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COMM..NDTDR JOHMN HENRY BESSON, JER., U.S. N.VY

: Commander Besson, boin in Portland, Oregon, 30 suvust
1612, attended Phillips .cadeny, indover, Messachusetts, before
his entry to the U.S. Waval icadeny by senatoricl appointicnt
from the State of Oregon in 1631. While a Midshipman ko wes a
member of the .cademy track team and his class‘football toun.
Greduated and commissioned Ensign in June 1935, he wes pronoted
to Licutcnant (junior grade), Juac 1938, to Licutenant in
January 1942 ond received temporary pronotions during lJorld Viar
II as follows: to Lieutenant Comnander, May 1943, and to
Comnander, March 1944,

after graduation in 1935, Cornmander Besson was
orderec to the USS RICHMCKRD, a 7500 ton light cruiser, attached
to Cruisers, Battle Force at San Diego, Celifornia, He was
temporerily assigned to thrce nmonths anti-aireraft guanery
training on the USS MIMPHIS. In sugust 1937, Connander Besson
was deteched by the RICHUIOND and ordered to the US3 CLAXTON ot
Cherleston, South Carolina, a destroyer preparing for scrvice
in Meciterranean watcrs. The CLiXTON scrved in the
Mediterrznean as part of Squadron LOT fron Noverber-1937 until
March 1939. Detached fron the CL4XTON in‘May 1939, Comnender
Besson served ten months on the 0il Tanker, USS RAlLPO,
supplying the U.S. asiatic Fleet from Celifornia ports.

"In Merch 1940, he reported to the heavy cruiser, 783
PENS4COLA, for duty in Hawaiian weters. He served in various
capacities in the Gunnery Department, followed by o short tour
as 4ssistant Engineer Officer‘and then Conrnunication Officcr.
Vihile be was serving on board, the PENSACOL:. perticipatsd in
several raids in conpany with Carrier Task Groups, the Bettle
of Midway, the Battle of Santa Cruz Islends, the Third Battic
of Savo, ond was torpedoed with considerable loss of life at
the Fourth Battle of Savo. After a long period of delay ané
with only one shaft operator, the PENS.COL: arrived at Peerl
Harbor in March 1943 for repairs. Commander Besson was
¢etached and reported for duty in Washington, D. C.

48 Officer in Charge of the Scerctery of the Nrvy's
yacht, USS SECUOI.:, Conmander Besson neovigated the Potconac
River with Secretary Knox living on board, during the sumner of
1943, Detached from duty in Washington in October 1943 he
reported for duty in connection with fitting out and
commissioning a 2100 ton destroyer at Scattle, lashington.

The USS PRICHETT '(DD-561) wes cormissioned in January 1944 with
Conmander Begsson as the Executive Officer. Several weceks were
spent in shaking down in the San Diegc erca and then the
PRICHETT proceeded westward to the battle area, taking psrt in
carrier raids on the Truk Group.

In May 1944 Connmecnder Besson was detezched fron the
PRICHETT 'in Pecarl Hzrbor and reported to the USS CONW.LY
(DD-507), another 2100 ton destroyer of Squedron 22, -
coincidently moored alongside the PRICHETT ot the-tine, as
Comnmanéing Officer. tihile serving on the CONW.Y, hc took part
ir the canpaign of occupation of Scipan, Guam, and Tinien in
the Weriznas., Squadron 22 returned to the Sen Frenecisco Bay
aree for a brief intensive overhaul in dAugust 1944 and was bock
on the firing line in Leyte Gulf in Novenber 194k, Tho CONVAY
participated in most of the landings of the U.S. Forces in ths
Philippines until their consolidation.

The CONWALY also-took part in amphibiocus opesretions at
Brunei Bay and Balikpapan, Borneo with Conmander Besson nas
Commanding Officer.
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He received-the Bronze Star Medal for services in
the Marianas Campaign, a Gold Star in lieu-of a sccond Bronze
Star ledal for services in the Philippines, and the
Coanendetion kibbon for services in conncction with the
lendings at Balikpapan, ‘Borneo.

Commander Besson was detoched fron the CONWAY in
July 1945 and reportcd to the Staff of Connender Destroyers
Pacific Fleet as assistant Operotions Officer at Pearl Harbor.
In June 1946 he was detached, served a short time in the
office of the Deputy Chicf of Naval Operations for Adninisztra-
tion and then reported for duty on the Staff of Cormander,
U.5. Naval Forces in Europe, now Coanender, U.S, Naval Forcos
Eastern atlentic and Mediterrancan, at his headcuarters in
London in Septeaber 1946 where Coniander Besson still
ccntinues on duty.
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