CAPTATN RODNEY J. BADGER, UNTTED STATES NAVY

One of four sons of Brigadier General and Mrs. C. A. Badger
- to graduate from the Naval Academy, Rodney Jenkins Badger remeived
his commission in 1935, He joined the battleship ARTZONA and in
1937 was ordered to Asiatic Station. There he served successively
on board the destroyer STEWART and the gunbost MTNDANAQ and was
present during the fall of Shanghai and Canton to the Japanese., i
e continued duty afloat in the oiler PLATTE and the cruiser VIN- AN
CENNES and was attached to the latter wheh the United States em- X,

tered World War IT.

The VINCENNES had an illustrious war record, partlicipating in
Troop movements to Iceland; patrol of the Aretic; two trips to "y
South Africa for trans-shipment of gold; escort of the HORNET with \\
General Doolittle's Tlyers aboard for their B-25 raid on Japan;
che invasion of Guadalcansl and the First Battle of Savo Island.
in the latter engagement the VINCENNES was sunk. Captain Badger
#as picked up by a destroyer after spending the night in the water,
transferred to the USS BARNETT, then to the. S8 ROAMER, which took
him to Aukland, New Zealand, where he served on the staff of Com-

mender Service Force, South Pacific and as Executive Officer of
the Receiving Barracks there.

He continued duty in the Pacific, September 1942-September .
1945, participating in the ma jor war engagements, including Midway,
Solomons, New Georgia, Luzon, Iwo Jima, Okinawa and the fall of
Japan, while Serving as Navigator of the store ship TATAMANCA : Com-
munications Officer on the staff of Commander Mine Squadron T%0;

céllaneous Equipment Branch in the Buresy of Ships, Navy Department,
angd in March 1948 sssumed command of the destroyer 0'HARE,

- Returning to the Navy Department in April 1950, he was as-
signed to the Bureau of Naval Personnel, where he had duty in the
Training Division until March 1953. . He was Executive Officer of "
the eruiser BREMERTON, operating in the Korean combat zone, in . :
1953 and 1954, and for the next year commanded Destroyer Division
152. After instruction at the National War College, Washington,

D. C., June 1955-June 1956, he became Head of the Material Mangage-
ment Branch, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Depart-
ment,  Tn January 1958 He was ordered to comnand the destroyer
tender FRONTIER, and a year later tranaferred to command of Desg~
troyer Squadron 3. He returned to the Navy Department in January
1960 t> sorvc firet ag issistant Director for Captain Detail, and
later as Dimectsr of: the OfflcerDistribution Division, '
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CAPTAIN RODNEY JENKINS BADGER
UNITED STATES NAVY

PERSONAL DATA:

Born: 13 July 1812, 8alt rake City, Utah
Parents: Brigadier General Carl A, Badger, Naticnal Guard
] and Mrs. Rose (Jenkins) Badeer. both now den
WA Pl wrms 5. et
{
L e - . L W .E_JCLZLUVU-LlJ.y, utan T
Education: Various schools in Salt Iake City, including
the.Uhiversity of' Utah (one year); U, S, Naval Academy
EBS, 1935); National War College, Washingtorn, D, C, |
1955-1950) : mnstope Degréc in Internctiona’ selntions frop
Guorge Washington Unlversity, Wash., b, ¢, L 152)

PROMOTIONS:

Commissioned Ensign, 6 June 1935
Lieutenant (jg), 6 June 1937
Lisutenant, 1 January 1940 '
Lieutenant Commander, 1 July 1943
Commander, 1 March 1944

Captain, to date from 1 July 1954

MEDALS &ND DECORATTONS

Bronze Star Medal with Combat Hyh

Letter of Commendation (ComSoPac J (Ribbon & Ty _
Letter of Commendation (giﬁgPac)(Bronze Star lieu 2nd Ribbon
: ' and "V

Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon gvss HOPKINS)

Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon (Uss PRESIDENT JACKSON)

China Service Medal :

Amerlcan Defense Service Medal with bronzg "a"

Amerilcan Campaign Medal ‘

Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with nine engagement stars
World War IT Victory Medal

National Defense Service Medal

Korean Service Medal

United Nations Service Medal

Philippine Liberation Ribbon

CITATIONS:

Bronze Star Medal; ‘'por meritorious service as Executive
Offlcer of the Usgy BREMERTON during combat operations
against enemy North Korean and Chinese Communists forces

1n the Korean theater from 1 May 1953 o 27 July 1953,
Throughout thisg Period, Commander Badger demonstrated an
agegressive confldence which demanded and attained a high
-8tandard of performance from his Crevw. As Executive Officer




Capt. R. J. Badger, USK

CITATIONS: {cont'd) |
Bronze Star Medal {cont'd}: he supervised the organization

of the ship and the trailning of its personnel and therefore
was In a large measure responsible.for the BREMERTON in ful-
filling 1ts combat mission, Puring this period the BREMER-
TON was engaged in bombardment of enemy targets on the ocast
coagt of Korea. In each engagement with theo gnemy, ‘he car-
ried out his duties in a manner which was inspiring to his
subordinates and thus contributed to the destruction by the
BREMERTON of many enemy military installations and trans-
portation facilities. On numerous ocecasions, when under
heavy fire from enemy shore batteries, Commander Badger de-
monstrated courage and exceptional ability in asgisting the
commanding officer and in directing effective counter-
battery fire which silenced many enemy guns.,,”

Letter of Commendation (ComSoPac): "For devotion to duty
under adverse conditlons while serving on bLoard a eruilser
vhich was badly damaged during the engagemeut of Japanese
naval forces off Savo Island on August 9, 1942, With only
a few men to agssist him, Lieutenant Badger extinguished
fires in the vicinity of the 5" battery, placed 1ife jackets
on the wounded and lowered them over the side, He placed
hig own life jacket on the executive officer, who had been

severely wounded and was unable to move..,."

Letter of Commendatlon (CinCPac): "For excellent service...
as First Lieutenant and Damage Control Officer of the USS
ASTORIA from May 17, 1944 to June 10, 1945, during opera-
tlons against the enemy in the Mindoro, Luzon, Iwo Jima

and Okinawa Campaigns. His professional 8ki1ll and devotion
to duty contributed materially to the maintenance of his
department in a high state of efriclency and to the
ability of his ship to meet every scheduled operation. He
rendered valuable assistdnce to his commanding officer in
several enemy alr attacks and bombardment on. enemy shore .

1nstallations..."

Navy Unit Commendation (USS HOPKINS): "For outstanding
heroism in action while attached to Mine Squadron TWO operat-
ing againat enemy Japansse forces 1in support of the Solomon
Islands Campaign from August 7; 1942 to June %, 1944,,."

Navy Unit Commendation (USS PRESIDENT JACKSOK): "For excep-
tionally meritorious service in action against enemy Japanes
Japanese ailrcraft, shore batteries, surface'foroesf sub -
marines and mines in -the South Pacific Campaign..."
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CHRONOLOGTCAL TRANSCRIPT OF NAVAL SERVICE:
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US3 ARTZONA
USS STEWART
US3 MINDANAO
U35 PLATTE

USS VINCENNES
Staff, Commander Service Sqguad., SoPac

also Exec. O0fficer Receilving Station,

Aukland, New Zealand

USS TATAMANCA (Navigator)

Staff, Commander Mine Squad. 2 ( Com-
munications Officer) (USS HOPKINS, .
flagship)

Staff, Commander Transport Div., 2
(Flag Secretary and Sr. Staff off) (USS

PRESTDENT JACKSON, flag.hip)

USS ASTORTA {(1lst Lt.)
Bureau of Ships, Navy Dept. {Head, Mis-

cellaneous Equipment Branch) <
USS 0'HARE (Commanding Officer)
Bureau of Naval Personnel, Navy Dept. N

USS BREMERTON (Executlve Officer)
Commander Destroyer Div, 152 ‘
National War College, Wash.,D.C.(student)
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations,

- Navy Dept. (Head, Material Management
Branch }
USS FRONTTER (AD-25) (C0)
Cormander Destroyer Sguadron 3
BuPers--Ags't Dir. for Captain Detail
DuPers--Director, OfficerDistribution Div,

'Navy Office of Informatlon .
Biographiles Branch '
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