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. VICE ADMIRAL WALTZR STRATTON ANDERSON, U.S, NAVY (RETIRED)

Vice Adnmirel Walter Stratton Anderson, son of Williem E. P.
Anderson-ancd lellic Dougl; Homdilten, wos borm in Corlinvilie,
T1linois, October %, 188Ll. Beforc being appointed to the United
States Noval hcedemf from the State of Illinois in 1899, he attend
cd the Carlinville High School and Blackburn College, Carlinville,

Illinods.

Vice Adniral Anderson wos captain of the baseball team ot
Annapolis and served as Cadet Lieutenant Cormaonder in 1902. 1903,
the last year the Midshipmen were organized in one ba ttaliow,

He graduated "with distinction” in 1903, receiving his diplomn
frort the hand of President Theodore Roosevelt, In complicnce
with existing law, he then served two years at 'sea . beforé -belng
cormissioned Ensign, During this period he served “boerd the
U.3.3., BROOKLYN, flagship of the European Squudron, ‘and cruisecd
in the U.S.S. BROOKLYN 1n the Mediterrancan and to South African
and South nmerlcun ports. In February 1905 he was commissionecd
Ensign. : P P

1% June of 1905, Vlce Admlral AndePSOn was tranbferrud to
the U.3,.S., GALVESTON and was in her when she forncd part ofithe ...
squadron sent under cormand of Rear Admiral Charles D. Slﬁsbee,
U,S,N., to bring the body of John Paul Jones from France to-the
Unitcd, States for interment in the crypt under the Naval Aczdeny
Chapel., Upon this .occasion, Vice Admiral Anderson (then in the - -
grode of Tnsign) cormanded the GALVESTON's company in the bat-

talion sent to Paris from the United States ships. At that-time,,jlﬂ_

he morched with the first forcign troops scen on the strecets of
Paris since 1870. In August 1905, the GALVESTON started a cruisc
throngh the West Indies, carrying Minister Plenlpotenticory
Hollander, reproscntutive of the State Departmcnu.

From December 1905 until Ma y 1907, V ce Adniral Anderson --
hod posigradustc instruection in ordnence at the Burcau of Ord-
nosce, Navy Department, Washington, D.C., at the Washington Navy
Yard, and at the plants of various private industrics, His next
duty was on Asiatic Station where he served as aidc and flcog
sccrotary to Rear Admiral Joseph N, Hemphilll, U,S3,.N., Conmander,
Third Squadron, Pacific Fleet. He was promoted to licutcnant,
both grades, in February 1908. In November of that yoor 84z
joined the U.S,.3, NEBRASKA at Manila, Philippinc Islands, and
mads the remainder of the cruilse nround the world with the Battle
Tlecet, He was o member of the U,S5.S, NEBRASKA baseball tean,
winner of the Fleet Championship. He was ordered to the Taval
Torpedo Station, Newport, Rhode Island, in November 1909, and
during two years of duty therc worked with torpedoes, mincs, ane.
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explosives, and organized the planning and stock records depart-
nments. FHe conducted tests on TNT before the Navy adopted that
explosiqe for use in nmines and torpedoes,

Vice Admiral Anderson (then in the grade of Lieutenant), in
Decerber 1911, assumed cormmand of the U.S8,8, YANKTON, the Cori
monder. in Chief's dispatch boat ‘and small relief flagship., Fol-
1owing';hat'duty;‘he.served'ds alde and flag lieutenant on the
staff50fﬁRcariAdmira15tho bSterhaus;WU.S.N.,QCommander in' Chief,
Atlantic‘Fleqt,{from;AprIl_IQIE until' January 1913, After six
months in the. U,S.S,. UTAH, he' joined the U,S.S, DES.MOINGS in .Junc
1913,;s¢ﬁvingf§s3herfixeCutive officer_unti1 December 1914, . Dur- .
ing thaﬁ;gpqrféfggutyihéféepyed in the: West Indies and was undor 3
fira-VHéﬁf'h“fSanﬁQgDominié::ﬁtrOOps?@ttacked Samana, vhich was 1

S. He ‘also'served in the U,5.S, DES MOINES dur- .

-held by the'rébels,

ing the Mexlec
llayorat its inception. |'His next duty , _
dent-ih@théfNavyﬁﬁhrdgiNéﬁ'Xork,'Néw?IQrk;,:While in that detail, °
he:supérﬁised{@Eﬁn&nﬁeﬁ?érkjon1all classes of ships, including
the 'installatio fbﬁ‘bdttléslips‘of"t ¢ earliest director Pive-i s

“mie IntMay 1916, Vice Admiral Anderson was assigned dufy in con-
nectlon with fitting out' the:U,.S,S, ARIZONA, Promoted to Lieuten-
antﬁcommahder;”August'29;'1916,“he served in the ARIZONA fronm g
her cormissioning in October 1916, until November 1919, first as

| gunherﬁ,officer;flgﬁepga$ exécutive.officer. He was promoted to .
—the_gradc%dffCommandéfiﬁhilejgerving'in the ARIZONA, and was hor
executive officéﬁiﬁheﬁféhekwas‘Qrderediabroad in Noverber 1918~
‘whénﬁéhé‘cruised“outftOTSea;frOm Portland, Englend, to meet the e
U.S,S, GEORGE WASHINGTON, with President Wilson aboard, and es. S
corted that traasport to Brest, France. He was still in the :
ARIZONA when she was reviewed in the North River, New York,

with the,reét.dfjthéﬁAtlantic.Fleet, by Sceretary of the Navy,
Josophus?Daniéls'apd other cabinct members and Flect Cormanders,

and. when, prior to that, she cruised in Europcan waters in the

8Priag of '1919 and visited Smyrna, Asia Minor, and Constanti-

ncole (the first visit of a United States battleship to that city)

On that cruilse he was present when the Greeks took Smyrna.

i bk RV : M Eaias
) Vice Admiral Anderson was Officer-in Charge -of the Navy
Recrulting Bureau, New York, New York, from November 1919 until
November 1920, That was a large printing establishnent, noving
plcture and photographic exchange, employed in bublicizing the
Navy and inspiring the large number of nceded enlistments fol-
lowing VWorld War I's demobilization. He completed the senior
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course at the Naval War College? Newport, Rhode Island, in 1921,
his diploma being presented by Admiral V. &, Simey U,B,.I,

In Washington, D,C,, on Christmas Day 1921, Vice Admiral
Anderson (then in the rank of Commander) stopped a runaway
horsc attached to a brougham, - The coachrman had been knocked
OfT the vehicle by collision with a street car, The occupant
of the brougham, an elderly woman, was in grave danger of losing
her.life. For that act, Vice Admiral Anderson rcceived a Letter
of Commendation from the Secretary of the Navy,

Vice Admiral Anderson had command of the U,S,S. SINCLAIR,
and later of the U,S.S, KIDDER, with duty also as Cormender, —
Divisions 30 and 34, Déétrqyer Squadrons, Pocific Fleet, 1922-24,
He was“ﬁead'bfrthe3Depdrtment of Ordnance and Gunnery at the
Noval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from July 1924 until July
1927, "and in addition organized the first of all Naval Reserve.
0fficer’s: Training Corps Units which was at St., John's Collecge,
Annapolls, Maryland. | : L i e

With the rank of Captain, Vice Admiral Anderson served as
assistant chief of 'staff and operations officer to Admiral H, A,
wiley, U.S.N,, Commander. in. Chief, U,S, Fleet, from August 1927
antil Moy 1929, For one year thereafter he was Supervisor of
New Yoril: Hdpbor; He served as Officer in Charge of the Naval
Armunition Depot, Hingham, lMassachusetts, from May 1930 until
December 1931, e :

Vice Admiral Anderson had command of the U,S.S. WEST VIRGINIA
during 1932 and 1933. The WEST VIRGINIA won the battle efficiw '
ency pennant for the entire time of his command, a record that
stands unique for a battleship and for a Captain. For this he
recelived a.letter of Commuendation from the President of the
United States. -

Vice Admiral Anderson served as Naval Attache at the American
Embassy, London, England, from March 1934 until February 1937,
and was promoted to Rear Admiral in July 1936 while in that duty.
The period spent in London covered the 25th Anniversary Jubilee
of George V, the decath of that monarch, the abdication of Edward:
VIII; and the London Naval Confercnce of 1935-1936, which Vice
Admiral Anderson attended ag a nenber- of the American Delegation.,
4LAfter his return to the United States, he assumed command of
(heavy) Cruiser Division %, Scouting Force, U,S.S. NORTHAMPTON
flagship, During that tosur of duty, he commanded various ficet
taslz forces., He was also the first flag officer of the U, S.

Mavy to visit Bogota, Colombia, He roceived the thanks of the
Colombian Governnment for Serviccs rendercd upon that occasion,



4

=

Vice Admirol Waltor Stratton Anderson, U.S, HNavy (Retirod) Page

Fron June 1239 until Decenber 1940, Vice Admiral fnderson
was Dircctor of the Office of INaval Intelligence, Havy Deport. f
nent, washington, D. C. vwnhile in that detail hc greatly en-
larged the Haval Intelligence Service in propnrntion for war,
Also, vhile in that detail, he reported Personally and daily
to President Franltlin D, Roosevelt for a considerable period
and served, by . the Presidenttsg order, as a nember of 2 special
intelligence;cOmmittee along with the Director or Military
Intelligence ang the Director of the Federal Bureay of mrestd .
- Batlon nkiaiEr o ]

\

In. January 1941, “Vice Admira) fnderson assuned cormand of
BattleshipsifBattle-Foroe; and Battleships Division 4, In aprii
lQ#Q[thé[de;ignation ofﬁthat‘comnand'was changed. to Battleships,
Pacific Fleet, with Vice Admiral Anderson having additiona} diaty 3
as Commandew, Battlesnip'Division‘H. - During that tour or dutly s, &
he“oonmnndéd_numérouéxtask,forces of the Pacific Fleet,'and'dur—
ingﬁthétﬁcritioql perdefof-threatening hostilitles,_large‘numbert
of ‘officers and men were trained and transferred to new construc. |
tion"wnileToontihuougiy‘éxercising and conducting target prac-
ticesftolincreaSe'tneféffioiency of the cormang itself. Fiying
his flag in the'U,s.s. MARYIAND, he was Present ot Pearl Harbop; '
e Hgid henwtho=Japanéseinttacked on -December 7, 1943, LT Emnn

= d.g

"/ 0n September 28, 1942, 'Vice Admirel Anderson reported for
duty;nS'President of the Board of Inspection zng Survey,. Navy
Departuent, Washington, D, €, mnat board, under his presidency
‘Wwlth its Pacirfie Coast Section ang nunerous other subordinate
boards, was responsivlo for: the pPreliminapy trial, inspection,
and aocoptanCe of all‘vessels and aircraft forp ase by the'Navy. e
During‘the-period of "his Presidency of the Board of Inspection
and Survey, from Septerber 1942 unti] July 1944, rpope vessels .-
and aircraft were added to the Navy than in any otherp equal per-
tod in our histopy, : : : '

i

On July 17, 1944, Vice Admipal Anderson assureq duty as
Ccmnander, Gulf Sea Frontier, and Commandant, Seventh HNaval
District, with headquarters in Miami, Floridn, As Commander of
the Guif Sea Frontier, Vice Admipal finderson collaborated With the
Cuban ang Mexican_Nnvies, and with the Royal Alr Force in the
Bohamas fop Cooperative operations in the vaters of the Gulf
Sea Frontier, In that command he was responsible for the super-
vision and general direction, in s operational capacity, or
the Uniteq States Naval Mission to Cuba, and orf Such vesselsg
of the Cuban Navy as were pPlaced under his general operational
direction, on April 3, 1945, he was bromoted to the rank of
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" Vice iémiral, and in May 1245, as Senior Uni
preSsentative, ir cooperatisi with ¢ 3
afficer desiznated for that purpose, he conduc
“tions in Havana with the military anﬂ naval refpr
Cuha.

States Naval Re- !
ited States Army (
d staff conversa-
resentatives of

For his services as Commandant of the Ssventh Naval District,
and Commander, Gulf Sea Frontier, Vice Admirzl Anderson was awarded |
the Leglon of Merit with the following citation: )

-LEGION OF MERIT

"For exceptionally meritorious conduct iP the rerformance

of outstanﬂlng services to the Government of the United
States as Commanuan Seventh Naval District and as Com- -
mander Gulf Sea Frontler from July 1944 to Octoher 12U45. B
‘An’ aédminstrator of unusual ability, he accomplished close
coordination of the menifold activities of his dual com-
mand,- and’ by the exercise of unlimited enerzy, skill and
tact othined a singularly high degree of success in

their operations. He ‘performed his duties during the : =
above perldd'with'hﬁusual'lovalty, perserverance and -« - i S
zeal, and his achievements contrlbuted 31cuif1cant1y to ;: e
ths "uccessful proqecution of the war. =t e

On Octo“er 24 1945 Vice Admiral Anderson was detached as
Commander Gulf Sea Frontier and Commandant, Seventh Naval District.
He retired on March 1, 1946. '

In addition to the Legion of %erit Ji e Admiral hnﬂerson has
the Navy and Marine Corps Medal (nwarded in 1944 for heroism in 1921
for which he had previously received a Letter of Commendation from
the Secretary of the Navy) the Navy Expeditionary Mecdal, the Mexl-
can Service Medal, the 8econd Nicaraguan Camgraign Medal, the Vic-
“tory Medal, Atlantic Fleet Clasp, and is entitled to the American
Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp, the Asiatic-Pacific Area Cam-
raizn Medal;vthe American. Area Campaign Medal, and the World War II
Victory Medal. He also has the King George V Silver Jubllee Medal
(British), the Cuban Order of Naval Merit, First Class, with White
Rihbon, a2nd the Haakon VII Liberation Cross (Norway).

Vice Admiral Anderson is the author of various articles and re-
views putlished principally in the U.S, Naval Institute, among which
are the following: o 5
"Indirect Fire for Naval Guns" - January 1921
"The Dardanellés Campaign" - Jaly 1923
"ILimitation of Naval Armament" (First Honorable Mention in 1326

‘ March 1526
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y the Washington Treaty?" - August 1926

+ "Ts Hong Kong Limited b
ferences" - January 1927

"gubmarines and Disarmament Con

Vice Admiral Anderson belongs to the fellbwing cluhs: Army
and Navy Club, Washington, D.C.; Army and Navy Country Club,
Washington, D.C.; Army and Navy Club, Manila, P.I.; Chevy Chase Club,

Chevy Chase, Maryland; New ¥York Yacht Club, New York, New York.
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rson held national ranking in tennis in 1915
avy Champion in doubles. As g
d the Navy Leech Tennis A

Viéergdmiral ande
and 1920, and 1is a former Army and N

Commander and Captain he coached and captaine R

Team for three years,
petition with the Army.. .

for which the Navy won the Leech Cup in com-
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