COMMANDER CHARLES W, COKER, U. 9. NAVY

Charles Walter Coker was born in New Albany, Missisaippi, on August
31, 1914, son of Mrs., Lorene Robbins Coker and the late Mr. W, B. Coker., He
attended New Albany High School snd Marion Military Institute, Marion, Ala-
bama, and in 1933 entered the U. 8. Naval Azedemy, Annapolis, Maryland, on .
appointment from Misgissippi. A4s a Midshipman he played Plebe and Class foot-
ball. He was graduated and commigshoned Englgn on June 3, 1937, and through
subsequent advancement sttained the rank of Commander, to date from November

1, 1945, ‘

After graduation from the Naval Acodemy in June 1937, he was assigned
to the USS WEIT VIRGINIA, and during his two years' duty in that battleship
served as a junior officer in gunnery, engineering and communications. From
June to December 1939 he served as Commumications OFficer on the Staff of
the Commander Battle Popce, Pacific Fleet, then gerved until July 1941 as
Gunnery and Communicationg Officer of the USS MONAGHAN, a unit of Destroyer

Squadron ONE, Battle Force.-

In July 1941 he transferred to the USS ARIZONA, .ag Gunnery Officer,
and wags serving in that capacity when that battleship was sunk in her berth
at Pearl Harbor by the Japanese on December 7, 1941. She took to brunt of
the sneak attack, her personnel logs the heaviest of all the ships in the
harbor, but as she setiled in the oily, muddy water of the harbor, 0ld Glory
was still flying proudly from her stern, ‘

. & survivor of that disaster, Commander Coker became Gunnery Officer
of the USS SOUTH DAKOTA in January 19 2, and continued service in that capa-
eiby until Decomber 1943, participating in operations of Santa Cruz Island
in October 1942, Guadaleansl (Third Savo) November 1942, and Gilbert Talands.
in November and December 1943. During the remaining period of the war he _
served as Gumnery Officer on tho Staff of Commander Amphibious Force, Pacific
Fleet. He was awarded the Bronze Star Medal, with Gombat "V," and the fol-

lowing citation:.

"For meritorious service ag Assumition and Smoke Officer of the Joint
Expeditionary Force during opsrations against enemy Japanese forces in the
Marianas Islands, Iwo Jima and Okinawa from April 1, 1944, to May 17, 1945.
Serving with distinction during this period, Lioutenant Commander Coker ef-
fected the roplenishment of bombardment ammnition under unprecedented and
“extremely difficult conditions and planned and prepared for the use of smoke
By his untiring efforts and capable direction, (he) contributed materially
to the success of Naval gunfire support and agsisted greatly in reducing the
losses of our vessels and personnel at the objectives..."

In November 1945 he reported to the Puget Sound Navy Yard, Bremerton,
Washingyon, where he served as Assistant Captain of the Yard until Deceomber
1947, During the next eiphteen months he was at sea, serving as Executive
Officer of the USS BRONX (APA-236); which participated in oceupation opera~
tions in the Asiatic Area Ffrom danuary 23 to May 9, 1948, .
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In June 1949 he reported to the U. S. Naval Reserve Training Center,
Newark, New Jersey, for a tour of duty as Iuspsetor-Instructor, after which,
from February 1952 until July 1953, he was at sea as Commanding Officer of
the USS CARTER HAILL, which operated in European waters for five months in
1953. In August 1953 he became Executive Officer of the U, S. Naval Station,
Norfolk, Virginia, and remsined on duty there for more than three years. On
November 9, 1956, he was agdin -ordered to duty afloat, thisg time as Command-
ing Officer of the USS MATTAPONI (AO-41), and under orders of September 30,
1957, he transferred to duty as Commander YAGR Division 11.

In addition to the Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V," Commander Coker
has the Ribbon for the Navy Unlt Commendation awarded the USS SOUTH DAKOTA
(BB-57) for heroic service during tho Battle of Santa Cruz and the Second
Battle of Savo Island in 1942. He also has the American Defense Service Med-
al with star; the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with eight operation. stars;
the American Campaign Medal; World War II Victory Medal; Mavy Occupation Ser—
viece Medal (Furope and Agia Clasps); the China Service Medal (extended); the
National Defense Service Medal; and the Philippine Iiberation Ribbon.
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