aircraft and installations, He was awarded the Navy Cross, Legion of
Merit with Ccmbat "V," Distinguished Flying Cross with Gold Star in lieu
of a second, the Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V," and the Air Medal
and six Gold Stars in lieu of additional awards, Available citations
follows

Navy Cross: "For extraordinary heroism as Pilot of a Fighter Plane
and Commanding Offieer of Fighting Squadron TWENTY, attached to the USS
ENTERPRISE, during operations against enemy Japanese forces in the Battle
for Leyte Gulf on October 2&,719hha Aggressively leading a small search
group on a strike against an enemy task force, Commander Bakutis succeeded
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in locating the coneentration of hostile vessels and immediately report-
ed the loecation to his base, Then, launching a brilliant attack on the
Japanese ships, he fought his plane gallantly in the face of a withering
barrage of accurate antlsireraft fire and gunfire from the enemy's main
batterles, personally seoring direet hits with his rockets on a battle=
ship and econtributing in large measure to the dameging of one cruiser
and two other battleshipse during this fierce action..."

lLegion of Merlt: "For exeeptionally meritorious conduet in the
performence of outstending services,.,as Pilot of a Fighter Plane, at-
tached to USS LEXINGTON in operations against enemy Japenese foreces, in
the Bonin Islands, August 31, 194h; in the Palau Islends, September 10,
194k; in the Nansei Shoto Arem, October 10, 1944j in the Philippine Isw=
lands Area, October 18 and December 14 and 15, 194k, Executing his at-
tacks with skill and eourage; Commender Bakutils destroyed 11 and damaged
11 enemy aireraft on the groundj destroyed two small vessels and damaged
& frelghter and a medium cargo ship with well directed rocket hitsy and
agsisted in sinking or demeging seven small vessels,.."

Bronze Star Medel: "For meritorious service as Commanding Officer
of Fighting Squadron TWENTY attached to the USS ILEXINGTON operating
against enemy Japanese forees In the Pacific Area, Commissioning his
squadron with 45 pilots on October 15, 1943, Lieutenant Commander Bakutis
imbued in the personnel under his commaend his own indomitable spirit of
aggressiveness and rapldly developed a fighting teem characterized by
exceptlional air diselpline, courage and combat skill, Meintaining a
smoothly coordinating orgenization as the complement more than doubled,
he constantly drilled his pilots in fundsmentals as well as advenced
and changing tacties as existing conditions varied., His inspiring lead=
ership and tireless efforts were determining factors in the splendid re=
cord achieved by his squadron,.."

Alr Medal: '"For meritorious achievement in aerial flight as a
Pilot and Commanding Officer of Fighting Squadron TWENTY, operating
from the USS LEXINGTON during action against enemy Japanese forces
over Pormosa, January 15, 1945, Ieading a daring fighter sweep despite
extremely adverse weather eonditions, (he) sighted a Japanese fighter
plane at low altitude and Immediately started pursuit., Holding grimly
to his target at high speed and through eloud cover, he finally succeed=
ed in shooting the hostille fighter down in flames ten feet above the
water as the Jepanese pllot was reaching the safety of Formose..."

Gold Star in lieu of the Second Air Medal:; '"For meritorious achievew
ment,..during action against enemy Japanese forces in the Pacifiec Area,
January 20, 1945. Engeged in combet air patrol over the Task Force, Come
mander Bakutis was vectored to Intercept & hostile snooper and immediately
clinbed to 23,000 feet to engage the Japanese pilot, pressing home his
attack with fierce determination and, with the assistance of his wingman,
shooting the enemy down in flames within sight of the Task Force., His
Intrepid fighting spirit and unwavering devotion to duty were in keeping
with the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service,"
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The Distinguished Flying Cross and Gold Star were awerded for hero-
ism on October 15, 194, and for "series of meritorious acts while par=
ticipating in aerial flights from October 10 to December 16, 19LL,,,."
Gold Stars were awarded in lieu of the Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and
Seventh Air Medals for routine flights during the respective periods,
September 1 to 7, 194k; September 8 to 13, 19kk; September 14 to 16, 19LbLj
January 3 to 7, 19453 and January 9 to 21, 1945,

Completing his post=war tour of duty in the Navy Department in June
1947, he was ordered next to the USS TARAWA, for duty as Group Commander,
Carrier Alr Group ONE, and during the period June 1948 to February 1949
he commanded Carrier Alr Group FIVE of the USS VAILEY FORGE, Four months’
duty as Training Officer on the Staff of Commander Fleet Air, West Coast
and Commander Air Force, Pacific, was followed by his assignment to the
Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island, where he was a student for one
year and served on the Staff for two years. In June 1952 he rejoined the
USS VALLEY FORGE to serve as that carrier's Executive Officer, As such
he participated in combat in Korean waters and was awarded a Gold Star
in lieu of the Second Bronze Star Medal for "meritorious service in
Korea from 31 December 1952 to 5 June 1953..." The Combat Distinguishing
Device was authorized for this medal also,

He 1s also entitled to the Ribbon for and a facsimile of the Navy
Unit Commendation awarded the USS VALLEY FORGCE,

From June 1953 until June 1955 he again served on the Staff of Come
mander Air Force, Pacifiec; as Alr Training and Readiness Officer, after
which he was assigned to the Office of the Deputy Chief of Naval Opera-
tions (Air) for duty in connection with Aircraft Programs, In August
1956 he assumed command of the USS GARDINERS BAY (AVP-39), then served
successively in 1957-1959 as a member of the Staff of the Commander in
Chief, U, S, Pacific Fleet, and Commanding Officer of the USS HANCOCK
(CVA-19). In Decenmber 1960, he was again assigned to the Office of the
Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, where he had duty as Assistant
Director of the Fleet Operations Division,

On July 20, 1961, he was assigned as Deputy Chief, Joint Alternate
Command Element in the organization of the Joint Chiefs of Staff at Fort
Ritchie, Maryland, In March 1962 he became Commander Alaskan Sea Frontier,
with additional duty as Commandant of the Seventeenth Naval District, Head-
quaerters in Kodiak, Alaska, On September 1, 1962, he assumed further ade
ditional duty as Commander Fleet Air, Alaska/Commander Naval Air Bases,
Seventeenth Naval District.,

He assumed cammand of Anti-Submarine Warfare Group ONE at Long Beach,
California, on Mareh 28, 1964, where he served until March 29, 1965, 1In
ceremonies at the U, S, Navy Yard Amnex, Washington, D, C., he assumed
command of the U, S, Naval Support Force, Antarctica on April 27, 1965
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and in April 1967 he was detached to serve as Commsnder Fleet Air,
Alameda, with headquarters at the Naval Air Station, Alameda, Cali-
fornia. 1In March 1968 he repcrted as Cimmender of the Hawaiizn Se=
Frontier/Commancent of the Fourteenth Naval District, with additZonsl
duty as Commsnier Fleet Air, Fawzil.

In adaition to the Wavy {rczs, Legion of Merit with Comitat "v,"
Distinguished Flying Cross with Gold Star, Bronze Star Medal with Gold
Star, Air Medzl with six Gold Stars, the Presidential Unit Citation
Ribbon, and the Navy Unit Commencztion Ribbon, Rear Admiral Bakutis
has the American Defense Service Medal; American Campaign Medal;
Asiatic-Pacific Camp=z=ign Medzl with three cperation stars; Worid Wer
I1 Victory Medal; National Defense Service Meda with bronze star;
Korean Service Medal; United Nations Service Medal; Antarctic Service
Medal with Gold Clasp and dise; and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon
with two stars.

Rear Admiral Bakutis! recreational pursuits inelude tennis,
fishing and hunting.

Navy Office of Information
Internal Relations Divisicn (0I-%30)
14 August 1968





