CAPTATN NEVETT B. ATKINS
UNITED STATES NAVY

Nevett Brooke Atkins was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
on June 28, 191k, son of Captain L. M. Atkins, USN (Deceased) :
and Mrs. (Charlotte Murray Stelle) Atkins. He attended various
public schools, Chestnut H111 (Pennsylvania) Academy, and Severn
School, Ssverna Park, Maryland, prior to entering the U. S. Naval
Academy as a Midshipman at large on June 11{ 19%3i, While there
he participated in athletlcs (water polo uh acd opew), and was
active in the Naval Academy Young Mens! Christlun fzsociation.
crsduated and commlssioned Ensign on June 6, 1936, he gubsequently
advanced in rank, attaining that of Captain, to date from July 1,

1954,

Upon graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1935 he was
assgigned to the USS NEW MEXTCO, in which he gerved until Septenber
1639 as & junior officer in Gunnery (ap), and from June 1938 as
Alr Defense 0fficer. “During that period he qualified in deck,
gunnery, communications and engineering. Attended AA and Broad-
gide Gunnery Schools, and spent two months (TAD) on the USS VEGA
during the summer of 1938, He next gerved in the newly commis~-
gioned USS MORRIS (DD-%17), as Communication and Torpedo officer,
with additional duty as Adde to Commander Destroyer Division 17,
while the MORRIS operated in the Atlantic and Pacific QOceans. In
october 1941 he was transferred to the USS ELLYSON (DD-45%),
operating 1n the Atlantic, and was Serving as her Gunnery officer
at the outbresk of World War IT in December 1941. He continued
duty in that capacity until July 1942, with additional duty as
Acting Communication Officer, from January 1942.

T July 1942 he returned to Annapolis for the course in Sub-
surface Ordnance at the Naval Postgraduate gchool, and was gradu-
ated in June 1gW4, He then reporied to the Staff of Commander
Service Squadron 6, and during the period ending in July 1945
also served on the Staff of Commander Mine Force, U. S Pacific
Fleet. There he was Officer in Charge, Mine Modification Unlt,

. Mine Assenbly Base and Mine Explosive Investigatlon Unit No. 4;
and additionally served as Tleet Mine Readiness Officer and Head
of the Technical and Operational Readiness Section for Mines and
Mine Countermeasures and as Chief Staff Officer of the Administra-
tive Command, Commander Mine Force, U. S. Paclific Fleet,

"por meriltoricus service as Rasdiness and Training Officer
on the Staff of Commander Minecraft, U. S Pacific Fleet, during
operations against enemy Japanese forces in the Pacific War Area,
from October 1944 to July 1945,,," he was awarded the Bronze Star
Medal. The Citatlon atates that he "alded in the solution of the
many problems attendant upon the preparation of minecraft vessels
for conbat operation...and effectively coordinated the various
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problems gonngetion ﬁith alreraft mining 1o the Pacific...(con-
tribuliing materinlly to the guccegsful performance of minecraft -

i theli?r opsrations against the enemy.

\ Tn July 1985 he assumed command of the USS THOMAS E. FRASER
(DM 2%), with additional duty as Publlc Tnformation Officer for
Mine Force Pacific (Forward Area). Under his command that de-
stroyer participated in gqupport operatlions at Okinawa and in the
post-war mine clearance of Japanese and China Sea water, He re-
aoived a Letter of Commendation with Ribbon and Combab gy, from
the Commander in Chlef, pacific Fleet, which follows in part:

"nor meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding
‘gervices as commsanding O0fficer of the 7SS THOMAS E. FRASER dur-
ing nine sweeping operations in China and Japanese waters from 26
July to 2 BSeptember 1045, Demonstrating oubstanding abllity and
initlative, he directed the vessel gkillfully and efficiently and
provided‘excellent pnavigational information_for'hhe minesweepers,
thereby contributing materially to t%e successful completion of

1mportant minesweeping operations..,

Detached from command of the THOMAS B. FRASER in July 1946,
he became Operations officer on the staff of Commander Mine Force,
Atvlantic, and collaterallz gerved as Mining and Intelligence '
officer until February 1948, Ordered to the Navy Department,
Washington, D. Cs, he was assigned %o the Mines, Mining and Ex-
-plosive Ordnance'Disposal Section, Mine Warfare Branch, of the
Undersea Warfare Division, He completed that tour of duby 1n
Novenber 1951, after which he commanded Mine Sguadron FOUR for

fifteen months,

Tuty as Operational Readiness and Tralning officer on the
staff of Commander in Chief, Eastern Atlantic and Medlterrancan
preceded instruction, from August 1955 until June 1056, at the
Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Tsland, From July 1956 to
November 1958 he was on duty at the Bureau of Ordnance, Navy
Departuent as Direator of Underwater Weapons Systens, Researeh

and Development Division.
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Tn addition to the BronZe gtar Medal and the Commendation
Ribbon with Combat "v," Captein Atkins has the Americen Defense
service Medal with bronze fan's the Asiatic-Pacifilc Campaign
Medal with three engagement stars; the American Campalgn Medals;
World War II Victory Medal; Navy Occupation gervice Medal, Asila
Clasp; and the National Defense Service Medal.

Navy Office of Tnformation
Riographies Branch.
4 April 1963






