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CAPTAIN PAUL W. CLARKE
SUPPLY CORPS, U.S. NAVY

Paul Walker Clarke was born on May 6, 1908, in Louilsa, Virginia,=. .
gon of Mrs, Celeste (Wilkinson) Clarke and the late Reverend Randolph =
. ‘ginila Polytechnic Institute at Blacksburg (1924-1927), bofore hils ap-

- pointment to the U. S. Navael Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from his
-native state in 1927, Graduated and cormissioned Ensign on June 4,

1931, he was promoted to the rank of Lieutonant (jg) to date from June

4, 1924, Transferred to the Supply Corps of the U, 3. Navy in Septem-

:'-ber 1937, he subsequently attained the rank of Captain to date from
July 1, 1950,

Pollowing graduation from the Naval Academy in 1931, he had con-
secutive sea servilice in the battleships NEVADA and ARKANSAS and the
degtroyer NOA. Detached from the latter in August 1934 he attonded the
Naval Finance and Supply School, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, until
June 1935, Completing his instruction he joined the USS MARYLAND, as -
Asgistant Supply Officer, and in Ngovember of the same year transferred
to the U33 ALTAIR as Disbursing Officer, :

, Between July 1937 and April 1939 he was assigned to the Navel Tope
paido Station, Newport, Rhode Island, as fAssigtant Supply Officer, fol-
loved by sca service until January 1941 as Supply 0fflcer of the crulse:
MIIWAUKEE, Returning to the United States for duty, he served in the
Subsistence Division of the Bureau of Supplies.and Accounts, Navy Dc-
partment, Washington, D. C., and during Scptember and October 1942, he
was attached to the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Dew
partmont, wherce he assisted in the planning for Allicd landings in

North and North Western Africa (November 8, 1942), The same month he
became Supply Officer of the Naval Operating Base, Casablanca, French
Morocco, with additional dubty on the staff of Commander Moroccan Sea
Frontier, and in October 1943, reportcd in a similar capacity at the
Advanced Amphibious Training Base, Bizeorte, Tunisia, with addltilonal :
duty from September 194% on the the staff of Commander Amphibious Group |

TWO,

"For exceptionally meritorious conduct,...{at) Blzerte, Tunisia,
prior to and during the Allied invasion of Southern France, in August
194y, ., ." he way awarded a Legion of Merit, with Combat Distinguishing
Device "V.," The citation continues in part: ".....Commander Clarke
capably administcered supply activities for the zhips and craft of the: '
EIGHTH Flect during the intensive preparation for seaborne mavement ol
the invasion forcecs to the assault arca.....By his brilliant leadcrship.
and consclentious devotion to this vital task, he aided the ships of
the entirc Flcet to operatec almost continuously at sca throughout pro=:
tracted periods, thereby contributing materially to the over-all suc-
cesg of the invasion....." g

E In January 1945 he roported as Exccutive Officer at tho. Naval Sﬁbe
ply Depot, Seattle, Washington, and served in that assignment unbil:.
July 1946 when he joined the staff of Commander Pacific Reserve Fl¢
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“as Supply Officer, Transferred in July 1947 as Assistant to the Supply -
L 0ffleer on the staff of Commandor Serwvilice Forece, Poacific, with head- !
‘quarters at Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawall, he served while In that :
. ‘assignment as Supply Officer on the staff of Commandoer Naval Task Group !
! SEVEN POINT THREE (Operation SANDSTONE--Eniwetok Atom Bomb tests), He '
. was assigned in August 1948 as Assistant Supply Officer at the Naval o
" Bupply Depot, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania, and remained in that capacity
mntil September 1950, when he reported for instruction at the Industrial -
College of the Armed Forces, Washington, D. €, He ls now under orders. . .
to report to the Office of Naval Material, Department of the Navy,

_ In addition to the Legion of Merit with Combat "V," Captain Clarke

hag the Americon Defenge Service Medal with star; the Aperican Campaign
Medal; the Buropean-African-Middle Eastern Cempaign Medal with sta¥i and -
the World Wer II Victory Medal. A

Y June 1951






