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. Thurston Booth Clark was born on Sepbember 18, 1904, in New
Rochelle, New York, son of Arthur Ludlow and Cornelia LeRoy (Lud-
- low) Clark,: He attended Stuyvesant School, Warrenton, Virginias,
- and the Army and Navy Preparatory School, Washington, D, C,, be-.
Fore his appointment to the U..8, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Mary-
~land, from the Elghth Congressional District of Virginia in 192%,
As aMidshipman he played Class 'and B-Squad baseball and football.
- Graduated and-commissioned Ensign on June 2, 1927, he gubsequently
fdvanced in rank to that of Captain to date from March 20, 1945,
His selection for the rank of Rear Admiral was approved by the
Pregident on July 25, 1955, hi¢ date of rank January 1, 1956,

- After graduation from the Naval Academy in 1927, he was g&-
signed to the USS IDAHO, and in November 1928 transferred to. the
USS HENDERSON. The majority of his cruise in that vessel was . ¢
spent in-Aslatic waters, transporting Marines along the Ching
" coast following the Chinese troubles, Detached from the HENDERSON
- 1n July 1929, he was ordered to the Naval Air Station, Pengacolsa,
Florlda, for instruction. Detached in  October of that. yeai,
he joined the USS MARBLEHEAD, He served In that vessel untit May
1933, interspersed with a six months' course between January and -
June 1931, in torpedoes at the Naval Torpedo Station, Newport,

Rhode Island.

- . Debached from the MARBLEHEAD, he continued duty afloat in.

- the USS HATFIELD until -January 193ﬁ, when he réturned to ths
United States for flight training at the Naval Air Station, Pensa- .
cola, Designated Naval Aviator on February 27, 1936, he was
agsigned In June of that year to Aireraft, Battle Force. .

, Between June 1938 and June 1940, he served at the Naval Alr-.
craft Factory, Phlladelphia, Pennsylvania, after which he had fit-
~ting out duty with Patrol Squadron FOURTEEN. Upon the commission-
ing of that Squadron on November 25, 1941, he assumed command and
commanded it for a year thereafter, "For heroism and extraordinary
achievement,.:(in that capacity) during action against enemy Japa-
nese forces in Southwestern Pacific waters from February 7 to
‘Mareh 22, 19%42.,." he was awdrded the Distingulshed Flylag Cross.
The cltation continues in pabt: "Pruliy-swaretbhat his sguadron

was the vanguard of our defense line against the Japanese, (he)
vigilantly directed the operation of his. squadron, maintalning
daily patrol and scout missions over the entire Coral Sea Area in

- :all types of weatlier and under the most advense conditlons. Effec-

Lively supporting our Task Force against surprise attacks by the

enemy during our strike on Salamaua and Lae, he provided an addi-

ticnal security for oSur ships operating in that area and was in-

- sbrumental in obtalnlng intelligence data vital to the movement of
our Army Expeditionary: Force into New Caledonla at that time, By
his skillful alrmanship end his courage and inltlative as a leader,

Captain Clark contributed materially to the success of hils squad-

~ ron's mission.,,"
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Detached from comnand af . Patrol Sgua dPOn POURTHEREN 1m4ﬂoveﬂber
1942 he next had duty #n c¢onnection with the establishment of the
Naval ‘Air Station, Patuxent River, Maryland. . Upomn ite comuissionhing
he becane- Executive officer of that station, nnﬁ eontinucd te serve
there untll March 1945, From May of that year until Februory 1946 he
commanded the USS BOUGAINVILLE, after which he goined the Staff of
Comnander, TEHTH Fleet ag Aviatien @ foxcerv- '

Transforred in July 1946 to the Staff of Commander, U. 8. Naval
Forcesf Mediterranewn, he served as Assistant Chilef of Staff until.
Augugt 1947, He then returned to the Palbed 8tates, and reportlng to
~ the Navy Department, Washington, D. C., served in ﬁhe Office of the

Chief of Naval Qperations until July 1950, Fron thnt time until
January. 1953 he served as Cormander Naval Activzties, Port Lyautey,
French Morocco, after wvhich he had command of the USS KEARSARGE (CVA-
33) during the rest of that year: He¢ was awarded fthe Bronze Star -
Medal with Combat '"V,". for meritoriosud service in Korea fion Feb-
ruary 6 to 23, 1953, In December 1955 he bocame Chief of Staff and
Alde to- Gonmnnder, Naval Advanéed Training, with Headquartors at the
Naval Air Station, Corpus Christl, Texas, _

On November 22 1954 he hecane Executive Assistant and, Sendor

Aide to the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, and on April
16, 1956 reported as Commander Carrier Division SPVENTEEN. He had
temporary duty with the Air. Force, U, 8, Paciflec Fleet during Nov-
crber and DeceﬁbcflﬂBﬁ after which he wag 1n command of the Naval
Alr Test Conter, Patuxant River, Maryland, On January 27, 1959 he

" assuned cormiand of Fleet Alr Wings. Atlantile Fleet and, as additional
duty, also scrved as Commander Pleet Alr Wing RIVE. On July 1, 1962
he was trqnsforred to the Retired Lisgt of the U, 8., Navy.

. Mpop oxceptlonally merltorious conduct.,.us Conmander Fleet -
Al Wings, United States Atlantie Fleet, from Januaery 1959 to Jung
1962,.." he was awarded the Legion of ycrit. The citatlon continpes

-  in part

. "Exercising V1sion, leadership, and initiative of a high ordcr, |
Rear Adairal Clark contributed irmeasurably to the achievenent of
recent improvements in antisubnarine Wurfqre (ASW) capabilities of
the alrcraft squadrons and wings under his cormand. Instrumeintal lq
establishing the Maritine Alr Task Force, which has led to graatly -
inproved reaction time for speclal air antisubmarine operatilons and
_in-long-range surveillance siltuations, he has made a significant con-
Ctributlon to the achievement of a hlbh state of readiness in the

" dévelopment of ASW tactice; to marked improvenent in the ability of -
patrol atreraft to coordinate effectively with the Ocean Surveil-
lance Systen; and to improvenments in submarine/air barrier tactics,
I additlon, he has furtherced the lialson anong the Maritime Air
‘Task Force, Royal Air Force Comstal Cormand, and the Canadian Marl-
time Coastal Connand resulting -in cnhanced national and NATO ASW

ﬂpabllitles vee
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: In addition ‘to the Leginn of MO?lt Dlstingulshed Flying Cross,
,Bronze Star Medal with Combat "v," Rear Admlral Clark has the Am-
erican. Caupalgn Medal; Asl&th=P&C1flG Canpaign Medal with four
engagerent stars; World War II Vlctorv Medal; Navy 0ccupat10n Sex -
vice Medal, Asia and Europe Clasps; the. National Defense  Service
. Medal; Kbrean Service Medal and. Unitbd Nations Service Medal He
‘also has the Korean Presidential. Unit. Cltation..
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