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COLONEL FRANCIS THOMAS EVANS
ONITED STATES MARINE CORPS, RETIRED

Francis Thomas Evans was born in .Delaware, Ohio, on June 3 1886,

He had early military service as a member of Company X, Fourth Infantiry,

Active Ohio Wational Guard, from August 9, 190k to August 8, 1907, and

wag appointed Becond Lieutenant in the U,S, Marine Corps on January 16,

1909, He was subsequently promoted as follows: First Lieutenant, Sep-
tember 17, 1913; Captain, August’ 29, 1916; Major, temporary, August 28,

1918; permanent, June 4, 1920; and Lieutenant Colonel, May 29, 1934,

He was transferred to the Retired List on July 1, 1938 but returned to
active duty on October 6, 1939, and on December 2, 1944 was promoted to
the rank of Colonel, on the Retired List to date from January 1, 1942.

Accepting his commission as Sgcond Lieutenant in the Marine Corps
on January 2%, 1909 he reported a few days later to the Commandant of
the Marine Corps at Headguarters, Washington, D.C,, and on February 8,
bgean instruction at the Marine Officers! School, Port Royal, South
Carotina., He had duty from December of that year until March 1910, as
a part of his training, with the First Regiment, Expeditionary Brigads
aboard the USS PRAIRIE, U3S DIXIE and US5 BUFFALO, After detachment
from the school, he contlnued duty with the Expedltlonarv Brigade in
the BUFFALO, at Balboa, Panama, and in camp at Los Cascades, Canal %o
until his return to the United States for duty at Marine Barracls, Muus
Island, California, and the Rifle Range, Fort Barry, California,

On October 1, 1912 he left Mare Island for the Marine Barracks,
Honolulu, Territory of Hawaiil, and after service there and at Marine
Barracks, Guam, until dJune 1915, reported to the Commanding Officerp,
Marine Barracks, Panama-Pacific Exposition at San Francisco, for [itness
examination prior to aviation duty, On June 2%, 1915 he was ordered to
the Naval Aeronautic Station, Pensacola, Florlda, where he was desig:
nated Naval Aviator on March 9, 1916, his designation specifiying "duty
involving actual flylng in aircraft, lncluding balloons, dirigibles anc
aeroplanes. -

He remained on duty at the Naval Aeronautic Station, Pensacola,
and was temporarily in command of the Marine Barracks there from Octobe:
5 to 26, 1916 -and frowm November 23 to December 16, 1916, He also had
temporary additional duty with the Curtiss A‘ex:opl:—me; Company, Buffalo,
New York, and the Curtiss Flying School, Newport News, Virginia, from
April 20 to May 17, 1917, after the United States! entry into World
War I, He was detached to Marine Barracks, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
cn May 19, 1917, and on July 12 of that year was avalded the Vavy Air
Filot Certificate No, 22,
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Reporting to the Naval Coastal Air Station, Cape May, New Jersey,
on October 14, 1917, he was transferred to Marine Barracks, Philadel~
phis, on Docember 8, and on Jamuary- 1, 1918 left for the Marine Aero-
nautic Company, U.S« Naval Base #13, Azores, He arrived there on
January 2L, 1918, and cormanded the Marine Aeronautic Detachment untll
July 22 when he wasd ordered to return to the United States., After ro-
porting to Headguarters, Marine Corps, Washington, D.C., he was as-~
signed duty with the Marine Aviation Detachment, Miami, Florida, ou
August 31, 1918, ‘ : ‘

Oon July 2, 1919 he agsumed command of the Msrine Aviation Detach-
ment, Marine Barracks, Quantico, Virginia, and served in that command
until ordered in March 1921 to the Pirst Brigade, Marines, in Haiti. He
served there for two years, and after his arrival at Hampton Roads,
Virginia on March 8, 1923, reported to Washington Headquarters, and
then to Marine Barracks, Quantico, for the Field Officers! Course at
the Marine Corps Schools. He commanded the First Battalion from Janu-
ary J to March 12, 1925, and had temporary additional duty in connectio
with msneuvers on Oahu, Territory of Hawaii, attached to Company gt
First Provisional Battalion, Marine Corps Expeditionary Force.

As Battalion Commander, Marine Barracks, Marine Corps Base, Sarn
Disgo, Californla, from May 9, 1925, he participated in the policing
of the devastated area at Santa Barbara, Californla, from July 1 to i’
i925, and for service rendered by the Marine Detachment in fighting
rire there recelved a commerid fory letter from the Major General Com-
mandant. He reported to the Naval Air Station, San Diego, on Hebruary
0%, 1926, to serve for a yeal as Executive Officer, with additional
duty as Group Armament officer from July 1 to December 20, 1926,

Following temporary aviation duty in the Far Bast with taoe Third
Marine Brigade, as Sguadron Commander at Manila and Olongapo, Philip-
pine Islands; and at Shanghai, Taku Bar, snd Hsin Ho, China, he returnd
to San Diego, and on September 12, 1927 began instruction at the Army
Air Corps Tyctical school, Langley Field, Virginia, and briafly at the
Apmy War College, Washington, D, C. On August 29, 1928 he rejolned the
7Wipst Brigade, Marines in Haitd, and thereafter, untll July 1930, com-
manded Observation Squadron gM and Brown Field, IMHe received a letter
of commendstion from the Major General Comm ndant, on peport of inspec-
tion by the Adjutant and Tnspector, ror "efficiency, morale and general
sxcellonce" of his sgquadron.

Detached to the Naval Alr Station, San Disgo, he had aviation duby
for two years as Executlve of ficer, of Aircraft Squadron, West Coast,

Expeditionary Force, and in that capaclty received a letter of commenda -

tion from the Brigade Commandeyr, Seccond Brigade, for excellence in
aireraft gunnery. On August 25, 1932 he joined Aircraft Squadrons .
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Fast Coast Expeditionary Forcey, at Marine Barracks, Quantico, and
served as Bxsoubive Officer until January 28, 1935, A unit of his com-
mand won the Sehiff Trophy for 1933, and he poceived a commendatory
letter from the Major General Commandant. ' :

Ovdered to the Marine Barracks, Favy Yard, Washington, D,C., in
January 1935, Colonel Hvans seprved as Commanding Officer for two yoears,
and after a period of hospitalization from January to May 1927, was Te-
lieved of active duty pending his vetivement, for physical disability,
on July 1 of that year, : |

Recalled to active duty on October 6, 1939, he reported on October
18, to the Marine Barracks, Neval Operating Base, Norfolk, Virginila,
where he served as Executive Officer until Novembeér &, 1940, with ad-
ditional duty as Recreation Officer from January 1 to Scptember 6, 19k0,
He assumed command on December 1, 1940y and from June 14, 1941 had ad-
dlticnal duty as District Marine Officer, Fifth - Naval District, uatil
transferred in February 1944, to the Marine Corps. 3chools, Quantico,
Virginia. He served there as Marine Corps Equipment Board Officer unitl
again relieved of all active duty on December 1, 1944,

_ Colonel Evans was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross by a
~special act of Congress in 1933 for extraordinary achievemsnt in ths
~gce of the accepted theory that 1t was impogsible when on February ir.
1917, he "successfully looped a seaplane for the first time and demon-
strated recovery from spins induced by Whipstalls...." and for further
outstanding service in the development of Naval Aviatlon.

Tn addition to the Distinguished Flying Cross, he has the Marine
Corps Expeditionary Medal with Bronze Star (Panama, 1909, and Haiti,
1923); the World War I Victory Medal, Overseas Clasp; the Yangtze
dervice Medal; the American Defenge 3ervice Medal; the American Cam-
paign Medal; and the World War 11 Victory Medal.

28 November 1950






