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Delbert Strother Cornwell was born in Philippil, West Virginia,
on April 16, 1900, son of Austin B. and Sarah Frances (Trahorn
Cornwell, He attended Philippi High School prior to his appointment
to the U, &. Naval icademy, Annapolis, Maryland, from the Second
District of his native sgtate in 1918. He waz graduated and commig-
sioned Ensgign on June 2, 1922, and through subsequent promotions
attained the rank of Rear Admiral to date from March 1, 1950.

Unon graduation from the Naval Academy in 1922, he proceeded
to the Vest Coast, assigned to the USS IDAHO operating with Division
EIGHT, Battleshlp Squadron FOUR, Pacific. Deteched from that vessel
in July 1924, he reported for flight training at the Naval Air Sta-
tion, Penrcacola, Florida, He was designated Naval Aviator on March
16, 1225, and in June of that year reported to Commander Aircraft
Squacrons, Scouting Fleet. He wasz subsequently assigned to Torpedo
and Bomb’na Plane Squadron ONE attached to the USS WRIGHT. Ee con-
tinued to gferve in that squadreon until December 1925, and sfter
brief duty with Observation Plane Sgudron SIX, joined the aviation
unit of the battlechip UTAH. Wnhile so gerving he wes awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross. The citation follows:

“Tor extrasordinary heroism on 18 November 1326, while pilot of
plane ;0711 in aerial flight in attempting to save the life of his
passenger, Lieutenant {jz) Edward B. Curtis, in spite of almost
certain cdeath to himself., While maneuvering at an altitude of 2,000
feet, the left wing of the plane collapsed throwing it into a =spin.
Lieutenant Cornwell gave the word to jump with parachutes, Tieuten-
ant Curtis wae caught in his seat, and Lieutenant Cornwell, after a
vain attem»t to free him, returned to his seat and attempted to
bring the »Hlane down in a flat spin, or otherwise ease the shocl: of
the fall, rather than leave the plane and its passenger to spin down
to sure destruction and death. The plane crashed to a complete wrec:
~resulting in the death of the passenter and the injury of the piloty

Between March and Augucst 1927 he had instruction at the Army
alr Corpe advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texag,
and uoon comnletion of the course returned to the Naval Alr 3tation,
Pensgacola, to serve as an Instructor until June 1930. He then
joined Bomb’ng Squadron CNE-B (later changed to Fighting Squadron
FIVE-RB) and in January 1931 transferred to Fighting Squadron THREE-B
{later redesignated Fighting Squadron THREE-3), operating with
Carrier Divieion TWO,

From June 1932 to June 1935 he served in the Flight Test Sec-
tion at the Naval Air Station, Anacestia, D, C.,, after which he re-
ported for duty with Observation Sguadron TWC, commanding that unit
between January and May 1937. Following a year'!s service ag Execu-
tive Officer of Patrol 2guadron TWELVE-F, he returned to the Naval
Atr Btation, Pensacola, whare he remained until april 1940,
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He next reported as COperations Officer on the staff of Jommand-
er Patrol Wing TWO, based at Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii, and
in Npvember 1040 transferred in a similar capacity, to the staff of
Commander Carrier Divigion ONE. He wag so serving vwhen the United
States entered World War II on December 8, 1941. "For distinguished
gervice,,,(in the latter assignment) in preparation for, during and
after the successful engagements with the enemy in the Goral Sea
on May 7 and 8, 1942,,.," he received a Letter of Commendation with
Ribbon, from the Commander in Chief, U, S, Pacific Pleet,

in auguet 1942 he assisted 1n fitting out the USS NASSAU at
the Nevy Yard, Puget Sound, Washington, and joined her as Executive
Officer unon her commisgioning on August 20, 1942, Following a
brief chaltedown cruise, the NASSAU proceeded to the South Pacific
and landec her alrcraft at Bspiritu Santo, from which point the
planes were flown to the support of operations on Guadalcanal. He
was detached from the NASSAU in February 1943 with orders to the
Logietic Plans Division, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations,
Navy Devartment, Washington, D, C., Upon the reorganization of
that Office in August 1943, he was asgsizned to the Aviation Plans
Section, alr Technical Analysis Diviegion, 0ffice of the Deputy Chief
of Naval Operations for Air.

On December 8, 1944 he azsumed command of the USS SUVANEE at
the Navy Yard, Puget Sound, Washington, where she was undergoing
repaire for the damage received in the Battle of leyte Gulf. Under
his command, the SUWANEE returned to the Pacific Area, and from
April 1 to June 16, 1945, participated in the initial landings and
occupation of Ollnawa and also 1In the neutralization of the Snki-
shima basgs, BShe also tool part in the initial landingzs at Balik-
papan, Borneo, June 30 to July 3, 1945, and for outstanding service
durinz these engagements, he was awarded the Legion <f Merit with
Combet "V," He iz also entitled to the Ribbon for and a faesimile
‘of the Presidential Unit Citation awarded the U35 SUWANEE, The
cltation for the Ilegion of Merit follows in part:

Tor exceptionally meritorious conduct...during oneratlons
against enemy Japanese forces in the vicinity of Sal~ishims Gunto
and Olzinava from March 30 to June 16, 1945, Operating in hostile
areas under the constant threat of enemy air and submarine attaclwe
for a period of 77 days, {(he) directed his ship in the infliction
of heavy damage on enemy defence installations..."

Relieved of command of the USS SUWANEE in Sevpterber 1045, fol-
lowing the canitulation of the Jananese the preceding month, he re-
turned to the United States to fit out the USS PEILIPPINE SEA. Upon
her commisszioning on May 11, 1946, he gssumed command and continued
in that command until July 1947. From August 1947 to June 1948 he
had instruction at the Nrifonal War College, Washington, D, C,, and
upon comnleticn of the course, became a member of the Jolnt Staffl,
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Washington, D, C. He continued to gerve in
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that capocity until May 1949, when he reported as U, S, Naval
attache and U. 5. Naval ittache for Alr, Londen, England. He
served ag Commander Carrler Division FIFTEEN from September 1951
to September 1952, after which he served as Commander Fleet Alr,
Seattle, Vashington.

He was Commander Flset Alr Winge, U, 3. Atlantic Fleet, with
additional duty as Commander Fleet Air Ving FIVE from July 1953
until Awgust 1954, when he became Commandsr Oarrier Division FQUR,
On August 13, 1955 he reported ne Commander Fleet Air, Jacksonville,
Florlds ond was later assigned additional duty as Commander Navel
Alr Bager, 32zth Naval District.

In addition to the Legion of Merit with Combat "V," the Dis-
tinauizhed Flying Cross, Commendation Ribbon, and the Presidential
Unit Citation Ribbon, Rear Admiral Cornwell has the World Wer I
Victory Medal; American Defense S6rvice Medal, Fleet Clasp; the
American Campaign Medel: Aciatic-Pecific Campaign Medal; World War
II Vietory Medal; Navy Occupation Service Mecdal; Asia Clasp; the
National Defense Service Medal; and the Philippine Liberation Rib~
bon.

Rear idmiral Cornwell and hls wife, the former Miss Doroth
Pratt of Norfolk, Virginia, reside at
. $"hcy have one daughter, Frances Qornwell,
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