REAR ADMTIRAL WILLIAM J. CATLETT, JR.
UNTTED STATES NAVY, RETTRED

William Jackson Catlett, Jr., was born in Denver, Colorado,
on April 17, 1909, son of William J. Catlett and Minnie Dora
(Mullen) Catlett. Educated in seven states; he was graduated
third in his class (1926) at Canton (Mississippi) High School;
attended Millsaps College two years, and was appointed to the
U, 8, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from the State of
Mississippi, in 1928, As s Midshipwan he played Class foothall
and basketball, belonged to the Trident Literary Society; was on
the Trident Staff, and was Business Msnager of the Trident in ~
19%2, Grsoduated and commissioned Engsign on June 2, 1972, he sub-
sequently attained the rank of Captain, his date of rank July 1,

1952,

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1932, he
served almost three yesrs sboard the USS COLORADO, During that
time he qualified in Emgineering CGunnery Communicatlon duties,
served eleven months ag the Assistant Navigator and eight months
as a Gunnery Observer im VO Squadron 48, Farly in 1935 he re-
ported to the Naval Alr Station, Pensacols, Florida, where for
a year he was a member of the flight class, When detached, he was
assigned to the USS VEGA, énd in February 1037 was transferred to
the USS HENLEY for further duty at sea. -

Returning in August 1939 to the Naval Air Station, Pensacola,
Florida, he was Navigational Instructor there, commlssioned the
Navigation Department at the Naval Air Statlon, Corpus Christi,
Texas, aad in Seplewbsr 1941 was ordered teo the Asiabic -
‘Fleet. There he served successfully as Executive 0fficer and
Navigater of the USS CHILDS and USS PEARY in the Asiatic war
area. He received a Letter of Commendation, with Ribbon, from
the Secretary of the Navy, including the following: "On Deceuber
28, 1941 (he) assisted the Captain in effectively maneuvering the
USS PEARY during. a three hour sustained sttack by four sneuy four -
engined bombers and two twin engined torpedo planes, by his alert
and courageous observation and reports of the enemy's tactics,
wilithout which it is probable the PEARY could not have maneuvered
to escape damage...! During 1942 he served on the staff of Com-
mander Naval Forces Wegtern Australia. '

Tn 1943 he returned to the United States for duty in the
0ffice of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, Wash-
ington, D. C. There he had navigation, research-and development
duties in the OFffice of the Director of Aviation Training, and the
supervision of approximstely one hundred navigation training
schools ranging from flight preparatory courses to advanced fleet
operations., In June 1945 he qualified and was designated a Naval
Aviation Observer (Navigation) at the Naval Air Navigation School,
¢linton, Oklshoma. ¥From June 1945 to April 1946 he served as
Officer in Charge of Project Electra at the Naval Air 3tation,
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He next reported in May 1946 to the General Line School,
Newport, Rhode Island, where as a staff member he developed the
Navigatlon Course for Officers attending that school. Detached
from the General Line School in June 1947 for sea duty, he
served as the Executive Officer, USS OKALGOSA (APA 219), until

From July 1948 to April 1951 he served on the staff of Com-
mander Military Air Transport Service aas Chief Navigator and
Chief of Training. He was officially coumended for his perfor-
mance of duty in connection with %the Berlin Alrlift snd NATS ex-
pansion training program. In May 1951 he joined the U3S HAMUL
(AD 20), and served as her Executive Officer for a year.

_ In June 1952 he was ordered to commend the USS DIPHDA (AKA
59). After serving sixteen months as Commanding Officer, he was
officially coumended by Commander Ssrmieco Sguadron THREE fow
leadership in developing the DIPHDA Training Program. He served
a8 Commanding Officer, Recruit Training Command at the Naval
Training Center, Rainbridge, Maryland from November 1953 untill
August 1957, when he was ordered to duty in the Bureau of Naval
Personnel, Navy Department. He remained there until he was
transferred to the Retirved Iist of the U, 8, Navy, effectlve
July 1, 1958, Upon his retirement he was advanced to the rank of
Rear Admirsl on the basis of a combat award.

Tn addition to the Commendation Ribbon, Rear Admiral Catlett
has the American Defense Service Medal; the Asistic-Pacific Cam-
paign Medal; the American Campaign Medal; the Philippine Defense
Ribbon; the World War IT Victory Medal; the National Defense
dervice Medal; the Korean Service Medal; and the United Nations

Service Medal,
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