REAR ADMIRAL WILLIAM C, G, CHURCH
CIVIL ENGINEER CORPS, U. S. NAVY, RETIRED

William Campbell Gibson Church was born In.Brooklyn, New York, on
August 17, 1913, son Of the late Rear Admiral A, T. Church, USN, and
Mg, (Marion Cempbell Gibson) Church, and grandson of the late Rear
‘Adiniral William C, Gibson, USK, He received his early education at
vérious places ineluding Annapolis High School and Severn Preparatory
Sthool,; "and entered the U, S, Naval Academy, Amnapolis, Maryland, on
- June 19, 1930, on appointment from Idaho. As a Midshipman he was a

wember of the Naval Academy Christian Assoclation; the "N" Club, the
Staffs of "Reef Polnts" end "Lucky Beg," and was Manager of ‘the Basket-
ball Team, He was gradusted and commissioned Ensign on May 31, 193k,
transferved from the Line to the Civil Englneer Corps of the Navy in
1936, and ‘subsequently sttained the renk of Rear Admiral, te date from
Mey 1, 1961. On June 1, 196k he was transferred to the Retired List

of the Uy S, Nevy, = SRR PR

. After graduation from the Naval Academy in May 1934, he had two
Yéars' duty as-a junior officer on ‘board ‘the USS CALIFORNIA, Before =
his detachment from thet battleship, he vas selected for: postgraduate
Instructlon in Civil Engineering and on June 30, 1936, reported 4o Rensse=
lder Polytechnic Institute, Troy; New York, from which he was gradusted. =
in June 1939, Ordered next to Headquarters, Fourteenth Naval Distriet,
lie had duty as Asslstant PUblic,works.Officer;fNavaleiertatiOH?"Bearl o
Harbor, and Resldent Offlcer In.Charge, Contract NOy-4173 at the Naval
- Alr Stations, Pearl Harbor and Berbers Point, Teriitory of Hawall. He-

was in that assignment at the time of the Japanese -attack on December T, 7

1941, and remsined there until May 1942,

From June until December 1942 he was In charge of construdtlon of

the Marine Corps Depot of Supplies, Barstow, Callfornla, and for ten
- months thereafter served as Officer in Charge of Comstruction at the
Neval Ammnition Depot, Hewthorne, Nevada, During the .period October
1943 to May I9LL he had duty as, Executive Officer of the Naval Construce
tlon Training Center, Quoddy Village, Maine. He wes next ordered to
‘the Offleer Training Center, Oonsﬁruc%ion?ﬁaﬁtalion'Repl&eement Depot,
Camp Parks, Celifornia, and from there went oversens where he commanded
the 3lst Naval .Construetion Battalion st Two Jime and later in the OECUpR~
tlon of Japan. In February 1946 he returned to Pesrl Harbor to serve
- &8s Deputy Director, Pacific Divisilon, Buresu of Yards and Doecks wilth

- edditional duty as Officer in Charge, 10th Naval Construction Brigade,

-, He remained iIn the Hawallan srea until July 1948 at which time he
returned to the continentsl limits and reported as Public Works Officer
at the Naval Alr Statlon, Patuxent River Maryland, where he remained
until June 1950. He was then asgigned to the Navy Department, Washing-

- ten, D, C,; where he served successively as Head of the CEC Plans Section
in the Bureau of Naval Personnel, with additional duty as Military Per-
sonnel Officer, Bureau of Yards and Docksy as Executive Assistent in the
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Construetion Division, Bureau of Yards and Docks, and Assistant Chief

&f the Bureau of Yards and Docks for Administrative Management. That,
tour was followed by duty as Commanding Offiecer of the Naval Construction
Battalion Center, Port Hueneme, California from August 17, 1953 to Mareh
2k, 1956 .

He next served as Officer in Charge of Comstruction, Buresu of Yards
and Docks Contracts, Madrid, Spain, and in February 1958 reported as
- Distriet Publie Works Officer, Sixth Naval District, with headquarters
in Charlesten, South Carolins., He commanded Naval Constructlon Battalions,
Atlantic, with headquarters at Davisville, -Rhode Island, from July 1959
To Jsnuary 1961 when he became Asgistant Chief of the Bureau of Yards
-and Doeks for Coanstruction, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

' Ia March 1962 he was aseligned as Dlrector/Area Public Works Officerﬁ
‘Atlantic Division, Bureau of Yards and Doecks and Area Public Works Office,
‘Wew York, with additlonal duty as District Civil Engineer; Third Naval .
‘District. On September 1, 1962 his title was changed to Director, Atlantic
Division, Buresu of Yards end Deoksy with additional duty as District
Civil Engineer, Fifth Naval Distriet (Headquarters, Noxtolk, Virginia)
and Fleet Civil Engineer, Staff, Commander in Chief; Atlantlc Fleet, He
served as such until relieved of actlve duty pendlng his retirement, ef=
fec‘bive June 1, 1964,

Rear Admiral Church has the Americen Defense Service Medal, Base
Clesp; Aslatic-Paciflc Campaign Medal with star; American Campalgn Medalj
Navy Oceupatbion Service Medal; Asls Clagp; China Service Medals World War
II Victory Medal° and the’ Nationai Defense Serviee Medal, .
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