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CAPTALN JAMES D, FERGUSON, UAITED STATES NAVY

James Dugue Ferguson was born in Bali:more, Maryland, August 28, 1910,
son of James F. and Mary (Trenholm) Fergucom. Ee attended Severn School,
Severna Park, Maryvland and on June 21, 1928 enlisted in the U, 5. Navy.

He was honorably discharged on July 1, 1929 to accept an appointment from
his native state to the U. 5. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Marylend. Graduated
on June 1, 1933 he was not commissioned in the U. §., Navy until the next
year (July 12, 1934). He subsequently advanced in rank attaining that of
Captain, to date from July 1, 1952.

His first assigoment after receiving his commissizn in 1234 was on
board the USS DETROIT. In August 1936 he transferred to the USS BROOME
and for two years, Jume 1937-June 1939, served in the USS HELM. He was
attached to the battleship NEVADA, tied up at Pearl Harbor, Territory of
Hawaii, when the Japanese attacked the Naval Base there on December 7, 1541.
Badly damaged during the attack, the NEVADA was refloated in February,
temporarily tepaired at Pearl Harbor and then steamed to Bremerton, Washing-
ton for more complete repairs and modernization. By early 1943 she was
again ready for battle and subsequently participated in operations in the
Attu Kiska area.

"For meritorious service as Air Defense Officer cf the USS NEVADA
during the peried following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor...'" he
received a Letter of Commendation, with authorization to wear the Commenda-
tion Ribbon, from the Commander in Chief, U. 5. Pacific Fleet. The citation
further states in part: "He designed and developed an instrument for con-
trol of antiaircraft batteries. The design of this instrument has been
adopted by the Bureau of Ordnance and has been installed on Fleet vessels,
His superior ability and tireless effort in making so valuable a contribu-
tion to the successful prosecution of the war against Japan were an inspira-
tion to the officers and men of his ship..."

Detached from the NEVADA in November 1943, he next had duty on the
Fire €ontrol Desk in the Bureau of Ovdnance, Navy Department, Washington,
D. C, He was given a letter of Commendation, with authorization to wear
the Bronze Star on his Commendation Ribbon, by the Secretary of Navy for
"outstanding performance of important duties...(while in that assignment)
~ from October 1943 to August 1945. As a key member of the staff of the
Fire Control Section of the Fleet Maintenance Division, Commander Ferguson
was responsible for a complete reorganization of procedures for the main-
tenance of 85,000 lead-computing antiaircraft sights in the Fleet, His
foresight, administrative ability and technical competence rasulted in a
tremendous improvement in the performance of lead-computing sights under
the difficu-t conditions encountered in combat theaters..."




Capte Js D} ﬁérguson, USN Page 2

In September 1945 he reported as Executive Officer of the USS DENVER and
later commanded that cruiser until she was decommissioned at the Philadelphisa .
(Pennsylvania) Naval Shipyard in October 1946, He then asgsumed cormand of
the USS HENRY W. TUCKER. Under his command that radar picket destroyer operat-
ed in the Japan, China and Eniwetok areas and executed an armed landing at
Goose Point; Shantung Province against Chinese Communists in an effort to

rescue Marime pilots who had been forced down.

From July 1948 until August 1950 he was Training Officer on the staff of
Commander Fleet Training Group, San Diego, Califoxnia, after which he again
had duty in the Korean area as Operations Officer on the staff of Commander
Destroyer Flotilla THREE. Continuing service in destroyers, he served from
October 1951 until March 1952 as Commandex Destroyer Divigion SIX HUNDRED TWO
with ¢ollaterial duty as Commander New London Group, Operational Development

force.

He was Research Division Superintendent at the Naval Research Laboratcry,
Washingtcn, D. C,, untll August 1954 and after completing instruction at the
Industrial College of the Armed Forces, veported in July 1955 as Commanding
Officer of the USS RANKIN, Detached from that vessel in September 1956 he
became Director of the Plans Division in the Bureau of Naval Persomnel, Navy
Department. In July 1958 he assumed command of the cruiser SALEM and when
she was decommissioned he transferred in Februvary 1959 to command of the
cruiser NEWPORT NEWS. 1In April, that year, he was ordered to the Staff of
Commander in Chief, Atlantic Fleet, and two years later became Comma.der Fleet
Training Group, Guantaonsmoe Bay, In Apxril 1963 he was designated Commanding

Officer of the Naval Station, Horfolk, Virginia,

In addition to the Commendation Ribbon with Bronze Star, Captain Ferguson
has the American Defense Service Medal; Agiatic~Pacific Campaign Medal; Ameri-
can Campaign Medal; European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal; World War
I Victory Medal; Navy Occupation Service Medal, Asia Clasp; China Service
Medal; National Defense Service Medal; Korean Service Medal; and the United
Nations Service Medal. He also has the Expert Rifleman Medal and the Expert

Pigtol Shot Medal,
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