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LIEUTENANT (junior grade) GEORGE MARVIN CAMPBELL, U.S. NAVY (DECEASED)

Iieutenant Campbell, born in Madras, Jefferson County, Oregon, January
7, 1907, attended Oregon State College, Corvallis, Oregon, and enlisted in
the U. S. Navy on June 27, 1928. During his enlisted service in July = '
Avgust 193l he participated in the first flight of Patrol Squadrons to the

" Aleutian Islends from San Piego, Califormia, with Patrol Squadron 7.

On June 9, 1938 Lieutenant Campbell was dlscharged from the U, S. Havy
and on April 2, 19))2 he was appointed Licutenant (jumior grade) in the U.S.
Navy. He was designated Naval Aviator (heavier-than-alr} and on April 7,
19442 he reported for.dubty with Torpedo Squadron EIGHT, based on the air-
craft carrier HORNET. He was pllot of one of the planes which toolk off
from that vessel on the morning of Jume L, 1942, to search out the Japan~
esc bask force planning to attack and invade Hidway Island. Fvery plane
of Torpedo Squadron FEIGHT was shot down during the battle and Liecutenant
Campbell was reported missing in action on June )i, 1942 and was presumed

dead on June 5, 1913.

For his heroism in the Battle of Midway, Licutenant Campbell was
awarded the Navy Cross posthumously, and the ribbon for, and a fac~
simile of the Presidential Unit Citation awarded Torpedo Squadron EIGHT,.
The citations follow: ' :

NAVY CROSS:

WFor éxtraordinary heroism and dlstingulshed service beyond
the call of duby as a pilot of Torpedo Sguadron FIGHT in the
thir Rattle of Midway', against encmy Japanese forces of I, June

1942, . Grimly aware of the hazardous consequences of [lying

 without fighter protection, and with insufficicnt fuel to return

to his carvier, Lieutenant (Junlor grade) Campbell, resolutely,
and with ro thought of his own life, delivered an effective
torpedo attack against violent assanlts of enemy Japanese alr-—
crafi and against an almost solid barrage of antiaircraft fire.
His courageous action, carried out with a gallant spirit of
self-sacrifice and a consdientious devotion to the fulfillment
of his mission, was a determining factor in the defeat of the
eremy forces and was in keeping with the highest traditions of
the United States Naval Service.! '

PUC -~ TORPEDO SQQADROﬁ EIGHT:

nfor exbremely heroic and courageous performance in combat
during the 'pir Battle of Midway,' June h, 2942, Flying low
without fighter support, TORPEDO SOUADRON EIGHT began the peril-
ous migsion, 'Intercept and attack!! m™rat to sight the enemy,
the SQUADRON attacked with full striking power against crushing
eneny opposition, scoring torpedo hits on Japanese forces.
Realizing to a man that Snsufficient fuel would prevent a return
to the carrier, the pilots held doggedly to the target, dropping
torpedoes at pointblank range in the face of blasting antiaircraflt
fire that sent the planes, one by one, hurtling aflame into the
sea. The loss of twenty-nine lives, typlfylng valor, loyally :
‘and debermination, was the price paid Tor TORPEDO SQUADRON RIGHT!s -
“wital contribulion to the eventu

. epic battle of the air.t -

al success ¢fjour'£grges'in”thisg.3”‘_;5_ ;_
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Tiewbenant Campbell was algo entitled to the Purple Heart Medal, In
addition to the Navy Oross, the Parple Heort Medal, and the Presidential
Unit Citation Rivhon, Licutenant (Junicr grade) Campbell was entitled to
tho- American Defense Service Hedal, the Asiabtic-Pacific Avea Campaign
Medal, and the World War IT Victory kodal, '

4 destroyor cscort vessel, tho USS GEORGE . CAMPBELL (DB 773) was
named. in honor of the late Licuberant (jz) George M. Campbell, USN. Mirs.
George 1. Campbell wes designated sponsor of the vessel named for how
misband, The congstruction of this vescel was laler suspended.,

A2

IR S

o -

22 Septomber 1919






