CAPTAIN JOHN F. FELTER, U, S. NAVY

John Francis Felter was -born in Plttston, Pennsylvania, on Februe=
ary 1, 1914, son of Austin and Catherine Connahan Felter, both now de-
ceased, He attended Saint John's University in New York City, and en-
Listed In the U, S, Naval Reserve in September 1933. During the nefgt
three months he had reerult training at the Naval Training Station,
Norfolk, Virginia, and subsequently served for three years in the Gun~
fiery and Commnications Departments of the USS NEW ORLEANS (CA-32),
Released to inactive duty status in September 1937, he was recalled o
aetive duty in September 1940 and speat three months as a sutdent at
Midshipmen's School, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinols,

"Commissicned Ensign In the U, 8, Naval Reserve on Decenber 12,
1940, he was promoted to Lieutenant (Jjunior grade) in 1942, to Lieutenant
in 19, and Lieutenant Commander, to date from July 20, 1945, He was
transferred to the U, S, Navy from the Naval Reserve in 1946, and subse=
quently was promoted to Commander; to date from January 1, 1951, and to
Captaln, frem July 1, 1959,

From December 1940 until April 1941 he had communieations duties on
board the USS NEW YORK, and at the outbreak of World War II in December
194l was on duty as Communications Officer on the Staff of the Commsnder
in Chief, U, 8, Atlantie Fleet., He had lnstruction in Commnications
8t the Navy Department, Washington, D, €., from August to Oetober 1942,
and contlnued duty on the Staff of CINCLANT until November 194k, with
temporary additional duty in July and August 194k on the Staff of a Task
Foree Commander in the Atlantic/Mediterranean Aresn, He was awarded the
Bronze Star Medal with the following citations

"For meritorious achlevement as a Member of the Communicatlon Di=~
vision ef the Steff of the Commander in Chief, U. S, Atlantie Fleet,
Tedm July 1941, to November 1944, Possessing superior knowledge of
‘all phases of good communication practices, Lieutenant Felter success-
fully applied these prineiples to the extensive communieation network
servieing the Atlantie Fleet, thereby contributing materially to the
efficiency of Atlantie Fleet Communleations, In addition, he alded in
the establishment of an Atlantic Fleet. Coding Board, assured the corn-
tinuoys training of its members and made speeialirzed area and subject
studies in order to revise the Fleet Communication orders and doctrines

2]
a5 a

During the latter months of the war, from March to September 1945,
and until Mey 1946, he was on board the USS BOISE (CL-47), participating
In the Bornee operation (ineluding action at Tarakan Island, Bruuei Bay
and Balikpapsn), from April through July 1945, as that cruiser's Com-
munieations Offiecer, He then had similar duty for a year in the 1SS
WYOMING (AG-17, formerly BB=32); F¥From June 1947 to June 1948 he was a
S~term student at Cornell University, Ithica, New York, after which he
was graduated from the General Line School, Newport, Rhode Island,
in June 1949,
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Sexrvice ag Executive Officer-and Navigator of- the USS HANSON (DDR-832)
vas terminated when he was glven command of the USS HOPEWELL (DD-661) in
March 1951, "For meritorious service as Commanding Officer of the USS
HOPEWELL during operations against enemy aggressor forces in Korea from
15 July 1951 to 12 January 1952;.." he wag awarded & Gold Star in lieu
of the Second Bronze Star Medal, with Combat "V," The citatlon continuess

“An officer of marked skill and resourcefulness, Commander Felter
was greatly instrumental in maintaining a high standard of combalt readi-
ness within his ship and was largely responsible for the effective fire
support afforded friendly forces throughout this perlod, During day
and night bombardment sctivlties at Wonsan, he wasg eminently successful
in directing destructive gunfire on enemy troops and military installa-
tions and, when the HOPEWELL was taken under fire by shore babtteries,
ak111fully maneuvered the ship in delivering aceurate return fire on
the enemy. His exemplary leadershilp, marked professiongl abillity and
zealous devobion, to duty were major factors in the success achieved
by the HOPEWELL and were in keeping with the highest traditions of the
United States Waval Service,”

Relieved of eommsnd of the HOPEWELL in April 1952, he reported a
month later to Headquerters, Third Naval Districh, where he gerved until
May 1952 as Head of the Reserve Administratlon and Tnspection Division
G the Staff of the Commendant until September 1954, He then'served for
fourteen months st Stewerd Alr Forae Base, Newburgh, New York, &g As-
sistant Director, Plans, on the Staff of the Commander Naval Eastern
Continental Air Defense, and on the Staff of the Commander, Joint Eastern
Ay Defense Force, In Jenuary 1956 he assumed command of the USS SOUTHER -
TAND (DDR-743), snd on September 30, 1957, was ordered detached for ine
struction at the U, S, Naval Postgraduate School;, Monterey, California,

He had duty at the Naval Eleetronies Laboratory, San Diego, Califor-
nia, from June 1958 until December 1959, when he was ordered to duty as
Chief of the Faval Sectiom, Military Assistance Advisory Group, Pakistan,
with headquarters in Karaghl. Detached from pakistan two years later,
he then beeame the Commanding Officer of the Fleet, Antlalr Warfare
Training Center in San Diego, California. In December 1963 he assumed .
command of the USS {ENINOLE (AKA-10L), and on September 1, 1964 was
ordered detached for duby as Chief of Staff and Aide to Commander Eastern
Sen Frontier and Commander Atlsntic Reserve Fleet, C

'In additlon to the Bronze Star Medal with Gold Ster and Combat “V,"
Ceptain Felter has:-the Navy Good Conduct Medalsy the American Defense
Service Medal with bronze "A"3 American,Campaign.MEdalg'EurOPeanquricanu
Middle Eastern Campaign Medalj Asiatic-Pacific Cempaign Medal; with two
stars; World War II Vietory Medel;. Navy Occupation Serviee Medal, Asia
Clasps China Service Medal (extended)s National Defense Service Medal;
Korean Service Medal with three stars; United Natlons Service Medals; and
the Philippine Liberation Ribbon, He also has ‘the Korean Presidentilal

Unit Citation Ritbon,
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