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Santo, Texas, on November 13, 1919, son of Mrs, Pea

bourgh) Torolan (formerly Beauchamp) of Los Angeles, California, and
the late Ernest Mortlmer Beauchamp, Sr, He received his early edu-
cation in Pomona, California, attending Pomona H:igh School from :
1934 to 1937, and Pomona Junilor College for two years thereafter, In
1939-1940 he attended LaVerne Collége, lLaVerne, California, While

at Pomona Junlor College, he became a civilian pilot, and on Januvary _
17, 1941, was designated Naval Aviator, having been appointed Avia-
tion Cadet on July 15, 1940, and having completed flight training

at the Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Florida.

He was commissioned Ensign in the U, S, Naval Reserve on Feb-
ruary 14, 1941, and was promoted to Lieutenant (jg) on June 15, 1942,
and Lieutcnant in October 1944, to date from December 1, 1942, Trans-
ferred from the Naval Reserve to the U, S, Navy on September 20,
1944, he subscquently attailned the rank of Commander, to date from

July 1, 1951,

After completing flight training and accepting a commission
in the U, S, Naval Rescrve, he remained on duty at the Naval Alr Sta-
tion, Pensacola, Florida, as a flight instructor, for three months,
He had similar duty at the Naval Ailr Station, Corpus Christi, Texas,
reporting on April 19, 1941, and serving there, after the outbreak
of World War II, until July 1, 1942, Transferring to the Naval Re-
serve Aviation Base (later called Naval Air Station), Dallas, Texag,
he had ten months' duty as Chlef Flight Instructor, He was detached
on May 2, 1943, with orders to report to the Chicf, Naval Air Opera-
tlonal Training, Jacksonville, Florida, thence to the Naval Air
Stations, Daytona Beach and Melbourne, Florida, for instruction in
the VSB Operational Training Unit,
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On June 9, 1943, he reported to Commander Ajrcraft, Atlantic
at Norfolk, Virginia, to assist in fitting out Fighting Squadron 8,
He subscqucntly served with that Squadron, attached first to the USS
INTREPID, later the USS BUNKER HILL, and participated in action at
Palau, Hollandla, Saipan, Tinlan, Guam, Iwo Jima, Okinawa, Luzon,
Leyte, Formosa; and in the First Battle of the Philippine Sea,

He 1s entitlecd to the Ribbon for, and a facsimile of, the Pres-
idential Unit Citation. awarded the USS BUNKER HILL "For extraordinary
heroism in action agalnst encmy Japancse forces in the air, ashore
and afloat in the South, Central, Southweest and Western Pacific,
from November 11, 1943 to May 11, 1945,,," The citation states that
“the USS BUNKER HILL and her air grouvs struck crushing blows toward
annihilating Japancsc fighting power,,,(and) with her gallant offi-
cers and men rendered loyal service in achieving the ultimatc defeat
of the Japanesec Empire."

Heo wae personally awarded the Distinguished Fiying Cross "For
herolsm and cxtraordinary achievement in aerial flight as Pilot of
a Filghter Plane with Alr Group EIGHT, attached to the USS BUNKER HILL
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in action against the Japanese Floet in the First Battle of the
Philippine Sea on 20 June 1944,.." Gold Stars in lisu of the second,
third and fourth Distinguished Flying Cross, were awarded him for
action in the vicinity of Formosa on October 12, 1944; for complet-
ing his twentieth mission in action against cncmy Japanese forces
during the perlod July 18 to 25, 1944:; and for completing his for-
tieth mission on Clark Field, Lingayen Gulf, Cebu Area, Omami, Tokum,
and Okinawa from Septenber 1é to October 17, 1944, respectively,

He was alezo awarded the Air Medal and Gold Stars in lieu of
elght additional awards for "meritorious achievement in aerial flight
83 Pllot of a Fighter Plone in Fighting Squadron 8, attached to the
USS BUNKER HILL, in action against cnemy Japanese forces..." at the
following places and on dates indicated:

Ailr Medal: ",,,in the vicinity of Formosa, October 13, 1944"
when he scored a direct hit and effected the destruction of one en-
emy reconnalssance alrplane,

Gold Star in licu of Sccond Ailr Medal: ".,.in the vicinity of
Palau and Woleail Islands, March 20 to April 1, icly,,." when in five
g8trikes he made eight strafing attacks on hostile shipping, =un em-
placements and an airfield,,,and silenced a %0-rm battery.

Gold Star in licu of Third Air Medal: "...from April 19 to 29,
1944, ,,1in fighter sweeps, escort patrols and strafing and bombing
attacks south of Truk, on Weke Island and Hollancia.,,,"

, Gold Star in lieu of Fourth Air Medal: ",,,from April 29 to
June 12, 1944, ,,escort flights and bombing runs and fighter sweeps
on Truk and Tinian..."

Gold Star in lieu of Fifth Air Medal: ",,,from June 13 to
July 18, 194k4,,,escort flights and bombing patrols on Tinilan, Sai-
pan and Guam,,,"

Gold Star in lieu of Sixth Air Medal: ",,.from July 26 to
August 5, 1944,,,fighter sweeps and escort and bombing patrols in
the Palau and Iwo Jima Areas, on one occasion scoring a direct hit
32 an eneny ship...and rescuing another pilot shot down off Chichi
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Gold S8tar in lieu of Seventh Air Medal: ",,,from August 8 to
Soptember 9, 1944, Completing his thirtieth mission..,escort and
bombing runs in the Iwo Jima Area...(and) during a fighter swecop
at Davao, he assisted in shooting down an oneny planc, ., ."

Gold Star in lieu of Eighth Air Medal: +.o0n Leyte, Taclo-
ban, Cebu, Pcleliu and Negros Islands from September 11 to 17,1044
«+»s08cort flights bombing patrolsand straofing attacks,,.During a
low-altitude bombing attack near Cebu.,.(sank) an cnemy ship,,,"

Gold Star in lieu of Ninth Alr Medal: ".,.from October 12 to
26, 1944, Completing his forty-fifth mission, (hc) carried out
coubat air patrols,rescort and bombing runs and fighter sweeps a-
gainst Formosa and off the coast of Luzon,.."

Detached from Fighting Squadron 8 on the Wes: Coast on Decem-
ber 2, 1944, he returned to Norfolk, Virginia, and on January 10,
1945 was agsigned duty as Executive Officer of Fighting Squadron 95
of the Fleet Air Dectachment, Naval Ailr Station, Wildwood, New Jersey,
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He wne detached on May 9, 1945 and two dayes later cesuncd cormand

of Bombing-Fighting Squadron 74-B, That squadron was decormirsioned
on jugust 1, 1945, and he reportcd to Commandcr rloct Alr, Quonsct
Point, Rhodc Island, for a carricr sgquadron commrnd, On Scptember
B 19&5 he assumed command of Fighting Squadron 74, basged on the

USS MIDWAY, assigned duty in conncction with the ferrying of air-
craft o avoid the path of a hurricanc, Hc romained in command of .
Fighting Squadron 7ﬁ unt1l November 15, 1946,

He next commanded Carricr Air Group ONE-B , and was simultanec-
oucgly Commnnding Officer of Fighting Squadron ONE-B at Oceana,
Virginia, until Mey 1947. On July of that year he rcportcd as a
gtudent at the Naval School of Goneral Line, Newport, Rhode Island,
and, completing the course in M2y 1948, was ordercd to the Novy :
Dcpartment, Washington, D, C, Thcre he scrved for two years in the
Office of the Chicf of Naval Operations (Aviation Personnel Divi-
gion), with additional duty as a member of the Msdieal Survey Board,
until detached on June 28, 1950,

He had gtaff duty for threc monthe with Commander Air Force,
Pacific Flect, and after bricf instruction at the Naval Support
School, Amphibious Base, Coronado, California, he assumed command
on Decerber 12, 1950, of Fighter Squadron 51, That squadron, based
on thec USS ESSEX, participatcd in action in the Korcan area, and
hc wag gubesequently awarded a Gold Star in lieu of the Fifth Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross, and Gold Stars in lieu of thc Tenth,
Eleventh and Twelfth Ailr Medal awards, The Gold Star in lieu of
the Fifth Distinguishcd Flying Cross cites him ",..as Leader of a
Division of Jet Fightcrs in Fighter Squadron 51, based on board the
USS ESSEX during operations against enemy aggrcssor forces in Korea
on 11 September 1951,,."

The additional Alr Medal awards wcrc for "meritorious achicve-
ment as Leader of a Divieion of Jet Fighters while attached to, and
fserving as Gommandinﬁ Officcr of Fighter Squadren 51,,,1in attacks
againet the enemy... durlng the pcriod 21 August to 5 October 1951,
6 Qctober to 3 Docember 1951, and 6 December 1951 to 27 February
1952, respectively, while participating in strikce on transporta-
tion and lines of communication, and over hostilc territory.

Detached from comnmand of Fightcr Sguadron 51 en July 3, 1952,
he attended thc Command and Staff Course at the Naval War College,
Newport, Rhode Island, during the ncxt ten monthe, graduating on
June 10, 1¢53, On July 14, that year, he reportcd to the Chisf,
Naval Air Advanccd Training, at the Naval Air Station, Corpus Chris-
tl, Texas, for duty on the staff involving opsrational and training

‘flights, Under orders of March 24, 1955, he reported to Commander

Fleet Alr, Alamcda, for duty as Commander Air Group 21, commlgsion-
ed at the Naval Air Station, Moffett Field, California, on Junc 22,
1955, and currently baged on board the USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA

31).,
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In addition to the Distingulshed Flying Croes with four Gold
Stars, the Air Medal with eleven Gold Stars, and ihe Navy Unit Com-
mendation to the USS BUNKER HILL, Commander Beauchamp has the
American Defense Service Medal, Flect Clasp; American Campaign
Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal; World War II Victory Mcdal;
National Defensze Service Medal; Korean Service Medal; and the United

Natilnong Service Mecdal,
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