fTurret Offlcer
“Pensacola, Florlda, for

Cele':

“was attached to that carrier, January l9h3 to February 19k,

x REAR ADMIRAL KENAN‘Q;gCHILPERSw JR.,;UNETED STATES -NAVY, RETIRED

Kenen Clark Chllders 'J T, was born in Clov1s, New Mex1co on Mareh
27, . 1917, gon of K. €, and Katie Hamllton Childers, He attended Albuguer-
que ngh School and. the Un er51ty of New Mexlce, beth in Albuquerque be-

fore his app01ntment to the U, 8, Na‘al Ac démy in 1935 As a Midshipman
he wag Company Commander; - Tth Compai
Three years' won hig letteﬂ,
~.ball and tennls- and g, .on the HL

U"A was Company Representative for
an partlclpated in iptramural baskete
! Adyertlslng Staff. Graduated

,demy 1n June 1939, he was a581gned
e Served,untll August l9hl as a junior

In<Sep.

‘- ellow1ng, he was attached to

in February 1942, During‘t,e nlne

the USS RANGER as a pllot off Fighter Squadron'Q, basged on that carrler.

. He was . awarded the, Sllver Star MEdel_“For consplcuous gallantry and

1ntrep1d1ty.,.dur1ng the OCGUpatlon of French,Morocco, Novenber 8«11 ighe
M The. 01tat10n further staﬁes _ s

:el He persenally*s;lenced two machlnengun emplacements and destroyed two *
airervaft on the ground at Rabqt OvED Fedala shot ‘down one plane and pos-
‘sibly. anothern The next. day, under tremendous antlmalrcraft Tire, he de-

- molished . two wvehicles and ong machlne-gun nest and in Casablanca harbor,
';swept dOWn on- hostile destroyers and raked thelr decks with machine-gun

fire.

Transferring to the USS ESSEX in January 1943, he served first as

' ';a'pllot ‘of Flghter Squadron 9, and later as Sguadren Executive Officer.
He has the Ribbon for,:and s facsimile of the Presidential Unit Citation

';iawarded the USS ESSEX and her attached Air Groups for heroism in actilon

between Auvgust 31, 19h3 and. fugust 15, 1945, He was personally awarded

the Air Medal and a Gold Star in lieuw of the second Air Medal and the

Navy Commendation Medal for outstanding service during the period he
The citg-

tions follow in part

Air Medal: ",;.At Tarawa from November 18 to 25, 19u3 (he) Tought
his plane through 1ntense and,w1ther1ng enemy -aireraft fire to carry
out. repeated, swift and aggressive strikes against aﬂ,lmportant hostile
base, inflicting extensive damage to Ja@anese shore 1nstallatlons,
grounded planes and small craft in the area.

H
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Gold Star in lieu of ‘Second Air:Medal; ",..At Truk Atcll; Feb-

“ruary 16-17, 194k, (he) rendered valuable assistance as an air observer

by transmitting target information to incoming strikes,..(and) pevson-
ally destroyed several eneny bombers:on the ground, set fire to & small
auxiliary in Truk Lagoon. and contributed directly to the infliction of
severe damage to Japanese shipping and installations.,," ' '

Letter of Commendation: "For meritorious and efficient performance
of duty as Pilot and Division Leader of a fighter squadron during a strike
against enemy shipping in Resbaul Harbor, New Britain, on November 11,
i9h3..." : S - : :

Returning to the United States in March 19hh, he had instruction in
Acronautical Engineering at the Postgraduate School, Annapolis, and the
California Institute of Technology, at Pasadena, California, and received
the degree of Master of Secience from the latter in June 1946, In July
of that year he reported for a year's duty in .connection with damage
trials on airecraft, at the New Mexico School of Mines. ~From August 1947
to July 1949 he was an instructor in the Guided Missiles School at Fort

Bliss, Texas,

In August 1949 he reported to the Buresu of  Aeronamtics, Navy Departe-
ment, Washington, D, C., where he served (1) as Assistant Director of
Ships Installations Division; (2) as a Member of FACA Special Sub-com-
mittee; and (3) as a Member of the Research and Development Board Panel
on Propulsion and Fuels. Detached in July 1953 he was assigned until
January 1956 to the Naval Air Missile Test. Center, Point Mugu, California,
and during. the next five months to the Air Research and Development Com-
mand, Inglewood, California. From August 1956 to January 1961 he was
assigned to the Naval Ordnance Test Unit, Patrick Air Force Base, Cocoa,

Florida, )

For outstanding service while Head of the Special Project Field
Office there from October 1, 1957:to September 20, 1960 was awarded the
Legion of Merit. The citation states that his "...invaluable work in the
field of tests, test facilitiles and project management were contributing
factors toward equipping the United States and the rest of the free world
with the Fleet Ballestic Missile Weapon Sysbtem,,." '

In January'lQGl_he became Commsnder Naval Missile Center, Point Mugu,
California and in September 1964 was assigned to the Bureau of Naval
Weapons, Navy Department, where he served as Deputy Project Manager,

Phoenix Missile System. Be transferred in October 1965, in a similar

capacity, to the Office of Naval Material, Navy Department, Upon the
reorganization of -the Navy Department, effective May 1, 1966, he was
assigned as Deputy Project Mansager, FllB/Phoenix Project Office, Naval
Alr Systems Command. In May 1967 he assumed duty as Assistant Commender
for Material Acquisition, Naval Air Systems Command Headquarters, Wash-
ington, D, C, and "for exceptionally meritorious service,..(in that capa-
city) from June 1967 to August 1969..." was awarded & Gold Star in lieu

of the Second Legion of Merit.
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In August 1969 he reported as Naval Air Systems Command Representa-
tive, Atlantic, headquartered at the Naval Air Station, Norfolk, Virginia
and was awarded a Gold Star in lieu of the Third ILeglon of Merit and
cited in part as follows: "...Rear Admiral Childers was responsible for
improved technical coordination, administrative control and liaison
functions in matters of fleet support, readiness and training in the
Atlantic area..." He continued to serve in that capacity until relileved
of active duty pending his retirement, effective July 1, 1972.

In addition to the Silver Star Medal, Legion of Merit with two Gold
Stars, Air Medal with Gold Star, the Navy Commendation Medal, and the
Ribbon for the Presidential Unit Citation, Rear Admiral Childers has the
American Defense Service Medal; the American Campaign Medal; Europeane
African-Mlddle Hastern Campaign Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal;
the World War TI Victory Medal; and the Natlonal Defense Service Medal

with bronze star,

He is a member of the American Ordnance Associstion and the American
Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics. .

Navy Office of Information
Blographies Branch (0I-C1ll)
- 7 December 1972






