CAPTAIN JAMES 4. BENTLEY,
CIVIL ENGINEER GORPS, U. S. NAVY

James Alexander Bentley was born in Maywood, Illinois, on iugust 17,

1912, son oe the late Walter H. and May Elibeth (Falls) Bentley. He was
graduated from Lane Tech High School in Chicago, and attended the University
of Chicago and Purdue University prior to his appointment to the U, 8, Haval
Acadery, Annapolis, Maryland, which ho entered on June 16, 1931, 4s a Mid-
shipuan he participated in athletics (football and crew, and was Class Presi-
dent, He was graduated with the dogree of Bachelor of Science and commis-
sioned Ensign in the U. S. Navy, from June 6, 1935. Through his transfer to
the Civil Engineer Corns from the Line of the Navy and subscquent advanco-

' hent, he attained the rank of Captain, CEC, USH, to date from May 1, 1954.

After graduation from tho Navel Academy, he served as a Line Officer
on board the USS NEW ORLEANS in 1935, and in the USS QUINCY from October of
that year until April 1937, during which pericd that cruiser was assigned to
the Mediterranean from July to Septembor 1936 in eonnoction with taking refu-
gees from the Spanish War. Upon his return to the United Statos he attendod
the Chemical Warfare School, Edgewood Arscnal, Maryland, for a month, thon
ontered Rensselaer Polytcchnic Institute, Troy, New York, from which he re=-
ceived the degrees of Bachelor of Civil Engincering in 1939 und Master of
Civil Engineering in 1940.

His first duty as a Civil Engineer was in thc Public Works Departnent
of the Naval Air Station, Jacksonville, Florida, wherc he was stationed at
the outbreak of World War II in December 1941. Ho reumained thers until Octo-
ber 1942, aftor which, until May 1944, he was an instructor at tho Congtruc-
tion Battalion Center, Camp Poary, Virginia. During thc noxt soven months ho
served as a Construction Battalion Inspector for the Bureau of Yards and ;
Daeks, Navy Department, Washington, D. C., and from December 1944, throughout
the rcmaining period of hostilities, and until July 1946, sorved as CB Per-
sonnol and Opcrations Officer on the Staff of Commandor Service Force, U.. 8.
Paeific Flcet.

After four months' servico in the Public Works Departient of tho Naval
Shipyard, Pearl Harbor, T. H., hc served as an Instructor in Logistics at
the Armed Forces Staff Collogc, Norfolk, Virginia, during the first year after
the school was ostablished. In July 1948 he rovorted to the Submarinc Base,
Now London, Connecticut, and sorved thore as Public Works Officer, with addi-
tional duty as Reereation and Wolfare Officor, until February 1951. Duty as
Public Works Officor of the Long Beach Naval Shipyard, long Beach, Califor-
nia, from February 1951 to May 1953, was followsd Ly his assignmont as Dis-
trict Public Works Officer, Seventeenth Naval District, Kodiak, Alaska, with
additional duty as District Civil Engineor.

On Deceuber 8, 1954, he was ordered dotached fronm Headquarters, Seven-
teenth Navel District, and to the Doston Naval Shipyard, Boston, Massachus= -
sotts, as Public VWorks Officor. He is now under ordors to report in August
1958 to the Potomac River Naval Command, Washington, D. C., for similar duty.



Capt, Jawes A. Bentley, CEC, USH

Gaptain Bentley has the Anerican Defense Servicc Medal; American Cam-
paign Medal; Asiatic~Pacific Campaign Medal; Vorld ‘ar II Victory Medal; and
the Nutional Defense Service Medal,
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