REAR ADMIRAL IVAN ERNEST BASS U, 3, NAVY, RETIRED

Rear Admiral Bass, born July 29, 1877, in Carley, Missiseippi,
attended Columbia, Mississippi, High School prior to his appoint-
ment to the U. S. Naval Academy from the Sixth Migeissippl Dis-
trict in May 1897. Graduated in 1901, he served the two years
at sea, then required by law before commissioning, in the UBS
WISCONSIN, the USS 0HIO, and the USS QUIROS, before belng com-
missioned Ensign in 1904, Subsequently he progressed througb
the grades to the rank of Rear Admiral to ranlk from March 1, 1934,

After recelving commission as Ensign in 1904 Rear Admiral
Bass had successive duty in the USS PAMPANGA, the US3 SAN FRANCISC(
the USS VILLALOBOS, and the USS OHIO. GEarly in 1907 he was trans-
ferred to Sherman, Texasg for recrulting duty, and on March 9 of
tha®t year he assumed charge of the Navy Recruiting Statlon, Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee, He later established a Navy Recruiting Sta-
tion in New Orleans, Louilsiana. He was assigned to the USS WABASH
in 1909 in connectlon with the crew of the NEW YORK, and served
as ordnance cfficer of the NEW YORK when she was commissioned,

The following year he served as Assistant to the Inspector of
Machinery at the Fore River Shipbuilding Company, Quincy, HMasza-
chusetts, with additional duty in connection with fitting out the

USS NORTH DAKOTA, and served as Asslistant to the Senior Engineer

Officer of the NORTH DAKOTA when that battleship was commisgsioned,
He had duty in connection with fitting out the battleship USS OHIO
at Hew York, New York, and served as her engineer officer from her
commissioning. In 1912 he served as Senior Engineer Officer of
the USS MISSISSIPPI. Service in the Navy Yard, Portsmouth, lew
Hempehire, followed in 1913, and in 1914 and 1915 he served suc-
cessively as Engineer Officer of the battleships MICHIGAN and
TEXAS, He received several commendations from the Secretary of
the Navy for engineering efficiency and in connection with the
award of the Battle Efficiency Pennants to the U3S MICHIGAN and
the U3S TEXAS,

Designated for engineering duty only in 1917, by Act of Con—
gress August 29, 1916, Rear Admirsl Bass served during World War I
at the Navy Yard, Boston, Massachusetts, where he had duty con-
secutively ag Engineer Officer and head of the Machinery Division.
He received a Special Letter of Commendation from the Navy Depart-
ment for meritorious service at the Boston Navy Yard in this war-
time assignment, |

Following World War I, he served as Engineer Officer of the
Navy Yard, New York, from 1920 until 1923, when he was transferred
to the Navy Department, Washington, D. C., where he was a member
of the Board of Inspection and Survey until 1928 at which tTime
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sczumed duty in the Bureau of Engineering, later belng made

assistant to the chief of that bureau, From 1931 to 1934 he served

with the Asiatic Fleet, as Fleet Engineer on the Staff of the Com-
m11doﬂ in Chief.

Rear Admiral Bass returned in 1934 for a short tour of auty
at the Navy Department in the Bureau of Engineering, aftcr which
he wae transferred to Newport News, Virginia, as Naval Inspoctor
of Machinery, with additional duty as Tnepoctor of Navigational
Material at Lowport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company, Now-
port News, Virginila. Detached in May 1939 he again served in thoe
Burcau of Engineering (oomolﬂed with the Bureau of Construction
and Repair to form the Bureau of Ships in June 1940), Navy Decpart-

cnt, as Inspector General, until September, when he assumed auty
s Scnior Member of the Compensation Board.
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o was placed on the Retired List of the Navy August 1, 1941,
but returned to active duty in January 1942 as Membor of the Com-
pensation Board. In Novcmber 1944 he was ordered to the Burcau
of Ships where hce has served up to the present time as Soenior
Meuwber of the Settlement Review Board, Scnlor Member of the Prop-
erty Disposal Board, and Scnior Member of the Burcau of Ships
Facilities Review Board.

Roar Admiral Bass has the Spanish Campaign Mcdal; the Philip-
pine Campaign Mcdal (USS PAMPANGA); the Victory Medal; the Yangtze
Service Medal (USS>HOUSTON); and for World War II, the Amcrican
Defonsc Service Medal; the American Arca Campalgn Medal; and the
World War II Victory lMedal,

He is a member of the American Society of Naval Engincers
and thce United States Naval Institute.
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