- REAR ADMIRAL WARREN W, FORD, UNTIED STATES WAVY, RETIRED

Warren Woodrow Pord was born in Cecil, Arkansas, on Novenmber 22,
1915, son of C, B. and Limmie A, (Wiggins) Ford. ¥e attended Shawnee
(Oklahoma) High School, prior to entering the U. &, Naval Academy,
Arnnapolis, Maryland, on appointment from the State of Oklahoma in 1933.
Gradvated and commissioned Ensign on June 3, 1937, he subsequently
advanced in rank to that of Captain, to date from July 1, 1955. On
July 1, 1957 he was transferred to the Retired List of the U, 8, Navy
- and vas advanced to the rank of Rear Admiral on the basis of combab

awards.

Following gradvation from the Navel Academy in 1937, he reported
on board the USS NEW MEXICO and in June 1939 was detached for flight .
training at the Naval Alr Station, Pensacola, Florida., Designated Naval
Aviator on April 18, 1940, he was assigned in July of. that year to
- Bombing Squadron FIVE and the next month transferred to Scouting Squadron
BIX, abtached to the USS ENTERPRISE, During August and September 1941
‘he had fitting out duty with Fighting Sguadvon EIGHT at the Fleet Air

':fDetachment, Neval Air Station, Norfolk, Virginia, then joined‘that

squadron upen Its commissicning. Deployed to the Pacific area of hos-
tllltles, his squadron operated from the USS HORNET until she was badly -

'*fdamaged during the Battle of Santa Cruz Islands, then the USS ENTERPRISE,

. I=ater he had duty with Fighting Squadron SEVENTY-TWO, based on the USS.
- ALTAMAHA, "For hevolsm and extraordinary achlevementaoeln action against
 enemy Japenese forces in the Batile of Midway on June 6, 1942,.." he was.
- awarded the Dlstlnguished.Flylng Crossn The citation further states in -

' part*

S 'Tartlcipatlng in the per51stent bomblng and straflng attacks agalnst
"fleelng enemy forces, Lieutensnt Ford calmly. and courageously pressed,

- hone his attack to within perilously short vange of his objective, despite

. ‘tremendous anbi-sivcraft barrage.oo(and thus) contrlbuted ma&erlally to :
- the stccess obtalned by our forces.;aﬂ : o .

He was also awarded a Gold Star in lieu of the Fourth Alr MEdal for

i completlng five combat misslions during the Battle of Santa Cruz and in

the vicinity of Guadalcsnal. from October 16 to 26, 1942 and the Navy Come
mendation Medal for oubtstanding service, while operatlng from the USS
HORNET, on October 26, 1942 during the Battle of Santa Cruz Islends. In
~addition, he is entltled to the Ribbon for and facsimile of the Preszdenn -
;‘tlal Unit Citation awarded “the USS ENTERPRISE ~ -

: In March 1943 he reported as Flghter Armament Officer in the Bureau
of Aeronautics, Navy Department, Washington, D, €, and in June 19LL
assumed command of Fighter Squadron EIGHTY-FIVE, based on the USS SHANGRI-
. LA, He was awarded Gold Stars in lieu of the Second and Third Dlstlnw

'guished Flylng Crosgses and cited in. part a8 follows: -




- R, Adm, Warren We I'ord USN, Reb "“"Pa,g;e‘ o
Gold, Star in lieu of +the Second Dlstmgulshed Flying Cross M oee
In action against enemy Japanese forcees in the vicinity of Otaru Harbor,
Hokkaido, Japan, on July 15, 195, Leading his squadron on a fighter
sweep against enemy shipping, he pressed home hie attacks in the face of
extremely bad weather and intense anti-aircraft fire to sink or severely
damage hostile vessels tobaling more than 15,000 tons, all planes re-

turning safe to base,,.,.,"

Gold Ster in liew of Third Distinguished Flying Cross: "...In
action against enemy Japenese forces in the Tokyo Area on July 30, 1945,
Degpite adverse weabther and ilnbense antiaivcraft fire from ship and shore
batteries, {he) led his squadron in an sttack on a nest of hostile under-
water craft to destroy four and damage two midgelt submarines and to -
dempge three large gubmerines, personslly sinking one of the midgets and
dsmaging ove large undervater craft, In addition, he combtributed to the
damaglng ofl two freighterg ;:mr:l to the effective silenclng of an entlair-

craft battery, oo

He was also awa.:r'ﬂed the Air Macia,l and Gold Stars in 11@11 of the

- Begond and Third Adr Medals end a Gold Ster in lieu of the Fourth Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross for completing e spegiiied nvmber of missions
‘againet enemy Japanese forges and the Navy Commendation Mecla,l for oub-
s*hamhng ser\rlces on June B, ,1949 at Kytzshu, Japan,

Tn November 1945 he joined the Staff of Commandér Alr Foree, U, 8,
Pacific ¥leet as Ordnance Material COfficer and in June .1946 was detached
for instruction in seronaubical engmeer ing at the Postgraduste School,
Apnzpolis, Mavyland, Fram July 1948 to June 1949 he continued his in-
struetion at the California Institute of Technology at Passdens. He
next served ags Chief Engineer at the Naval Aireraft Factory, Philadelphla, .
Pennsylvania and 1n August 1952 reported as Assistant Overhaul snd Repair
Officer at the Neval Air Station, Norfolk, Virginis. In April 1956 he
vas deslgnated Director of the Naval Air Experimental Stetion, Navel Aiw
Material Center, Navel Base, Philadelphis and served as such untll relieved
“of aotive duty pending his rebirement, effective July 1, 1957.. o

© In'sddition to the Disbinguished Flying Cross with three Gold Stars,
- the Alr -Medal with three Gold Stars, the Wavy Commendation Medal with
-(jold Star and the Presidential Unl't' Citatlon Ribbon with Star, Bear
- Admiral Ford has the American Defense Service Medal; American Campalign
Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with one silver star and one bronze
-star (s:uc operations); World. .War II Victory Medsl; Navy Occupation Service
Meda,l Asia Clasp and the Natz.onal Pefense Bervice Medal..

Névy Office of Informsticn

~ Blogrephies Branch (OI-0111) 16 April 1973






