CAPTAIN CHARLES M. CASSEL; JR., UNITED STATES MAVY -

Charles Moore Cassel, Jr., was born in Harrisburg, Peunnsylvanis,
on December 24, 1916, som of Charles M, and Ruth Hoffman {Brown) Cessel,
He attended Hagerstown (Maryleand) High School and graduated Valedietorian
of his ¢lass in 1934, He entered the U, &, Naval Academy, Ammapolis, '
Maryland, on appointment form the State of Marylaand in 1935 and was

- graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 1, 1539, Advancing pro=
. gressively in rank, he subsequently attained that of Capitain, o date

from December 1, 1957,

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1939, he Jjolnsd

the USS PENSACOLA {CA-24%), and in September of that year was detachsd
. for duty. as Guunery Officer of the USS HALE {DD-133), which had been

L

recommissioned at San Diego, California. That vessel was one of fifty
destroyers iturned over to Great Britain unhder ILend-Leuse agreement Iin
1940, 1In October of that year he was assigned fitiics out duty in the
USS EBERLE (DD-430) at the Bath (Maine) Jronm Works, He served in that
destroyer as Assistant Englneering and Gunnery Officer from her com-
migsioning December U4, 1940 until November 1641, He received a com=
mendatory letter for his serviees in comnection with the rescue by the
EBERLE of the entire complement of the British freighter NIGARISTAN

in the North Atlantic, He next reported as Navigator on bhoasrd the

USS ANDERSON (DD-411), which was operating on North Atlantic convoy
when the United States entered World War II, Decembsr 8, 1941,

In May 1943 he reported for fitting cut duby in the USS SATTERLEE
(DD-626) at the Seattle~Taccoma Shipbullding Corporation, Seattle, Wash-
ington, and Jjoined that dsstroyer as Executive Officer when she was
put into commission, July 1, 1943, "For meritorious serviee...duriag
operations against enamy ccastal defenses In the Bay of Selneg Juna 6,
1ghl, ., " he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal witk Combat ™W." The
citation further states in part: "Although under heawy flre by ensmny

~coagtal defenses and machine gun fire of enenmy EPOOQS, Lisutenant Come

mander Cassel directed gunfire support operations in the combat infor-
retion center and cooperated with the shore five control party of the
Rangers who were assaulting enemy fortifications at Poiunt du Hoes. Whan
communications were established, he divescted close support Fire of the

USS TEXAS and USS SATIERLEE as ealled for by the Rangers, thereby snabling
them to establish a beachhead during thsa z;rst day on Point du Hoo,.."

Detached from the SATTERLEE in November 19hlt, he then assumed .
command of the USS MO COOK (DD-496). He received a Letber of Comnends-
tion, with authorization to wear tha Commendation Ribbon, from Commaader
in Chief, U, 8, Pacific Fleet., The eltation follows: "For meritorious
conduetqnnwhlle engaged in mineswesplng operatlons in Japanase waters
from October 0 December 1945, Demonstrating oubstanding ability and
initiative, he directed his vessel skillfully and efficiently in the
clearing of enemy minefields, thereby contributing m@terwally o bhe
successful completion of minesweeping opsrations,..”
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Assigned in February 1947 to the Officer Distribution Diyision,
Bureau of Naval Personnel, Navy Department, Washington, D, C., he re-
mained there until July 1949, after which'he atiended the course in -
strategy and tactics (Junior course) at the Naval War College, Newport,
Rhode Island, Completing his instruection in June 1950, he next had
service as Operations Officer on board the USS MISSOURI (BB-63), "For
meritorious serviee (in that capaclty),..during operations against the
enemy 1in the Korean Theater from September 16, 1950 to March 28, 1951
soa ' he was awarded a Gold Star in lieu of a Second Bronzé Ster Medal
with Combat '"V." The citatlion continues in part:

“Through hls professional competence and thorough understanding
of operations, he welded his department into a closely knit unit, main-
taining excellent communications and an efficient Combat Information
Center, which continually supplied the ship and enbarked flag with
vital tactical information. He applied himself diligently to the tasks
before him. His guldance and personal performence of duty were vital
in the succesaful accomplishment of the bombardment of the enemy at
gsemchok, Pohangdong, Chongjim, ‘fanchon, Hunghan, Keangnumg, Inchon and
other enemy cccupied areas on the Korean coast where heavy damage was
inflicted on enemy milltary and transportation targets..."

‘ Returning to the Buveau of Waval Personnel in Maveh 1952, he was
Head of the Enlisted Training Section until August 1955, when he =ssumed
command of the USS FLETCHER (DDE-4L5), Detached from that vessel in
Novenmber 1957, he became Commsnder Destroyer Division SEVENTY-TWO -
(Western pacific deployments) in January 1958 and in January of the
next year reported as Chief of Staff and Alde to Commander Destroyer
Flotilla THREE,. "He attended the Senior Seminar in Foreign Policy at
the State Department's Poreign Policy Institute, Washington, D, C.,
from September 1960 to June 1961 and next headed the Pacific-Far East
Branch, Politico-Militaxry Policy Division, Office of the Chief of Naval
Operations, Navy Department., In June 1963 he assumed command of Des-
troyer Squadron EIGHTEEN, and in October 196k became Cormander Military
Sea Transportation Service, Mediterranean Sub-Area, with headquarters ai
Leghorn, Ttaly. In May 1965 he was transferred to command of the Military
Sea Transportation Service, Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranesn Ares with
headquarters at London, England {the following month headquariers moved
from London to Bremerhaven, Germany), '

He was assigned to the First Naval District Headquarters, Boston,
Massachusetts in Decenber 1966,

In addition to the Bronze Star Medal with Gold Star and Combat
"W," and the Commendstion Ribbon, Captain Cassel hes the American De-
fense Servige Medal with Bronze "A'; American Cempaign Medal; Asiatic-
Pacific Campaign Medal with one silver star and two bronze stars (seven
operations)s Buropean-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with two
stars; World Wer IT Viectory Medals China Service Medaly Navy Oceupation
Service Medal, Asia (lasps National Defense Service Medalj Korean Sere-
vice Medal with two stars; and the United Natlons Service Medsl. He
also has the Korean Presidential Unit Citation Badge.
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