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REAR ADMTRAL WILLTM BRYAN COLEMAN
U.8. NAVY, REPIRED

W111¢am Bryan Coleman was born in Rochello, IllanTS on’ Dccombcr
18, 1897, son of John and Helen. sullivan. Coleman, He was gr“dvated
from Rochelle High School, attonded the Unlvef81ty of Illinoisg at
;Champalgn for two yoars and entered the 0,8, Naval Reserve Force 1n
‘the rank of Ensign on April 30, 1918 ‘He transferred to the U,S, Havy
‘in~that vank on. November 26, 1921, and subsequently advanced to the
Cranl of. Captain to date from June 17, 7942, He was transferrved to’
tHe Retired List on June 30, 1949 in thP rank of Rear Admiral.advanced

on - Lhe b351s of combat awards._..n

v F0110W1ng his: call to actlve duty in the Navy and a year at the
Gregt Lakes, ‘I1linois , Naval Tralnlng station, during Whlch tirc
hﬁutllltzes ceased, he reported for duty with Transport Northewyn

and was assigned to the destroyer US3 JACOB JONES, - He thon
and Woon,

and

“P301f10
- had duty consecutively aboard the destroyers BADGER, BABBITT,

‘“OPVan successively in the latter as Gunnery Offlcer, Vav1gabor
txecutive Officer,

. 7 The years 1926~ 1928 he had duty at the Twelfth Naval Digtrict
Foodquarters, San Francisco, California, followed by duty aboaxd tie
U35 CALIFORNIA as No, .3 Turret and Divi81on Officer, For throcce years
from 1931-1934 he was Aide to the Commandant, Fifteenth Naval District,
Bdllboa, Canal Zone, and then was ordered to the cruiser RICHMOND, in
wiilch he gerved one year asg Communlcqt1on Officer and Navigator, - De-
tached from,the "RICHMOND in 1955, he asssumed ommand of the USS HING of
,Doﬁtroyers Scoutlng Force, on the West C@nst and served in that com-

kmana unt11 1937

#fvi Agaln ordered to duty ashore, he served as Malntenanoe Officer
.ot the Naval Training Station, Sah Diego, California, until 1959, He
thien had orders. to the USS BUSHNELL . as Commandlng Offlcer. Tin 1940 he
' wg% transferred Lo the cruilser PORTLAND as Executive Officer and served
in that cppacity until 1942. -He was awarded the Bronze Star Meded-
with Combat Distinguishing Device "V" and cited for "meritoriousz— a=-
chisvement as Executive Officer- of ‘the USS. PORTLAND 1ln cperations
' agalnst ‘enemy Japanese forces, durlag the Battle of the Coral Sca, on
May 8, 1942, - When the USS, LEKINGTON sustained fatal hits during enemy
bbacks and was forced to be abandoned, Captain (then Commander) Cole-
. man superV1sed and directed the tal cing on bhoard and the ‘care of =p-
pﬁoxlmately deven huhdred and twenty survivors of the crippled carrier,
many— of whiom were plcked up in hours of darkness,. His untiring offorts

in saving meny lives and his tenacious devotion to duty reflett the
"

-'ﬂlbhOSt credlt upon Captaln Golemﬂn and the Unlted States Waval Service,
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- Detached from the PORTLAND late in 1942, he was ordered to the

'Naval Tralnlng Center, Sampson, New York, for duty as Executive Of-

ficer and Assistant Commandant, serving there until 1944, He then was
ordéred to.command the USS TRENTON, operating with Task Force g2 in
the Aleutien Is]andg Area OOHtlﬂULng in that command until July 1945,
He was awarded the Leglon of Merit with Combat "V" and cited: for "ex.
ceptionally merltorlous conduct in the performance of outstanding~

ise%v1ces.,..as Oommandln officer of the USS TPENTON operating-in
“Nopthern Pacific waters during the period from September 22, 194k ¢
July 24, 1945, Wevigating dangerous and . incompletely chﬂrtod genys

under advarse weather conditions and without aircraft cover, Captain
Coleman skillfully meneuvered his ship on three anti—shipping SWOGDS
of the Okhotsk Soa and during‘fiVG‘bombérdments of enemy territory..."
‘ Relleved of” command of the’ TR&NTON he was ordered in the Etmmer
of I945 to the Puget Sound Naval Shlpyard Bremerton, Washington,

'Who ¢ he served as Adminzstraf1ve Officer until relieved of active

QUuy pending his retlrement od June 50 igho,

; In. Qddltlon tO“the Leglon Uf'Merltgénd Bronze Star Medal, both

“yith Combat "V, Rear Admiral Coleman has received a Letter of Com="
—mODd&thﬂ with Rlbbon from the Secretary of the Navy. He also

Has

tlic World War I Vlctory Medal; the American Defense Service Medal;

'Ameflcan Campalgn Medal; Aslatlo «Pacific Campaign Modal with threoe

enragemeqt stars; and World War II Vlctory Medal,

1 July 1950
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