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FAMILY

Francis Compton Denebrink was born in Chicago, Illinois, on June
22, 1896. son of Dr. Frank Denebrink and Mrs. (Mvrtle Compton) Dene-

brink,

EDUCATION

. Admiral Denebrink attended public schools in Sheridan, Wyoming,
and Long Beach, California, and was graduated from the Naval Academy
in; 1917. He completed the Naval War College course in 1932,

NAVAL CAREER

Commissioned Ensign upon graduation from the Naval Academy, he
advanced through the grades to the rank of Rear Admiral in April 1944
and to Vice Admiral in December 1952.

©  He served for fourteen years in destroyer types, beginning with
the WARRINGTON, based at Queenstown, Ireland, and Brest, France dur-
ing World War I, and ending with command of the McCORMICK in Chinese
wgters in 1930, Alternating with duty afloat during that period, he
served as Alde to the Superintendent of the Naval Academy in 1922-
1923, and in 1926-1928 was Officer in Charge of the Press Section,
Navy Department, and Naval Aide at the White House.

Sea duty for four years on the Staffs of Scouting Force, Battle
Force, and U, S, Fleet, was followed by a shore tour %1936-1939) as
Hedd of the Department of Navigation, at the Naval Academy. He was
Executive Officer of the light cruiser BROOKLYN for two years, after
which he served briefly in the Office of Strategic Services and as
Alde to the Chlef of Naval Operations, He commarded the BROOKLYN in
1942-1943, during World War II operations off Cassblanca, Mprocco,
end in the rescue of 1500 survivors of the burning transport, USS
WAKEFIELD,

In 1943-1944 he served as Chief of Staff to Commander, Fleet
Pperational Training Command, Atlantic Fleet, and with his promotion
to Rear Admiral in April 194& became Commander Fleet Operational
Training Command, Pacific Fleet. Before the war's end, he commanded
Cruiser Division FIVE in the Aleutiens, and later served as Commander
Naval Forces engaged in the occupation of northern Japan., He subse-
quently commanded Service Squadrons TEN and THREE in the Orient.

Admiral Denebrink commanded a Naval Task Group at Eniwetok for
atomlc tests in Operation Sandstone, in 1945-1947, and for a year
thereafter was Navy Director, Military Council, Munitions Board, in
Washington, D. C,
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From December 1949 to December 1952 he cormanded Service Forcc
RPacific Fleet, and on December 20, 1952, with hi:c promotion to Vice
Admiral, he assumed the duties of Commander, M'1litary Sea Transpor-
tation Service. On July 1, 1956 he was transferred to the Retired
List of the U, S. Navy.

DECORATIONS

. Legion of Merit and Gold Stars in lieu of Second and Third
Legion of Merit; Navy and Marine Corps Medal; Commendation Ribbon.
Foreign: Chevalier Royal Order of Cambodia (France); Special Col-
lar order of Pao Tin% China); Breast Order of Yun Hui (China);

Yun Hul Medal (China

COMMEMCRATIVE MEDALS:
' Victory Medal, Destroyer Clasp; Yangtze Service Mgdal; China

Service Medal; American Defense Service Medal, bronze "A"; Ameri-
can Campaign Medal; European-African~Middle Eastern Campaign Medal;
Asiatic-Pacific Czmpaign Medal; World war II Victory Medal; Navy

Occupation Service Medal, Asia Clasp; National Defense Service
Medal.

NAVY Biographies Branch, 0I-450
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