WILLIAM R, CHARETTE _ B
SENTOR CHIEF HOSPITAL CORPEMAN, U, 8. NAVY h

Willizsm Richawrd Charetbte was born in Tudingbon, Miehlgan, on Marieh
29, 1932, son of William G, anw Margavet (Furlong) Charetie. MHe gradu=
ated Trom high school in Ludington, and on Jenuary 11, 1951 enlisted in
the U, 8. Navy at Muskegon, Michlgan. He whs promobed Ho sospital ;-
Gorpsman Third Class April 16, 1952, Hospital Corpsman gscond (lassy
November 16, 1953 snd Hospital porpswsn First Clase, April 16, 19564 Chief
Hospital Corpsman, May 165, 1960 and Senlor Chief Hospital Corpsmai, ‘-LlI\Tovembg_r"

16, 1965. .

After his enlistment in 1951, he had veernit training at the Naval
Training Station, Great Lakes, T11inols, Completing his instruetion
there, he next attended the Naval Hospital Corps sehool, Dainbridge;.
Maryland, followed by duty at the U, 8, Naval Hogpltal, Neval Base,
Charleston, SO'lith Cg],:bolirﬁ;,_ On Novenmber 25; 1952, he reported for
field training and further assignment at the Marine Parracks, Camp
pendleton, Oce:a,nisi&éﬁ california, He Joinsd the wirst Marine Division
and on February 5, 1953, embarked for Koref. He was awarded the Medal
of Honory presented to him by president Biserhower in ceremenies &t the
White House on January 12 1954, The eltation follows: ‘

"For eonspleuous gullantry and intrepidity at the rigk of+his life
 ghove and beyond the call of duty as a8 Medieal (Orpsmail gerving with
g, Marine Rifle Company, in aetion against shely agpressor forees in
Korea during the early merning houps of 27 Mareh 1953, partieipating
in & flerce encounter with a cleverly eoncealed aund well-entrenched
enemy force occeupying positions on & vital and bitterly econtestad
outpost far In advance of the main line of resisbence, Charette re-
peatedly and unhesitatingly moved about through a murdercus bArTage '
of hostile small-gyms and morter fire ©o randey assistance to his
wounded comrades, When an eneky grenade landed withia & few feet of &
Marine he was abtending, he dmmedistely threw himsel? upon the stricken
man and abzorbed ths entire eoncussion of the deadly miszile with his
owa body. Although sustaining prinful faeial wounds, and pndargoing
ghock from the intensity of thnhhe blast which ripped the heluwet and
medical aid kit from his peraod, Charette vescuresfully improvised
emergency handages by teariag off 3 - of his elothing, and gallantly
continued to administsr medical ald to the woundsd in his own unit end
4o those in zdjacent platoon arens as well., Chessxrving a serionsly
wounded comrade whose armored vest had besn torn fram his body by the
vlagt from an exploding shell, he aslflessly removed his owh battle

yvegt and placed 1t upon the helpless man althougn fully sware of ‘the
added jeopardy to himsels. Moving to the gidle of anothey casualty

whoe was suffering excruciating pain from & serions
stood upright in the treneh lins and syposed hilmgell

of enemy fire

dleg wound, Charebte
+o o dendly hail
3n oprder to Jend more efPective aid to the vietim and
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to alleviate his angﬁish while being removed to a positlon.of safety.
By his indomitable courage and inspiring efforts in behslf .of his -
wounded comrades, ‘Charette was directly reponsible for saving mwany
lives, His great personal valor reflects the highest credlt upon
himself and enhances the finest traditions of the United States Naval

Service, ™

Returning to the United States, he reported In June 1954, as an
Tnstructor at the Naval Hospital Corps Scheol, Waval Hospltal, Grest
Lakes, Tllinois. He remained there until Jaauary 1955, when he was
transferred to the Naval Separatlon Activity, Naval Training Center,
Great Lakes, where he was honorably discharged, January 5, 195%., Om
February 15, 1955 he enlisted in the U, S, Naval Reserve and from that
time until Msreh 1955 wag attached to the Naval Reserve flectronices
Division 9-10, Waukegan, Tllinois,

Discharged from the U, S. Naval Reserve (Ready) on Msreh 31, 1955,
he reenlisted the next day in the Uy 8. Navy and was assigned to The
Naval Hospita., Jacksonville, Florida, From Jatuary to June 1956 he
had instruction abt the Naval Hosplital Corps Schooly Naval Hospitaly:
portsmouth, Virginias, after which he continued instruction at the
Naval Submarine Base,; New London, Comnectieut. '

Th Februsry 1957 he Jolned the USS QUILLBACK (Sg-h2l) (where he
qualified in submarines, October 1, 1957)y @nd from May 19 to June 1,
1958 had detached duty in connection with the seleetion of the Unkncwn
soldier of World War IT, On May 26, 1958, on board the USS CANBERRA
off the Virginia Capes, he placed a wreath on one of fwo unidentified
caskets, Thus he chose the Unknown of World War IT to be buried in Are
lington Natioral Cemetery with the Unknown of the Koreanihos@ﬁlitiegg
near the body of the Unknown Soldier of World War T, He then returned
ta. duty in the QUILIBACK, in which he continued to serve until March
1961, when he transferred to the USS TRITON {SS(N)586). :

Assigned in Novenber 1962 to the Fleet Ballistie Missile Submarine
Training Center, Charléston, South Carclina, he remained there until
Avgust 1964, when he Joined the USS DANIEL WEBSTER (SSB(N)626).

Tn addition to the Medal of Honor, he has the Purple Heart Medaljp
Natlonal Defense Service Medals Kovean Service Medal, with two starsg
the Uniced Nations Service Medal and the Good Conduct Médal., He also
has the Korean Presidential Unit Citation. -
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