VICE ADMIRAL EDWARD C. FWEN
UNTTHD STATES NAVY, DECEASTD

Edward Coyle Ewen was born 1n Portsmouth, New Hampshire, on
May 26, 1897, son of George S. and Jessica {Coote) Ewen, He attond-
od Portsmouth High School and Tlton (New Hampshire) Academy, and
in 1917 entered the U. 5. Waval Academy, Annapolls, Maryland, upon
appointment from hls native state, As a Midshipman he served during
World War I (the summer OF 1918), aboard the U3S WISCONSTN, operat-
ing with the Atlantic Fleet; was active in athletics, winning hie
lotter in football and lacrosse, wWas Captain of the Football team
for two years, and was swarded the Sword presented annually by thc
Navy Athletic Asgoctiation to the Midshipman who excelled in athlet-
jcs, Graduated and commisaioned Ensign on June 3, 1921, he subge-
quently progressed 1n rank, attaining that Af Rear Admiral, to date
from July 21, 1944, On Februvary 1, 1957 he wag transferred to the
Retired List of the U, 5. Navy and wag advanced to the rank of Viece
Admiral on the basis of combat awerds.

Following graduatilon from the Naval Academy in 1921, he jolned
the USS FLORTDA, and in August 192% was debtached from that battle-
ship for duty at the Naval Academy. He remained there until Januvary
162%, vhen he was ardered to the Naval Alr Station, Pensacola, Flo-
rida, for flight training. Derignated Naval aviator on August 15,
1924, he reported in Docember of ghat year for duty with Ajvcraft
Squadrons, Battle Flest, and was assigned to Scouting Squadron TWO,
n July 1925 he transferred to Flghting Squadron WO, and during
January 1927 was attached 1o Fighting Squadron SIX.

Betweon February 1927 and May 1929 he was assigned to the Naval
Adr Station, Pensacola, Florida, after which he had instructlon in
aviation ordnance at the Pogtgraduate School, Apnapolis, Marylaud,
and from March 1931 at the Navy Yard, Waghingbton, D, C. In June
1932 he joined Fighting Squadron TWO B, based on the U8S LEXINGTON
and two years later, June 1934, transferred to Obhgeyvation Squadron
THREE B, aviation unit of the USSH NIW - MEXTCO, In April 1935 he was
ordered to the Naval Air Stabtion, Anacostia, D. C., where he Ie-
mained until June 1936, Following brief duty in tho Office of the
Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, Washington, D, C., he
reported in August 19%6 as Aviation Member of the Naval Migeion ©0
Brazil with headduarters in Rio de Janeliro. '

He joined the USS ENTERPRISE in March 1939, and in May 1940,
asgumed command of the Air Group sboard that aireraft carrier, Re-
turning to duty ashore in May 1941, he was agslgned for two months
in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department,
and in July became Assistant Naval Attache and Assistant Naval At~
tache for Air at the American Embassy, London, England. He contin-
ved to serve in that capaclty until September 1941, when he was ag-
gipnsd to the Fleet Trainin% Division, Office of the Chief of Naval
Operations, In February 1942 he tpans ferred to Headquartors, Com-
mander in Chief, U. 3. Flect, Navy Department, where he remainsd
until January 1943,
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Ordersd to the Seattle-Tacoma Shipbuilding Company, Tacoma,
Waghinyton, he was in charge o1 the fitting out >f the U3S BRETOW,
She wag put into commiesion as an auxiliary alrcraft carrier n
April 12, 1943, and he agsumed command. Under his command she
sperated along the West Coast until June 194%, when she was >rdeved
ta the Pacific assigned to the New Hobrides area. Detached Iroa
commend »f the BRETOV in December 1943, he was next in command of
Roi and Mamur Islende in the Marshall Islande, February 1, 1944
until July 11, 1944, during the months following the American ¢con-
quest ~f that area. For outetanding services in that capacity, he
recoived 8 Letber of Commendation, with suthorization to wear the
Commencatisn Ribbon, from the Commander in Chief, U. 5. Pacific
Fleet, and the Lemion of Merit with Combat "V " The citatloneg fol-
low in part:

Letter of Commendation: "For extraspdinary heroism...as Com-
mander of Roi Island, during the bowbing of that lesland by enemy
aireraft oo the night of February 11i-12, 1044, , ,anidet an infern>
of bursting bombeg, shells and pyrotechnics caused by a bomb hit on
an ammnition dump to dirvect the establishing »f dresslng stationsg
and the evacuation »f the wounded. By his presence and courage he
inspired¢ hiz >fficers and men..."

Legion of Merit: "For exceptionally meritorious conluct...as
Commander of Roi and Namur, Marshall Ielands, during operations
apainst enemy Japangse forcez in that vicinity from January 1 to
July 11, 1944...(He) was responsible in large measure for the al-
most immediste establishment of alreraft facilities at Roi and, in
hig additional capacity asg Commanding Officer of the Rot Waval Adyp
Bage, he planned and superviged the construction of a base from
which the enemy present in the Marshall Xelande could be g sught
sut and destroyed..."

Tn July 1944 he assumed command o7 the USS INDEPENDENCE,
and for meritoriosus copduct 1n that capacity, was awarded the Navy
Crose and o Gold Star in lieu of a Second Legion of Merit with Com-

bat "V." The citations follow in pavt:

Nayy Crosg: '"For extraordinary heroiem as Commanding Offiicer
nf the USS INDEPENDENCE, during operations against the enemy in
Septewber and October 1944, Expertly commanding the INDEPENDENCE
in the firet night carrier operations in the Pacific, {(he} brought
+5 bear the full fighting strength of his ghlp and air groups and,
throush his foresight and tactical ability, directed them in des-
tyoying hostile lead attack planes and airborne tractors to breal
up encmy air attacks before they could develoD. Hir courage...dur-
ing long verinds of sustained actlion reflect the highest credit on
Rear aAdmiral BEwen, hieg gallant officers and men and the United
States Naval Service."

Gnld Star in lieuw of gecond lLegion of Merit: T, .as Command-~
ing Officer of the USS INDEPENDENCE during operatiosns against enemy
Japsnese forces in the Pacific War Area from August 29, 1944 to
January 25, 1945...He was vesponsible for the development of wmnet
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~f the curvent doctrins and tacties »f night carrier opesrations
and, by hig inspiring leadership and resourcefulness, gontributed
materially to the succegs oL the Navy in the Pacific...!

Nelieved »f coumand of the INDEPENDENCE on February 1i, 1945,
he served consecutively ag Senior U, 5. Naval Liaisgon Officer asz-
gigned %o the British Carrisr Task Force, and as Operationg Officer
~f the Secoma Carrier Task PForce, U, 3, Pacific Fleet, until Soep-
tember 16, 1945, "Subsequently he returned home and had temporary
duty in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operationg, Navy Depart-
ment. Ior his services as U, 3, Haval Liaigon Officer with the
Britich Carvier Tagl Force, from February 28 to September 1, 1945,
he wag awarded the Bronze Star Medal. '

On November 19, 1945 he had orders ag Chief of Naval Air Re-
serve Training, Naval Alpr Station, Glenview, Illinois, where he -
cerved until Februavy 1948, On March 10, 1948 he became Chief of
Pyhlic Relations, Executive Officer of the Secretary, Navy Depart-
ment, and remained in that ageignment until June 1%, 1949, when he
wag ordereC to duty as Commander, Fleet aip Guam, with additional
auty az Commander Fleet Air Wing ONE., These orders vere madified
on July 26, 1949, and he reported as Commander Marianas, with
additional cuty as Commander Fleet Air Guam, and Commander Fleet
Adr Wing OYE, In Deceuber, when the Navy relinquished the governsr-
ship of CGuam in favor of a civillan government, the title of this
command was changed to Commander, Naval Forces, Marianag, with the
same additiord duties, and headguarters, alt Agana,

On July 28, 1950 he became Commander Carrier Diviegion ONE, Pa-
cific Fleet, and in Auguet 1950 assumed command of Tagk Force
SEVENTY SEVEN, operating in the Korean areca, For meritorious
service in the latter command, he wae awarded the Distingulshed
Service Medal and the Army Silver Star Medal. The citations fol-
1ow in part: ‘ ‘

Distinguished Service Medal: "For exceptionally meritorlous
service,..a¢ the Commander Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN in operations
against eneny forces in the Korean area from July 31, 1850 ©5 De-
cenber 5, 1950, Directing various Task Units with zgreat tactical
akill =nd exceptinonal foreeight, Rear Admiral Ewen enabled his
pllote t2 attack shore installatione throughout Korea and to
furnish. invaluable close alr gupport to2 the ground forces fighting
thersin., Despite rerious sbetacles presented by =gea and weather
conditioneg vital airy support was made avalilaple to zround forces
where ever ovoegible and his air strikes were carried ts the rear of
enemy-held territory throughout Korea, His camplete knowledge oF
carrier alr operations and grasp of the military eituation made it
poreeible for the naval alr apm to give vital =uppoirt to naval sur-
face forces prior to and at Inchon during the period September 1 to
September 21, 1950 and asgain daring the Wonean landing..."
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Army Silver Star Medal: IHe "digtingulshod himsclf by conspleu-

nus gallantry in action in the Inchon-Seoul osperations during the
poriod September 15-21, 1950, His actions contributed materially
to the success of this operabion...” :

He peturned to the United States and on June 25, 1951, became
commandor Fleet Alr, Alameda, California, and in Aprll 195ﬂ, trang-
rerred to duty as Commander Fleet Air, Eastern Atlantic and Medi-
terransan. He continued to serve in that capacity until February
1056, He was hospitalized for a year prior to hils retirement, of-

fective Pebruary 1, 18957,

Tn addition to the Navy Cross, the Distinguished Service Medal,
the Army S1lver Star Medal, the Leglon of Merit with Gold Star and
Combat "V," the Bronze Star Medal, and the Gommendation Ribbon with
Combat “V," Vice Admiral Ewen hag the Victory Medal, Atlantic Fleet
Clasp (World War I); the American Defense Service Medal, Fleet
Clasp; the Asiatic-Pacific Campatgn Medal; the American Campalgn
Medal; the World War ITI Victory Medal; the Navy Occupation Service
Medal, Asia Clagp; the National Defense Seprvice Medal; the Korean
service Medal; the United Natilons Service Mednl; and the Philip-
pine Liberation Ribbon with two bronze stars, He has alsgo been
awarded the Order of the British Empire, Third Clase (Commander),
by the Government of Great Britain,

‘ sdmirnl Bwen died ~t the "Wddl Pisnit~1l, Beth: s>, Maryland
on August 13, 1959,
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