REAR ADMIRAL CHARLES FREDERICK FIELDING,

| " Rear Admiral Fielding was born in Newporit, Rhode Isiand, August

' T:.29;_1889., Hé attended public school in Newport, first enlisted.

“in the U.8, Navy in March 1906, and progressed through various
“enlisted ratings until he was warranted gunner (radio) on January

,33.“#’;1917‘ Commissioned Ensign on Avgust. .15, 1917, he subsequently

 ngres5ed in grade until his promotion tb_Captain, June 16, 1¢42,
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R In Janusyy 1917, Rear Admiral Filelding was assigned duty as as-
- gistant to the fleet radio officer aboard the U.S.5. PENNSYLVANIA,
flagship of the Commander in Chief, Atlantic Fleet, and in May

was transferred to. duty as division radio gunner in the U,3.5.
ALABAMA, flagship of Division 1, Battleship Force. From Wovember
_of that yeapr until April 1919 he was an instructor in the Naval
Radio Bchool, Harvard University, Gapbridge, Massachusetts. In
April lQlQ'he_?ejoineditheTPENNSYLVANIA for radlo duty and in
October 1920 again was agsigned duty- as agsistant ‘to the fleet
padio officer and aide on the staff of the Commander -in Chief,
Atlantic Fleet,.serving;in.ﬁhat'assignment-until May 1921 when

he was transferred to duty as Communication 0fficer, Naval Train- -
ing Station, Newport, Bhode Islend. : R T

 From December 1921 until August 1923, Rear Admiral Fielding was
officer in Charge, Naval Radio Station, Otter Cliffs, Maine, and
. following duty as anti-aircraft battery officer and 16" turret
- officer -of the battleship COLORADO until June 1926, was undepr in-
gstruction in radio engineering at the Postgraduate School, Anna-
polis, Maryland, and Yale University, New’Hﬁven,‘Connecticut, for
two years. He was radio officer of the U.5.3. WYOMING from Oct-
ober. 1928 until July 1930 when he was gransferred to duty as
Squadron radio officer of Destroyer Squadron 7, Scouting Fleet,
1ater;redesignated_Destroyer Squadron 1, Scouting Force. Detached
from that assignment in July 1931 he served as District Radic
Material Officer, Third Naval District, New York, New York, until
April 1933 when he returned to 3ea, commanding the U,S8.3. BROOKS

for three years.

Rear Admiral Fielding was on duty In the Communication Division,
. Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, Wash-
ington, D.C., from June 19%6 until July 1938, In October of that
year he assumed command of the U.S3.3. PECOB, with additional duty
© asg Commander, Traln, Aziatic Fleet, serving in that assignment
until August 1940, Returning to thHe Uhited States; he apgain had
- duty 4in the Communication Division, Office of the Chief of Ngval
' Operations, Navy Department, from October 1940 until June 1943,
- On July 1, 1943, he assumed command of the U.3.8. MILWAUKEE which
~was operating in the South Atlantic., Early in December of that
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year she crossed the Atiantic to Sierra Leona, West Africa, 1iIn
the course of her patrols in search of enemy blockade runners
which might try to slip through the South Atlantic narrows, and
several months later was ordered to duty with the Atlantic Fleet
in northern waters.

For hiz seyvices in ‘commend of the MILWAUKEE, which extended
to March T, 1944, Rear -Admiral Fielding received a Letter of Commend-
ation, 4with authorization to wear the Commendation Ribbon, from
the Commander .in Chief, U.S. Fleet, with' the following citation:

.LETTER OF COMMENDATIDN; : :

"In a position of major responsibllity as Com-
manding Officer, U.5.5. MITWAUKEE, you demon-
strated initiative, foresight, and tact in ex-
cuting o difficult mission in a highly commenda-
tory manner. The successful accomplishment of
this task won for you the full confidence and
respect of the forelgn officials with whom you
werc associated, and reflected high credit upon -
you and the officers And crew of MILWAUKEE. "By
the ‘successful completion of this duty, you con-
£ributed to the cordial relatlons between the
United States and certain foreign nations with
whom you were required to make contact, and
which had & material effort on the corrdinated

offorts of the United Nations in the prosecu-
tion of the war." :

‘ Tn June 1944, Rear Admiral Filelding reported for duty as communik
cation officer on the staff of the Commandsr, Eighth Fleet, and
for his services In that assignment during the amphibioua-invasion
of Soubhern Frence wes awarded the Leglon of Merit with the fol- N
lowing citation: '

- LEGION OF ‘MERIT: .
"Wwor exceptlonally meritorious conduct in the per-
formance of outstanding services as Communication
Officer on the staff of a major Naval Task Force
Commander prior to and during the amphibious in-
vasion of Souythern France In August 1944, Captain
Fielding, exercising professional skill to a high
dégree and untiring energy, coordinated the complex
‘overall communication_plans for the assault and
subsequent operations involving the seaborne move -
ment, landing and maintenance of the Allied Armies
by large scale naval forces. During the course
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o ]:EC—ION OF- MERIT (Cont'd)
" of these operations, he was. directly responv'
“'sible for the handling of a. ‘tremendous volume
‘dofgdrgent operational traffic and the ‘orderly
' '”"dlmennef in which this task was accom-
e g_for ‘the effectlve '

¢ : - ﬁHls,generelly alert’

6 P f_rvision of the functioning. of the

con ation system throughout ‘the eritical‘ _

‘ﬂesault;perled contrlbuted meterially to the.

£ _'ndings and the proper main-
a”f;the rapldly adven01n “invastion

. forces in . The. exceptional

Cskidl, v : : :1and ‘outetanding de-
©ovotdon. to duty displayed by Captain Fielding -

i ' credlteupon hlmself and the Naval :

Apri 085, ear AdmlrzlfFielding wes ordered to return to the
tates and veport to. the Chief of the . Bureau of Naval Per-

) .mepartment,_washington, ‘D.C. for temporary duty with

‘sction Board. /In. July 1945 he was ordered to duty asg Com-
Net;Depot Newport _Rhode : Island. On NOVember 1, 1946 he

ffmender,
;ﬁ@§.treﬂ§f __ed?to ‘the Retlred List of the Navy in’ the rank of Rear

and the Commendatlon Rlbbon,
ification Medal: (Enlieted_Ser-
and

S A addltion to the Legion of Merlt
3ngear Admiral Fieldlng has the Cuban Pac
vice), the Victory Medal, the China Service Medal (U.S.S: PECOS),
8" entltled to the’ American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Glesp,._h
i(U 8.8, PECOS) and the Europeun Afrlcaﬂ*Mlddle Eastern Area Cam—'ﬁ'
Ufpalgn Medal “He also has: the. ‘Good Conduct Medal for enlisted ser-
wvices: and 13 aleo entitled to the‘world War II Victory Medel '






