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CAPTAIN JOHN J, BECKER, UNITED STATES NAVY

John Joseph Becker was born on May 10, 1913, in Norfolk, Virginia,
son of Mrs, Helan Rosendale Becker and the late Charles Adam Becker, He
entered the U, S, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, on appointment from
the Ninth Congressional Distriet of Virginia in 1931, and was graduated
end commissioned Ensign in the U, S, Navy on June 6, 1935, His appointe
ment was revoked because of physical disability on June 6, 1937, and on
April 27, 1938, he was commissioned Ensign in the Naval Reserve, He
advanced to the rank of Commander, USNR, dating from July 20, 1945, and
efter his transfer to the U, S, Navy on August 2, 1946, was promoted to
Captain to date from May 1, 1956,

As @ civilian (in inactive status in the Naval Reserve), he was
employed an an seronautical draftsman by the Glenn L, Martin Company of
Baltimore, Maryland, after brief employment with Douglas Aircraft Come
pany of Santa Monica, California, Also for one year he was an instructor
in Algebra and Physics at the Rutherford Preparatory School, Long Beach,
Celifornia, and for one year he served as & Merchant Merine Deck Officer,
(he holds & Second Mete's License, )

Called to active duty on June 19, 1940, he served in the Bureau of
Nevigation (later Bureau of Naval Personnel), Navy Department, Washington,
D. C., prior to and following the outbresk of World War IT in December
1941, From Mey to November 1942 he had instruction in airplane engines
&2t Massachusetts Institute of Technology at Cambridge, and the Army and
Navy Engine Training Sehool, Pratt and Whitney Alrcraft Division, East
Hertford,; Comnecticut. He was then assigned duty in connection with
Titting out the USS PRINCETON, building at the Philadelphia Navy Yard,
and was detached in July 194k, participeting in numerous operations in
the Pacific Combat Area inecluding the Gilberts, Marshalls, Marianas and
Hollandia operations,

For three months he was assigned to Commender Fleet Alr, Quonset,
at the Naval Alr Station, Quonset Point, Rhode Island, and commanded
the Carrier Aireraft Service Unit of that activity during the last
menth of his stay there., After brief fitting out duty with the USS
RANDOLPH, building at the Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company
Newport News, Virginia, he joined that aireraft carrier (CV=15) at her
commissioning, October 9, 19Ul and served on board until June 1945,
participating in the Iwo Jima and Okinawa Gunto Operations in the Pacific
War Area during that period.

When detached from the RANDOLPH in June 1945, he returned to An-
napolis for instruction in General Line at the Naval Postgraduate
School, and upon graduation, was ordered detached for fitting out duty
in the USS VALIEY FORGE (CV-45), He served as Damage Control Officer
and First Lieutenant of that carrier from her comnissioning on November
3, 1946, until January 1948, and a month later assumed command of the
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USS SHEA (DM=30), When detached from that command in July 1949, he
returned to the Buresu of Naval Personnel, Navy Department, where he
served until January 1952 in the Plans Section, Navel Reserve Division,

From February through July 1952 he wes a student at the Armed Forces
Staff College, Norfolk, Virginie; end in September of that yeer he assumed
command of the USS FURSE (DDR=-882), which in May 1953 was deployed on
occupation duty in Buropeen waters, From July 1954 until July 1956 he
served as Assistent Chief of Staff for Personnel on the Staff of the
Commandant of the Tenth Naval Distriect; and Commander Caribbeen Ses
Frontier, after which he returned to Washington, D, Cey for postgraduate
instruetion in Comptrollership at George Washington University, He was
ewarded a Master's degree in Rusiness Administration in June 1957,

During the period July 1957 to November 1959 he served as Inspector/
Comptrcller for the Fourth Naval District; and for a year thereafter come
mended the USS CAPRICORNUS (AKA~5T), He reported in November 1960 as
Chief of Staff and Aide to Commander Amphiblous Training Force, Atlantic,
and from September 1962, served as Commander Amphibious Squadron TWELVE,
He reported in September 1963 to the Office of the Chief of Naval Opera-
tions, Navy Department; as Assistant Director of the Programs and Plans
Division, In June 1965 he was assigned as Chief of Staff and Aide to
the Commandant, Sixth Neval Distriet; with headquerters at the Naval
Bese, Charleston, South Carolina,

Ceptain Becker has the American Defense Service Medalp American
Campaign Medalp Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with one silver and four
bronze stars (nine operations); World Wer IT Vietory Medals Nevy Occupation
Service Medal, Europe Claspj Netionsl Defense Service Medalj and the
Philippine Liberation Ribbon,
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