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REAR ADMIRAL ROBERT L. CAMPBELL, UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

Robert Lord Campbell was born on September 12, 1903, at Imlay City,
Michigan, son of Robert L. and Mrs. Grace (Lord) Campbell. He attended
public schools at Kalamozoo, Michigan, before his appointment to the U, S.
Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from the Third Congressional District
of Michigan in 1920. Graduated and commissioned Ensign on June k4, 192L,
he sdvanced to the rank of Rear Admiral, to date from July 1, 1951.

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 192k, he was assigned
to the battlehip USS PENNSYLVANIA until April 1928, when he was transferred
+o the destroyer USS ROBERT SMITH, Detached from the latter vessel in
Jenuary 1929, he had flight tralning at the Navel Air Stetion, San Diego,
California, and further instruction at the Nevel Air Station, Pensacola,
Florida. He was next assigned to the destroyer USS PREBLE, and in June
1931 returned to Annapolis for instruction in the General Line Course &at
the Postgraduate school.

He attended the course at the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island,
from June 1932 until May 1933, after which he reported as Aide and Flag
Lieutenant on the staff of Commander Cruiser Division THREE. He assumed
commend of the coastesl minesweeper USS RAIL in April 1935, and in June
1936 was detached with orders to command the suxiliary ship USS SEQUOIA,

He remsined in that commend until September 1937 when he was ordered to
London, England, to serve as Asslstant Neval Attache.

Upon his return to the United States in October 1939, he had duty in
connection with fitting out the destroyer USS TRIPPE et the Navy Yard,
Boston, Massachusetts, and assumed command at her commissioning November 1,
1939. The TRIPPE was assigned to Neutrality Patrol and escort of convoy
duties in the Atlantic during the period prior to and immediately following
the U. S, entry into World War II.

In June 1942 he was detached and ordered to duty in connection with
fitting out the battlehip USS ALABAMA. Upon her commissioning, August 16,
1942, he reported for duty as Navigator, serving as such during operations
in the North Atlantic and North Sea until August 1943, In that month
the ALABAMA proceeded to the Pacific, and as her Executive Officer during
that period he participated in the Gilbert Islands and Marshall Islands
campaigns as part of Task Force 58, Detached from the ALABAMA in March
194li, he returned to the U. S. for duty on the staff of the Naval War
College from April 19L4L until June 1945,

Assuming command of Destroyer Squadron 22 in June 1945 he had addi-
tional duty as Commander Destroyer Division 43, "For meritorious service
...during minesweeping operations in the Yangtze River, its approaches and
the Chusan Archipelago from September T to December 12, 1945..." he was
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awvarded the Bronze Star Medsal which further commends him for “contributing
materially to the prompt and effieient removel of mines and other hazerds
to nevigation and insuring safe pessage of Naval and merchant shipe through
these waters,"

Between Jenuary and August 1946 he commanded Destroyer Squadron FIVE.
end Destroyer Division °l. He then returned to the U, S, for instruction.
&t the Netional War College, Washington, D, Cey and upon completion of thé
course in June 1947, wes ordered to duty in the Office of the Assistant
Chlef of Navel Operations, Neavy Department, Weshington, D, C, He served
In the Strategic Plans Divieion until January 1949 when he took commang
of Destroyer Flotills ONE,

In Jenuary 1950 he reported to the Office of the Chief of Naval Opera-
tione for duty on the staff of Viee Admirel F, S, Low, USN, in connection
with & comprehensive Burvey of the U, S, Navy undersee warfare effort,

Upon completion of this survey four months later, he was designated Chief of
Staff to Commender Sixth Fleet. On August 20, 1951 he was assigned specisl
duty in Eurcpe as the senior neval member of the Joint Military Survey Team

which mede the first inspeetion of base sites later developed in Spain with
U, S, Aid, Upon his return to the U, S, in November 1951, he beceme Deputy
Director of the Joint Steff for Logistics, Joint Chiefs of Steff, Weshing-

ton, D, C, ‘

In December 1953 nhe Treported ae Commander Amphibious Group FOUR and
beceme Commender Navsl Base, ILos Angeles, Celifornia in November 1955, He
essumed the duties of Commander Service Force, U, S, Pacific Fleet at his
Pearl Harbor, Hewaii headquerters Mey 10, 1958, There he commanded more
than 100 supply and auxiliary ships whieh transport the "beans, bullets
and black oil" to Nevy flghting ships and stations throughout the Pacific
Ocean ares,

He essumed the tri-command of Commander Hawaiian Sea Frontier, Com-
mendent lhth Naval District, and Commander U, S. Naval Base Pearl Harbor
on March 23, 1961. The first job centered largely on coordineting searches
and rescues of military ships and planes in distress within a 10=million-
Square-mile portion of the Central Pacific Ocean, As Commandsnt of the
1kth Naval District he controlled all Navy and Marine Corps air stations
and other instellstions on Midwey, Kwajalein and throughout the Hawaiiasn
Islands, and was the representative of the Secretary of the Navy and the
Chief of Naval Operations in the Hawailian area, His "third hat" was the
command and eoordination of the many facilities of the Pearl Harbor Naval
Base complex, which ingludes the Navsl Shipyard, Naval Supply Center;, Sub-
marine Base, and others,

In Jenuary 1962 he reported as Deputy Chief of Staff, Joint Staff,
United States Europesn Commend, "For exceptionally meritorious conduct
»o." in that dapacity from January 1962 to Qctober 196k, he was awasrded
the Legion of Merit, The citation further states in part;
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During this period, Rear Admiral Campbell exercised & high degree
of leadership, professional skill, and administrative ability in planning,
organizing and coordinating many of the diverse activities of the United
States European Command. Under his superb guidance, the joint staff
achieved unity of effort and effective coordination in the conduct of
various studies of major importance to the commend. Through his super-
vision and improvement of the command inspection program for MASGs /Mis=
sions, and by his cordial and cooperative relationships with high
military and civilian officials of the host countries, he has contri-
buted immessurably to the success of the Militery Assistance Program in
those countries..."

On October 1, 1964 he was transferred to the retired List of the
U. S. Navy.

In sddition to the Bronze Ster Medal, Rear Admirel Cempbell has the
Americen Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clesp; the American Cempaign Medal;
European-Africen-Middle Eastern Cempaign Medalj; the Asiatic-Pacific Medal
with four engagement stersj World Wer II Vietory Medal; Navy Cccupation
Service Medel, Asia Clasp; the China Service Medasl; and the National De-
fense Service Medel.
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