CLIRUTTENANG SOMAN W, FINN, UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

John Willism Finn was born in Los Angeles, California, on July
23, 1909, e served eontinucusly as an enlizted man in the Navy from
“July 29, 1928, when he was first sworn in, wnbil he was appoirtad
Ensign, For temporary servics, Lo Iank jrdm Juns 15, 1sb2, subsequente
ly, he was promoted to Lisuterent { junior graie), tc date from May 1,
1943, and Lieutenant, to rank from July 1, 194,  On March 28, 19k7,
upon his transfer to the Fleet Reserve, he reverved o the rate of
Aviation Chief Orinanceman, On Senhember 1, 1336, he was Lraneferved
to the Retired List of the U, 5, Navy and was advanced te Lieuilenant,
the highest rank he held while on active duty. :

"For heroism during the Japsnese attack on Hawaii on Decemper T,
1941, he was awarded bhe Medal of fdonor wich zitation =y follows:
“por extraordinary herolsm, distinguished service 2nd devoilon above
and beyond the call of duty., During the 'irst attack by Japunese alr-
- planes on the Naval Air Station at Kaneche Bay, fHonolulu, Territory of
Hawali, on December 7, 1541, he promptly secured and manned & machi.e
gun mounted on an instruction stand in a completely expesed section
of the parking ramp, which waz under heavy enemy mechine =nd strafing
fire. Although painfully wounded meny times, he continued to men this
gun and to return the enemy fire vigorcusly and with telling effact
. throughout thef enemy strafing and bombing attacy end with complete
o disregard for his own perscmal safeby., I was only by specific orders
that he was persuaded to lezve his post to seek medical avtention.
Following first aid trestment, although obviously suftfering much pain
and moving with great diftizultly he returned to Lthe dron arves and
actively supervised the rearming of returning pianes...
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After receiving his commission in 1942, he served with Borbing
Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWO tntil March 31, lgth then was assigned to
the Naval Air Technical irzining Center, HNormen, Ckirsoma, 1In Au-
gust 1943 he reportel for training at the Aerial Free (unnery Instruetors
School, Naval Air Staticn, Fensaccla, Florida, and iT<m Septemvec gne
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November 1943 lmad Furbher uraining st the Naval Trarniug gebocl, Briggs
g ¢ =3 » &

Mamufacturing Company, Detroit, Mithigan apd ohe Haval Alr Teslmical
Training Center, Chicage, Tllimcir,
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Following bried assigmments ab the Naval Alr ptaticns, Jackson-
ville and Fort Leuderdale, Florids, he reported in April 1945 on bosrd

the USS HANCOCK (CV-19), He served in that sircreft carrier, parvici-
pating in the THIRD Fleet operations against Japan, until December
1946, when he was ordered to the Naval Training Center, Sun Diego,
california, for separation processing, Hospitalized unhil January 1947, \
he was transferred to the Fleet Rewerwve on March 88, 1947 and on April

18, that year, was relieved of actlve Juby. -

Tn addition to the Medal of Honsr, Lieutenant Firm has the Purple
Heart Medal (for wounds recelved in enemy action); American Defense
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Service Medal, Basé (lasp; American Campaign Medal; Asiatle-Pacific
Campaign Medals World War II Victory Medal; and the Navy Cecupation
Service Medal, Asis Clasp., Por enlisted service he has a Good Conduct

Medal with two bronze stars.
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